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write at least one entertaining novel, for no one has the privilege of seeing
human nature both at its best and worst as he has. Every man, Froude tells
us, ought to be able to write a novel after a life’s experience.”

THE UsE oF ERGOT IN TREATMENT OF LINGERING LABOUR.

DR. THOMAS MORE MADDEN (Dublin) writes: I need hardly point out that
the necessary brevity of the published report of the debate on Dr. Playfair’s
paper did not permit of more than a brief summary of the opinions advanced
by those who, like myself, took part therein. At the same time, however, I
trust that even in the published abstract, as wel) as at the meeting, I suc-
ceeded in giving expression to my firm faith, founded on long clinical experi-
ence, in the value of ergot as a stimulant to uterine action when judiciously
administered in ¢fficient doses and in suitable cases. The instances of lin-
gering labour which I specified as thus suitable for its exhibition were those
1n which the second stage was delayed by inertia of the uterrs, the presenta-
tion being natural, and no other impediment to delivery existing. That the
utility of ergot under such circumstances should be for a8 moment questioned
by any practical obstetrician appears to me wholly inexplicable.

As to the feetal dangers which are now held by some eminent authorities
to contraindicate the administration of this drug under almost any circum-
stances, I can only say that in a lengthened experience of the employment of
egot. in midwifery practice I have not myself as yet observed those disastrous

. effects in any single instance. And hence I am inclined to think that the
feeticidal potency ascribed to ergot is more properly attributable to the abuse
than to the use of this remedy. Thus, if any active preparation of ergot be
given, as too often is the case, in small or insufficient and, above all, because
insufficient therefore frequently repeated, doses, during labour, a state of
tonic spasm or contraction of the uterus is likely to be produced, by which
the circulation of the foctus may be imperilled or arrested. Whilst, on the
other hand, if ergot or ergotine be given in those bold, full, and effective
doses which I recommended at the Birmingham meeting and elsewhere, the
result in the great majority of cases will be the speedy establishment of that
clonic or intermittent uterine action, the temporary cessation of which, or
inertia of the womb, is the most frequent cause of delay in the second stage.
This re-establishment of uterine action will then, of course, be followed not
only by delivery but also by a subsequent contraction, which will ensure the
patient against the probability of post-partum haemorrbage.

Having been taught these views in my earliest professional life, and having
acted on them ever since in my own practice and clinical teachings, I should
have deemed it superfluous at the present time to discuss again a question
which—to say nothing of older authorities—was, so far back as my student
days, elaborately investigated and, as I thought, settled beyond possibility of
further controversy by the careful experiments of the late Dr. Denham and
others, were it not that this very same question bhas once more been now
re-opened. Thus, at the meeting already alluded to, some astonishment, or,
rather, reproval, was expressed by more than one speaker at the full doses of
ergot which, as I may here repeat, I have found safe and successful in the
treatment of uterine inertia in labour and in the prevention of flooding after
childbirth., Moreover, as an examiner in midwifery, I have lately had expe-
rience of the ignorance of too many embryo surgeons concerning the proper
use of ergot in midwifery practice. This matter is one of too much import-
ance to be left undetermined, and I would therefore hope that other obste-
tricians may be induced to contribute their clinical experience towards its
final settlement.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from:
Dr. Mickle, London ; Dr. J. Campbell Black, Glasgow ; Dr. Seaton, London ;
Messrs. R. Black and Son, Inverness; Dr, T. Cranstoun Charles, London ;
Fleet-Surgeon J. N. Stone, Plymouth ; Mr. F. L. Nicholls, Gloucester; Sur-
geon L. Deeble, Netley ; Dr. R. Bell, Glasgow ; Mr. R. T. Richardson, Trow-
_ bridge ; Dr. Burdon Sanderson, Oxford; Dr. Ireland, Prestonpauns; Dr. A.
L. Myrtle, Harrogate ; Mr. B. Allsop, Shipley; Mr. G. Dalziel, London ;
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, London; Mr. C. Grimsby, St. Asaph;
Messrs. H. Alexander and Co., London ; H. L. Evans, M.B., Goring ; Mr. H.
W. Croese, Putney; Dr. D. J. Mackenzie, Glossop; Dr. T. W. Bagshaw, Ply-
mouth ; E. A. Shaw, M.B., Pendleton; Mr. H. G. Deedes, London; Dr. H.
8. Morrison, Coleraine ; Major L. Flower, London; Mr. E. 8. Warburton,
Treherbert ; The Secretary of the Royal Hants County Hospital, Winchester ;
Temperance; Mr. A. Jackson, Sheffield; Rustic; The Secretary of the
Society of Apothecaries, London ; Mr. H. Acheson, Gorey; Mr. H. Collier,
London ; Dr. W. P. Fox, London; Dr. W.B. Dewees, Salina, Kansas; Mr.
C. Hughes, Dublin; Mr. R. W. Pendleton, London; Mr. A. G. Hays, West
Bromwich; Dr. T. Oliver, Newcastle-on-Tyne; Mr. R. Pennefather, Clif-
ton; Dr. William Hunter, London; T. F. Tannahill, M.B., Borstal; J. R.
Phillips, M.B., Christchurch, Barbadoes ; Microbe ; Mr. A. Spencer, London ;
Dr. R. Neale, London; Justice; Dr. J. F. Goodhart, London; Messrs.
Hazell, Watson, and Viney, London; Dr. O. Wood, London ; Dr. Sykes,
Mexborough; W. H.; Dr. E. Casey, Windsor; Messrs. C. Griffin and Co.,
London; Medicus; Dr. Maguire, London ; Dr. F. Beach, Dartford; T. N.
Kelynack, M.B., Manchester; Mr. D’Arcy Power, London; Surgeon R.
Mclvor, Esquimalt ; Mr. R. G. Naylor, Andlem; Mr. J. Morgan, London;
Dr. F. Warner, London ; Messrs Bates, Hendy, and Co., London ; Mr. E. H.
Hick, Bogota; Mr. W. A. Rlis, London; Dr.J. Cross, London; Dr. W.
Bernard, Londonderry; Mr. P. J. Deas, Oxford; Dr. G. Harley, London ;
Mr. BR. Mitchell, London; Dr. Bronner, Bradford; R. S. Black, M.B.,
‘Whittingham ; W. G. Barras, M.B., Govan; Dr. A. W. Edis, London; Dr.
G. H. Philipson, Newcastle-on-Tyne; Dr. J. P. Topping, Forest Gate: Dr.
Leslie Phillips, Birmingham ; Mr. Lawson Tait, Birmingham ; Mr. B. G.
Drew, Tetbury; M.D. Surgeon-General (Retired) ; Mr. N. E. Yorke-Davies,
London ; Dr. H. Fox, London; Dr. M. W, Taylor, London ; R. Farrar, M.B.,
Stamford ; Dr. W. Chapman, Hamptead ; Dr. D. James, Bingley; Dr. J. R.
Lunn, London ; A,M.D.; Mr. E. B. Denton, London; The Secretary of the

