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As regards personal experience, I cannot say that I was ever satisfied
that chloral had any influence on the course of the disease, although 1
zave it in all the cases which came under my care. On the other hand,
1 have often secn the most violent spasms persisting although the
patient was deeply under the influence of the drug; and I am certain
that in many cases, when its use is pushed to an_extreme degree, it
does more harm than good. Long before the bacterial origin of tetanus
was known surgeons in Madras had recognised the fact that wounds
in which some part of the body had been crushed against the earth,
and where particles of dust had been driven into the tissues, were
more_frequently followed by tetanus than any others. It was often
possible to foretell the onset of tetanus from the nature of the wound.
and for a long time I made it a practice to administer chloral in all
such cases as soon as tliey were admitted into hospital. This was done
with a view of testing the action of the drug in the early stages of the
disease, but it was found that this trcatment neither delayed the onset
of tetanus nor mitigated its severity. I cannot say that 1 have found
any other drug of any more service than chloral. There can be no
doubt that, as %ar as our present knowledge goes, the esscntial points
in the treatment of tetanus arc the seclusion of the patient and careful
feeding. The stimulus of a strong light, a loud noise, or a draught of
air increases the frequency of the convulsive scizures. and hence it is
essential to isolate the patient if possible in a separate ward and pro-
tect him from all disturbing influences. 1t is necdless to say that our
hest efforts must be directed to the feeding of the patient fo support
him in his struggle with the discase. Owing to the necessity of disturb-
ing the patient as little as possible, and also to the locking of the jaws,
the administration of food becomes often very difficult and requires
great skill and care on the part of the nurses. Rectal alimentation is
often necessary.

It is somewhat surprising to hear of amputation being recommended
in the treatment of tetanus, yet Mr. Maylard says : ** Had a tender spot
been detected in the foot the latter would have been amputated, and
the boy very possibly saved the long and dangerous illness.” The fact
that spasms continue after amputation has been resorted to proves
that the poison exercises its intfluence directly on the nerve centres.
Hence the removal of the wounded member aiter trismus has once set
in can be of no avail, and must, on the other hand, seriously diminish
the chances of recovery.

Our great hope regarding tetanus lies in prophylaxis. The more
widely it is recognised that the poison is introduced by means of dust
and carth, the greater care will be taken in cleansing wounds impreg-
nated with these substances. During the ten years 1875 to 1885, out of
1,112 cases of wounds admitted into the General Hospital, Madras, 108
(9.7 per cent.) developed tetanus. The incidence of the diseasc was,
however, much greater during the early part of this period than during
the later part. During the first five years 10.5 per cent. of cases of
wound were followed by tetanus. During the next three years 9.6 per
cent. developed tetanus ; whereas during the last two years only 7.2 per
cent. suflered. These results point to improvement in antiseptic treat-
ment and more thorough cleansing of wounds. It is nccessary, for
the credit of the hospital, to say that most of these patients do not
come for treatment until some days have elapsed, and, furthermore,
that in many of thesc cases it is extremely difficult to purify the
wound effectually. Wlen a heavy cartwheel passes over a naked foot,
crushing it against the ground and driving particles of dust deeply
and violently into the tissues, the purification of the wound becomes a
matter of difficulty. The latter remarks of course apply particularly
to India, where the microbe of tectanus lurks in every roadway, and
where, owing to the scanty garments of the natives, poison-laden dust
isi g']o!'ced into a wound without the intervention of any article of
clothing.
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