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Letters, Hotes, and Ansivers.

All communications in regard to editorial business should be
addressed to The EDITOR, British Medical Journal, British
Medical A fation H , Tavistock Square, W.C.1.

ORIGINAL ARTICLES and LETTERS forwarded for publication
are understood to be offered to the BrrTisa MEDICAL JOURNAL

. alone unless the contrary be stated. Correspondents who wish
notice to be taken of their communications should authenticate

. them with their names, not necessarily for publication. ‘

Authors desiring REPRINTS of their articles published in the
BritiseE MepicAL JourNaL must communicate with the Iinancial
Secretary and Business Manager, British Medical Association

" House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1, on receipt of proofs.

All communications with reference to ADVERTISEMENTS, as well
as orders for copies of the JourNat, should be addressed to the

. Financial Secretary and Business Manager. .

The TELEPHONE NUMBERS of the British Medical Association

and the Brrtise Mepicat JourNaL ave MUSEUM 9861, 9862, 9868,

and 9564 (internal exchange, four lines). :
The TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESSES are :
E._lingR of the Britisn MepicaL JourNar, Aitiology Westcent,
ondon. . .. o
FINANCIAL SECRETARY AND .BUSINESS MANAGER
(Advertisements, cte.), Articulate Westcent, London.
MEDICAL SECRETARY, Mcdisecra Westcent, London. -
The address of the Irish Office of the British Medical Association
is 16, South Frederick Strect,” Dublin (telegrams: Bacillus
Dublin; telephone: 62550 Dublin), and of the Scottish Office,
7, Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh (telegrams: Associate,
Edinburgh; telephone 24361 Edinburgi). o

QUERIES AND ANSWERS,

: TREATMENT OF CHRONIC URTICARIA,
$#INQU:RER " agks: Could any reader suggest treatment for a man
aged 28 who has urticaria, from which he is never entirely free,
and at times suffers from acute attacks. No particular sensitizing
ageut has been Iound. : '

SALICIN ADMINISTRATION IN PREGNANCY.

¢« H. C.” asks whether the large doses of salicin advocated in
influenza by Mr. Turner and others can be quite safely used at
any stage of pregnancy without risk of miscarriage or injury to

- the foetus. ' : :

. HYPERTRICHOSIS.

“ C. 8.” writes: One of my patients, a girl of 19, is much ¢oncerned
beoun?f ?‘f a tln%k gtrcavthpf hiat.:ili gn hter arms and legs, and has
consulted me_about the possibility of removing this unsightly’
fur, I should bs glad of al.?dvice. 7 ving ghtly
. *,* A dermatologist, to whom we have referred the question,

. replies: This is essentially a case for a depilatory. It can be
- made by the medical man himself by drying freshly precipitated
{barium- sulphide, but in all probability it will be found more

- satisfactory to use one of the many proprietary preparations
on the market. This is the legitimate field for ﬁhc?ir'eniploymeut.

© 777" WANTED—A HoME, :

¢« F.R.C.S.” writes: I am anxions to get in touch with a doctor ¢
the south coast of Englahd§vgh6 \vguld be prepared to tgkeoin%g
his home a girl of 104 for the winter months. She has had
serious osteomyelitis of the iliumi, with infection of the hip-

oint. She is herself the daughter of a doctor abroad. 8he wﬁl

e able to get:about to some extent, but will want a good deal of
special care. Some provision for education, either in the home
or within reach, is desirable; preferably with other, children.
But the' most essential [)oint'ié'g. good sunny, healthy site and

* plenty of open-gir facilities.

. : CoRNS, ‘
DR. P. CLENNELL FENWICK (Christchurch, New Zealand), who is
jn charge of the radium -and -dee them‘py department of North
- Canterbury Hospital, writes:” With referencé to the ‘quéry of
- ¢ H. A.-A.” on July 14th (p. 85), I suggest that he should try the
effect of soft » rays on corns. We have treated a number of
; cases in this department with pleasing success. Our dosage is:
_ kilovolts, 150; filter, 1 mm. of aluminium ; distance, 50 cm.;
time to give a quouraud_ astille dose, 44 minutes. The foot is
shielded with thin lead, with a hole cut to expose the.corn. We
- avoid raying any part’ exeépt the actual corn, since we find the
tissues of the foot react very quickly to x rays.” We give one
- dose, repeated in' ten days, aud a thivd dose ten days after the
. second. We find that the patient loses the pain very quick!
after the first dose; that after the second application ‘the ha.rg
. avea is softened; and after the. third dose there is distinct
- softening and lessening of the whole area. I think this treat-
- ment is well worth a trial, since, in my own case, I founa relief
from a very painful corn on the foot (catised by ill-fitting military
boots), which had resisted all forms of treatment for some years.

INCOME TAX.
C Replacement of Car.
#J, D.L.” bought a car A in 1921 for £700 and car B in 1322 f
£150, us'ng both in his practice, In 1927 car C was bougght (gz
£400 and car B (value, say, £10) ceased to be used.

