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or honour of our profession that I feel driven to state some objections to any
such rule as is suggested being laid down or sanctioned.

‘When called to attend a suffering fellow-creature, the first, and I take it
the only ideration as to t, should be as to what will be the best
for the patient, and I am certain that not a thought of the consequences to
the art and science of surgery should be allowed to weigh as against such a
consideration, or turn us a hairbreadth from what we feel to be best in our
patient’s interest.

I may be met with the objection that in many cases failure might be attri-
buted to want of skill, and that as a doctor’s very existence depends upon his
reputation, he cannot afford to risk it even for his patient’s sake. Well, such
an argument would prove too much, for if it be valid when the patient is
moribund, what shall be said when some operation of expediency being un-
dertaken in a healthy and vigorous subject, there follows, as is, alas ! not un-
known, some unavoidable surgical accident.

1f it be said that a general refusal to operate in the ‘‘too late” class of
cases would lead to an earlier call for surgical aid. I answer that such a ques-
tion can only arise in any case when we are actually at the bedside, and then,
as I insist, our thought should solely be for the patient then before us, and
not of any fancied general benefit to be derived from a deviation from such a
course.

A patient suffering from acute intestinal obstruction is, I believe, if unre-
lieved by operation, practically doomed to certain and speedy death, so that
in a hundred such cases where operations have been performed, if there be
but one success, I hold that that single human life would be justification
ample and complete ; and since unsuccessful though the procedure may be,
its results are greatly better, happily, than suggested, the argument is pro-
portionately more unanswerable.

These arguments may be held to apply to all *‘ hopeless” cases, and I am
content that it should be so; my single contention is that in every case our
patient should be our only care, and pot a thought sbould be allowed to
wander to any ** table of results.” Surely success in only 5 per cent. of cases
is vastly more honourable when each case is thus honestly dealt with than
the more brilliant fifty, sixty, or it may be even higher percentage of another
surgeon, when in the background of which we see and know nothing, there
bave been a ghastly company allowed to die miserably, some at least of whom
might have benefited by operation had that aid not been refused from the
dread of ‘‘spoiling a percentage.”

In conclusion I would say I do not advocate indiscriminate nor adventurous
surgery, I only plead that each case merits and demands attention from a
standpoint peculiar to it and separate from any outside consideration.
Neither do I insinuate that the feeling mentioned in my last paragraph is
consciously admitted by anyone; but I contend that any * benefit to sur-
gery” being permitted to obtrude amongst the deciding factors in any case
lead insensibly perhaps, but directly in that direction. Which amongst us
would venture to give it as a reason to a relation or friend of the sufferer for
holding our hand and refusing the *‘ only chance *”

OOMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from :
Dr. D. Allan, Evanton ; Aut Cesar aut Nullus ; Mr.J. W. Ashworth, Heaton
Moor ; Mr.J. Abraham, Lincoln; Dr. J. Alexander, Paignton; Dr. J. H.
Aveling, London; Mr. T. S. Allen, Tonbridge; Dr. Arlidge, Stoke-on-Trent ;
Dr. Berdoe, London; Our Berlin Correspondent ; Mr. T. Baines, London ;
Dr. F. Beach, Dartford; Sir John Banks, Dublin; Dr. R. Bell, Glasgow ;
Mr. A. Barber, Richmond; Dr. Bronner, Bradford ; Captain Blount, Lon-
don; Mr. F. Boehm, London; Messrs. Burroughs, Wellcome and Co., Lon-
don ; Dr. Bridgwater, London; Mr. G. H. Barling, Birmingham; B. E.;
Mr. W. Benham, London ; Mr. G. Balfour, Wimbledon ; Mr. W. B. Barclay,
Bacup ; Mr. A. R. Binnie, London; Dr. T. Lauder Brunton, London ; The
British Syphon Manufacturing Company, London ; Dr. Balding, Royston ;
Mr. J. Bate, Camelford ; R. 8. Black, M.B., Whittingham; Mr. A. Billing,
London ; Mr. W. Cox, Winchcombe ; Dr. G. W. Crowe, Worcester ; Dr. M.
Cameron, Glasgow; Dr. C.J. Cullingworth, London; Messrs. J. and A.
Churchill, London ; Mr. J. Crerar, Maryport; Mr. D. Campbell, Calne ; Mr,
W. K. Curtis, Canterbury; Mr. B. G. Clayton, London; Mr. J. K. Coutts,
Manchester ; Mr. W. F. Croft, Stoke-on-Trent ; Mr. W. Curling, Ramsgate;
Dean of the National Dental Hospital, London ; Dr. C. R. Drysdale, London ;
A. Dott, M.B., Laggan ; The Secretary of the Dental Hospital of London ;
The Director-General of the Naval Medical Department; Mr. H. J. Dixey,
Malvern; The Dean of a Medical School; Mr. James Dixon, Dorking;
Messrs. W. and C. Davies, Brighton ; T. H. Dickson, M.B., Upper Norwood ;
Mr. J. W. Emtage, Holsworthy ; Our Bgyptian Correspcndent, Cairo; Mr.
F. Eves, London; Mr. A. M. Eason, Lytham; Mr. A, S. Eccles, London ;
Dr. E. J. Edwardes, London ; Mr. E. East, London ; Mr. W. A. Frost, Lon-
don ; Mr. H. G. Friend, London; Mr. J. H. Foley, London; Mr. L. A.
Francis, London ; Messrs. Ferris and Co., Bristol ; Dr. G. F. Grant, London ;
Dr. C. E. Glascott, Manchester ; Dr. J. Gardner, Crieff; Dr. W. R. Grove,
St. Ives; Professor V. Horsley, London; Dr. W. E. Hadden, Portadown ;
Dr. G. Harley, London; Dr. F. de H. Hall, London ; Dr. Hetherington,
Londonderry ;: Mr. S. Haynes, Malvern; Messrs. Hertz and Collingwood,
London; Dr. Halliburton, London; Mr. T. Holmes, London; Mr. F. B.
Hare, Aberdeen ; Dr. E. Hamilton, Dublin; Mr. F. A. Heslop, Blackpool ;
Dr. J. Berry Haycraft, Edinburgh ; Dr. G. E. Herman, London; Mr. G.
Haysman, London; Mr. J. Hugo, Reading; Mr. T. Horne, Stockton-on-
Tees ; Dr. F. T. Heuston, Dublin ; Dr. C. R. Illingworth, Accrington ; Dr. J.
A. Jackson, Hexham ; Jeyes's Sanitary Compound Company, London; Mr.
J. Johnston, Bradford; Mr. W. Johnstone, London; Mr. G. A. Johnston,
Ambleside; Dr. N. Kerr, London; Mr. Skene Keith, London; Dr. Kelly,
Taunton ; Dr. R. Kirk, Partick ; Mr. F. Lees, Atherton ; Mr. H. Lund, Man-
chester; Professor Oscar Liebreich, Berlin; Mr, L. Lewis, Qswestry; Mr.

