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A potent product ‘ .
for combating
Whooping Cough

WHOOPING COUGH VACCINE

(D.S.I. Brand)

A suspension of killed Bacillus pertussis (Bordet-Gengou),
containing 8,0C0 to 10,000 million bacilli in each c.c.

All children who have been exposed to infection should be injected with

. Whceoping Cough Vaccine D.S.I. Brand. Immunization is effected in

Prevention the majority of cases, and in those cases where infection is r.ot prevented
the disease runs a very mild course.

. . _ Injections of Whooping Cough Vaccine D.S.I. Brand should be given

Treatment as early as possible. The vaccine treatment is useless when the disease is
fully developed, but injections given early will shorten the attacks and
reduce the virulence of the disease in practically all cases.

D.S.I. Vaccines are prepared from virulent cultures of the organism
isolated from cases of similar bacterial origin. They are tested first
on animals, and afterwards on human patients, before issue.

All D.S.’l. Vaccines are Detoxicated
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Letters, Notes, and Ansfoers,

All communications in regard to editorial business should be
addressed to The EDITOR, British Medical Journal, British
Medical Assoclation Mouse, Tavistock Sguare, W.C.t.

ORIGINAL ARTICLES and LETTERS forwarded for publication
are understood to be offered to the BriTism MeprcaL JOURNAL
alone unless the contrary be stated. Correspondents who wish
notice to be taken of their communications should authenticate
them with their names, not necessarily for publication.

Authors desiring REPRINTS of their articles published in the
BeiTisg MepicaL JOURNAL must communicate with the Financial
Secretary and Business Manager, British Medical Association
House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1, on receipt of proofs.

All communications with reference to ADVERTISEMENTS, as welt
as orders for copies of the JoUrNAL, should be addressed to the
Financial Secretary and Business Manager.

The TELEPHONE NUMBERS of the British Medical Association
and the BriTisE MEepicaL JourNAL are HUSEUM 9861, 9862, 9863,
and 986} (internal exchange, four lines).

The TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESSES are :

EDITOR of the Britisa MEDICAL JOURNAL, ditiology Westcent,
London.

FINANCIAL SECRETARY AND BUSINESS MANAGER
(Advertisements, etc.), Articulate Westcent, London.

MEDICAL SECRETARY, Mediscera Westcent, London.

The address of the Irish Office of the British Medical Asseciation is
16, South Frederick Street, Dublin (telegrams : Bacillus, Dublin;
telephone : 4737 Dublin), and of the Scottish Office, 6, Drumsheugh
Gardens, Edinburgh (telegrams : 4ssociate, Edinburgh ; telephone :

. 24361 Edinburgh).

QUERIES AND ANSWERS.

¢ OBSTRUCTION,”’ who contemplates having a colostomy performed,
would like to have the experiences of some medical man who
has undergone this operation, especially as to the amount of
disagreeableness thereby entailed and the amount of time spent
daily in dressing the wound. Is the mental picture that every
medical man has of this condition an exaggerated one ?

SpA TREATMENT.
¢ R. P. 8.” asks for information about the baths at Jura in Pern,
said to be efficacious in gout.

SURGEON CAPTAIN E. H. MEADEN, R.N.(ret.), asks for advice in
" the choice of a spa for the treatment of chrouic articular
" rheumatism and fibrosis, with a certain degree of arterio-
sclerosis. He has thought of Droitwich or Bath.

BORING THE LOBULE.

(Stirchley, Birmingham) sends us a sketch
(reproduced herewith) of an in-
stroment which is used by
jewellers to puncture the lobule
of the ear. A is a trocar and
cannula, B is a trigger, ¢ & pull-
back to set the apparatus, and
D a hinge; when set, the trocar
and cannula  are withdrawn
into the tube E.” “I have used
this instrament several times,*
Dr. Brown adds; ¢ the
‘operation’ can be done quickl
e . and accurately and is practi-
- cally paintess.” The cost of the
instrument is about 108, 6d.; 1t can be obtained from the Wilmot
Manufacturing Company, Camden Street, Birmingham.” -

Dr. JAMES BROWN

' SToMACH CoveH. .
. M.B.CANTAB.” asks for help in sell-treatment.
for years from persistent nigbt cough, the performance being
always the same, waking from 1 to 2 a.m.—that is, roughly five
hours alter last meal—with violent irritation in the throat,
coughing incessantly for about half an hour or movre until fiatus
‘forms in the stomach and can be expelled, when the irritation
‘ceases and rest can be resumed. Condition diagnosed by physician
as nervous hyperchlorhydria, but treatment by dieting and various
‘stomach mixtures has been unsuccessful. Bromides occasion-
-ally relieve, but are undependable. Alkalis taken at the time
,nhor.ten the attack and hasten expulsion of flatus, but taken at
bedtime seem powerless to ward off the atiacks, whick have
Jpersisted for some ten years. Teeth good, threat normal,
‘general health good, and no conscious indigestion by day.