*.* The inspector of taxes regards O as replacing B;
¢“J.D.L.’s” view is that C has replaced A and A has replaced B.
Replacement consists of the purchase of one asset in place of
another; normally the one discarded is sold, and it is notarguable
that in such circumstances any other is involved. In this case
the fact that car B is still retained (though not used) complicates
the matter somewhat, but the same principle applies, and we
are of opinion that the inspector’s view is correct. The question
is not one of replacement in the sense of one car being used

_instead of another, but of replacement as an asset of the
practice.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETOC,

. AN OVERDOSE OF MEDINAL.
LOWLAND DoCTOR *" sends the following note on the effects of
an.overdose of medinal: A tabetic patient (he writes), & woman
aged 48, who suffers severely from gastric’crises and lightning
" pains in the legs, has been undergoing treatment with bismuth
. preparations for the past year. She suffers nlso from menopausal
. symptoms associated with a systolic blood pressure of 165 mm. Hy.
The pupils are always irregularly dilated. For the past year ov
so she had been accustomed to take one-half to three-quarters of
& T7.5-grain tablet of medinal when the pain was very seveve. . Ou
September 23rd she went to bed in the afternoon complaining of
severe pain. Next morning I was callel in, to find her comatose,
with “stertorous breathing. Paralysig was complete and there
- had been retention of urine for-twenty-four hours. Her préevions
- high blood pressure aud irregular pupils made diagnosis difficult.
- Since the relations had no tally of the tablets taken, I treated her
_at first a8 & case of cerebral haemorrhage. As time passed I felt
move confident that she was suffering from .an overdose of
medinal; at length, after vigorous stimulation and shaking, she
opeued her eyes—forty-eight hours from the time of taking the
tablets. It was the fourth day béfore she was able to form
& word or recognize her relations, although her hearing seemeil
acute. By the sixth day she wasable to tell me, ina hesitatiuﬁ
manner, that she had taken nine tablets, as the pain was so bad.
Now, at the end of eleven days, she is mentally alert bat physic-
ally very weak, The retention of urine lasted five days. .

-

MEDICAL GOLF. : o
THE auiumn meeting of the Medical Golfing Society was held ab
Princes Golf Club, Sandwich, on October 13th and 14th, by kind
- permission. The course was in excellent. coudition. - Special
thanks are due to Captain Baird, the secretary of the club.
. The results of the competitions were as follows ;

Singles v. Bogey (for Dr. Bathurst's prize).—1st, T. A. Torrance, 2 up;
2nd. N.C. Carver (after a tie at 2 up each).

Foursomes v. Bogey (for Mr. Max Page’s prize).—lst, N. C. Carver
and G. Hebert (after a tie with T. A. Torrance and S8ir Kenneth

adby at 2 down each). . L . R
G%ﬁhe {Yafmv Ryall Cup.—1st, J. D. Gray, 76 (92—-16) ; 20d, A. Galletly,
77 (82—5); 3rd, J. W. Yorke-Davies, '_73'(96"'18). -

: MEeNTONE HOME OF REST. :

WE are asked to direct -attention once more to the fact that
professional -men of limited means who require a change are
. received into the Home of Rest at Mentone at a charge of 30s.
a week for board and lolging.- Special congideration may be
given to the cases of those who canunot pay this. amouunt, The
stay of each person is limited to three months. The Louse is
" open from November Ist o May 1st; it is a philanthropic under-
taking, designed to help professional mien who break dowu
temporarily, and is therefore useful to medical practitioners of
small means, or their professional patients similarly situated.
. Further. information may.be obtained from the lady super-
intendent, or.the honoravy. physicians, Dr. D. W. Samways and

" Dr. Stanley Rendall, at Mentone, Alpes Maritimes, France.

.. A CHOCOLATE BICENTENARY,
THE bicentenary number of Fry's Works Magazine, issued to
celebrate the %Oth anniversary of the entrance into business in
this sphere of Joseph Fry, the founder of the well-known firm ot
Messrs. J. 8. Fi'y and Sons, chocolate and cocoa manufactarers,
contains an interesting account of the development of this huge
concern, richly -illustrated ~with photographs aund sketches.
- As mentioned-in the Journal of July 28th i'p. 182), Joseph lsjr{r
was & medical practitioner; in addition to his assooiation with
the manufactare of chocolate, he was a partner in a china works
and a soap-making business, the owner of & chemical works, and
the originator of & type foundry. Lord Riddell writes in the
" Magazine on “ The chocolate age’; Mr. Ernest. Bevin, in an
article on ¢ The growth of trade unionism,” pays a tribute to
the working conditions and the satisfactory relations prevailing
between employers and employed in the firm’s establishments;
and Mr. Charles Wells contributes an accouut of ¢ Bristol

in 1728.”

VACANCIES. ]
IFICATIONS of offices vacant in uuniversities, medicdl colleges
Ng.lr:d 4f vacant resident and other appolntmeut’s at hospitals, will
be found at pages 44, 45, 48, 49, and 50 of our advertisement
columns, and advertisements % to (}i)a‘.‘t"ztnetsbips, assistantships,
- locumtenencies at: e8 46 an A . .

ang sgggt summary of va!.)&gnt posts.notified in the advertisement

columns appears in the Supplement at page 171,