Sheffield Medico-Chirurgical Society, Sheffield ; Mr. J. Lawrence-Hamilton,
Brighton ; Messrs. Allen and Hanbury, London ; Dr. Louis Parkes, London ;
The Secretary of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society, London; Mr.
T. Readman, Wetherby ; Dr. S. Mackenzie, London; A. S. Marshall, M.B.,
London; Mr. C. J. Radley, London; Our Birmingham Correspondent ; Sur-
Major N. A. Stevenson, Netley; Dr. W. Strange, Worcester ; Mr. F.J. B.
Bateman, Wells; Mr. W. McAdam Eccles, London ; Mr. G. S. Ware, Faken-
ham; W. Gemmell, M.B., Glasgow; Dr. P. L. Sclater. London; Mr. L.
M. Griffiths, Clifton; Our Paris Correspondent; Mr. A. E. L. Charpentier,
Uxbridge; Dr. C. R. Illingworth, Accrington; Mr. H. T. Butlin, London ;
Dr. E. Berdoe, London ; Dr. W. Walter, Manchester; Dr. Rentoul, Liver-
pool; Dr. E. Seaton, London; An Ex-A.M.D.; Mr.J. A. E. Stuart, Dews-
bury ; Dr. A. Ashby, Reading ; Dr. A. Matheson, Edinburgh ; Mrs.Wybrants,
Wincanton; B. J. Leapingwell, M.B., Cheadle; Bnquirer; A Country
Practitioner ; Dr. S. M. Copeman, London ; Dr. James Adams, Glasgow ; Mr.
A. Wattie, Falmouth ; Mr.F. W. Clark, Staithes ; Mr. John Poland, London;
Dr. T. Luson. Cromer; Dr. E. D. Mapother, London; Dr. P. L. Benzon,
Winslow; Mr. H. T. Roxby, Walthamstow; Dr. Savage, London; Dr. R.
Jardine, Glasgow; Mr. F. E. Hare, Aberdeen; Dr. Gordon, Warrenpoint ;
Mr. T. J. Walker, Peterborough; A.M.C.; Dr. Balding, Royston ; Miss F.
Peake, Leeds ; Mr. W. M. Hailey, Newport Pagunel; Dr. Pope, Grantham ;
A. C. Hartley, M.B,, Liscard ; Mr. W. 8. Armitage, Thurles; Dr. E. Penny,
Marlborough ; Dr. A. Kempe, Exeter; Our Liverpool Correspondent; Our
Mancheter Correspondent; Mr. E. Child, New Malden ; Mr. C. Pinkerton,
Southport; Surgeon J. E. Trask, Aldershot; Dr. Hale White, London ; Mr.
G. T. Coleman, Cardiff ; Mr. T. H. Reed, Sunderland ; Messrs. W. Wilson
and Sons, Manchester: Dr. W. A. Carline, Lincoln; The Secretary of the
Church of England Burial and Funeral Reform Association, York ;
Dr. Halliburton, London ; Night Bell; J.J. Bennetts, M.B., London; No
Name; H. Rutherford, M.B., Glasgow; Mr. J. Hutchinson, jun., London;
F. M. Dickinson, M.B., London; The Medical Officers of the Local Govern-
ment Board, London; G. G.Macrory, M.B., Battersea; Dr. C.C. Scott,
St. Margarets ; etc.
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