INcOME TAX.
Free Quarters.
“P. E. A.” holds an appointmeunt as assistant medical officer to a
‘convalescent liome at'a salary plus free quarters and board in the
home. Are his.free qaarters assessable%o income tax ?

*«* It seems that the authorities recognize that the home is
entitled to exemption from assessment, Schedule A, bat there is a

He has suffered

statutory qualification to sach exemptions—*‘so far as not occu-
pled by any individual officer . . . whose total annual income . . .
amounts to £150.”” Although “P. E. A.” has the free use of the
rooms the statutory occupier of the premises as a whole is the
authority administering the home, and the retaining of the
value of the gquarters as liable fo tax should therefore be by way
of a restriction of the exemption granted to the authority—in
other words, the tax is payable, but by the treasurer rather than
by our correspondent.

Cash Basis.
“A. W.8.C.” has been assessed for the past twenty years on a
- cash receipt basis. He has now been asked, through the ageut
by whom his returns are lodged, to revise his figures so as to put
them on the basis of *‘ fees earned.” For various reasons this
would prove very troublesome.

*«* Unless the practice is expanding there would apparently
be no ground for believing that a revision to the value of fees
earned would effect any material change over a period of years,
and in such circamstances it is _understood that inspectors of
taxes do not press for the change to be made. We suggest that
our correspondent should communicate with the inspector—or

eferably see him if practicable—and explain the particular

ifficalties in meeting his request, including that of the specifie
valuation of outstanding debts, and endeavour to show him that
compliance is unnecessary. Theoretically the inspector is right,
but on the assumption made above his request is not in accord-
ance with the normal practice, and would not, we believe, be
supported on appeal to the Commissioners appointed to hear
appeals against assessments. In any case insistence on the
request would have to be backed by a previous amendment of
the existing assessment, which apparently agrees with the cash
besis return.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

THE REGISTRATION OF NURSING HoMEs.

Miss L. RaMspEN, President of the Incorporated Midwives' Insti-
tute, writes : We feel that your readers are not sufficiently aware
of the dangerous provisions that have been inserted in the
Nursing Homes (Registration) Bill. These place the duty of
inspecting nursing and maternity homes in the hands of the
smaller local authorities (in many eases the rural or district
councils) and propose the repeal of Part II of the Midwives and
Madternity Homes Act, 1926. This Act, which has been working
satisfactorily since passed, placed the inspection of maternity
homes under the same authority as the midwives—the coannty
councils and the county berough councils. If the new bill, as
amended, is passed, the resalt will be: dual inspection, the home
being under one authority and the midwives working in it under
another, with conflicting rules and regulations; the possibility,
so undesirable in administrative work, of the influence of per-
sonal friends and vested interests; and the certainty that the
smaller authorities would not be able to provide well trained,
whole-time inspectors with expert knowledge.

MENSTRUAL ‘* UNCLEANLINESS.” .

CoLONEL P. BrooME GILES (Folkestore) writes: Whilst I do not

believe that the usual brief handling of food by a menstruating

woman will decompose the food, I know by actual experience that
. the prolonged contact between the hands of s menstruating

‘woman in the process of rubbing salt, etc., for the pregervation

of hams will produce a decomposition and render the hams

uneatable. This fact is well known to the farmers’ wives in
" Herefordshire, Radnorshire, and Breconshire.

’ Soy BEAN SEEDS AS CULTURE MEDIUM.
Masor H. St. ARNAUD AGATE (Salisbury) writes: In the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of October 22nd (Epitome, ra. 379) there
. appears _au exbtract from the Rassegna int. di clin. e ter. of
. Angust 3lst, uvuder the heading of ‘* Boy bean seeds as culture
-mediwm,” by L. Vitale. I should like to point out that in an
original communieation entitled ‘‘ The standardization of a base
_culture medium,”. published in- the Journal of the R.4.M.C.,
dated March, 1922, I mentioned soy beans as being among the
gubstances used in the preparation of culture medium. I still
use is, with the addition of 0.5 per cent. of marmite. Ihave done
this for about eight years, with uniformly satistactory results.
. I can, therefore, confirm L. Vitale’s experience. ‘

A CORRECTED PRICE. . .
TRE price of The Invert and His Social Adjustment, which was
reviewed last week, is, we are informed, 58., and not 3s. 6d.

VACANCIES,

NOTIFICATIONS of offices vacant in universities, medical colleges,
© and of vacant resident and other appointmesxts at hospitals,
will be found at pages 50, 51, 52,53, 56, and 58 of our advertisement
columns, and advertisements as to partnerships, assistantships,
and locumtenencies at pages 54 and 55.
A short summary of vacant posts notified in the advertisement
columns appears in the Supplement at page 187.