C. J. R. Lawday, Strete ; Mr. T. W. 8. Locke, Harrogate; Mr. L. G. Lawson,
Invergordon; Dr. J. Maccall, West Hartlepool; Mr. Wm. Maycock,
Leamington ; Dr. W. Macewen, Glasgow; Mr. W. Marriott, Londaen ; Dr.
R. Msguire, London ; Dr. J. A. MacWilliam, Cults; Our Manchester Cor-
respondent ; Dr. H. W. G. Mackenzie, London ; Miss Macconnell, London ;
A Member ; Mr. James MacMunn, Crouch End ; Dr. J. W. Moore, Dublin;
The Secretary of the Midland Medical Society, Birmingham ; A Member ;
Mr. J. J. Marsh, Ormskirk; M.D.; Dr.J. MacLintock, Bradford ; Dr. Mur-
rell, London ;- Mr. A. H. Mason, Londen ; Mr. James Metcalfe, Mauning-
bam ; Dr. S. Mackenzie, London; Mr. N. H. Nixon, London ; Dr. J. Neil,
Oxford; Mr. W. G. Nash, Plymouth; Mr. J. Nyland, Torquay; Dr. J.
Ormsby, Dover; Dr. C. W. Philpot, Croydon; Mr. D’Arcy Power, London;
Dr. C. H. Phillips, Hanley; Mr. A. B. Pollock, Hillhead ; Dr. H. Page,
Redditch ; Dr. Louis Parkes, London ; Dr. Parsons, Dover ; The Press
Cutting Agency, London; Mr. J. Poland, London; Mr. R. F. Quinton,
London; Dr. T. T. Reynold, London; Mr. J. M. Richards, London;
Dr. Rentoul, Liverpool; Dr. G. Reid, Stafford; Dr. Robertson, Vent-
nor; Mr. R. A. Scott, Pickering; Dr. Sykes, Mexborough; Mr. P.
Selby, Croydon; Dr. E. M. Sympson, Lincoln; Mr. G. Spicer. Dover;
Messrs. Simmons and Tullidge, London; The Secretary of the Sheffield
Medico-Chirurgical Society, London; Mr. G. Smith, Upper Clapton; Mr.
M. Smale, London; Lord Sandhurst, London; Mr. H. Snow, London;
Messrs. Street and Co., London; Dr. L. S. Smyth, Bournemouth;
Mr. J. A. E. Stuart, Heckmondwicke; Dr. Sinclair, London; Mr.
E. H. C. Sullivan, St. Heliers; Dr. G. Steell, Manchester; The Sec-
retary of the Apothecaries’ Hall, London; :Mr. Towers-Smith, Lon-
don; Dr. W. S. Steele, Torquay; Dr. 8. W. Smith, Cheltehham; Mr. J.
Greig Smith, Clifton; Dr. Alfred Sheen, Cardiff; Dr. Seaton, London; J.
Teare, M.B., Port St. Mary; Dr. Tobin, Dublin; Mr. J. K. Thornton,
London ; Dr. G. Thin, London ; Mr. Lawson Tait, Birmingham ; Miss E. A.
Turner, Southampton ; Mr. J. Thomas, London; G. H. Vos, M.B., Totten-
ham ; Vox Clamantis; Mr. J. H. Vinrace, London; Dr. F. Vacher, Birken-
head ; Mr. C. A. Walters Cheltenham ; The Warden of St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital, London ; Dr. Willoughby, London; Mr. James West, London;
Dr. White, Tralee; Dr. B. Yeo, London; Dr. G. E. Yarrow, London, etc,

BOOKS, ®rc., RECEIVED.

My Fﬁends at Sant’ Ampello. By J. A. Goodchild. London: Kegan Paul,
Trench, Triibner, and Co. 1890.

A Guide to Operations on the Brain.
London : J. and A. Churchill. 1890.

Lecons de Clinique Médicale Faites i 1'Hopital Saint-Eloi de Montpelier,
Novembre, 1886; Juillet, 1690, Par le Dr. J. Grasset. Montpelier :
Camille Coulet. 1891.

The Theory and Practice of Nursing. By Percy G. Lewis, M.D. Londcn :
The Hospital (Limited). 1590,

Notes on Pathology. By J. Ryland Whitaker.
stone. 1890.

Formule ip addition to those in the British Pharmacopceia used at the Central
London Throat, Nose, and Ear Hospital, compiled by the Honorary
Medical Staff. )

Transactions of the American Surgical Association. Edited by J. Ewing
Mears, M.D. Vol. V1II. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston, Son, and Co. 1890.

By Professor Alec Fraser. Price 63s.

Edinburgh: E. and 8. Living-

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE
“BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL,~

Seven lines and under .. £0 3 6
Each additional line e 0 0 4
A whole column . . 115 0
A page w 500

An average line contains seven words.
‘When a series of insertions of the same advertisement is ordered, a discount is
made on the above scale in the following proportions, beyond which no reduction
can be allowed.
For 6 insertions, a deduction of 10 per cent.
» 120r13 ,, ” . 20 ”
» 28 ” " 25,

” ” . 30 ”
Special terms for occasional change of copy during series :
20 per cent. if not less than 26 pages be taken }or their equivalent
5 52

25 . v i half or
30 ”» 10¢ e quarter pages.

For these terms the series must, in each case, be completed within twelve months Srom
the date of first insertion.

Advertisements should be delivered, addressed to the Manager at the Office,
not later than noon on the Wednesday preceding publication ; and, if not paid
for at the time, should be accompanied by a reference.

Post-Office Orders should be made payable to the British Medical Association
at the West Central Post-Office, High Holborn. Small amounts may be paid in
postage-stamps. .

NoTiCE.—Advertisers are requested to observe that it is contrary to the
Postal Regulations to receive at Post-Offices letter addressed to initials only.



