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Psychology and Religion

Dr. Irene N. CroucH (Glasgow) writes:” I was disappointed
to find, in Dr. Forsyth’s article on the above subject
(Journal, November 24th, p. 958), that religious ideas were
treated mainly on the level of Browning's Caliban upon
Setebos. All the great religions transcend Caliban’s thco-
logy ; though all their adherents do not, no religion could
persist which did not transcend Caliban’s theology. As
this is not a point which can be settled by argument, I
should like to consider another point which admits of more
objective evidence. ‘‘ Conversion,’’ says the report, ‘‘ was

essentially a phenomenon of adolescence, and psychologically

was no other than the new strong tide of sexual feeling being
deflected into religion. The check to its usual course was
the outcome of undue strictness in early training.”” On
looking at history, we find that neither religion nor sex
exhibits a proper sense of its psychological barriers. Dante
formed a life-long passion for Beatrice when he was nine ;

St. Catherine of Siena devoted herself to the religicus life

at the age of 7 ; while Joan of Arc was about 13 when she

first heard her ‘‘ voices.”” If we take the adolescent period
to be roughly the years between 14 and 25, we find some
leaders of great religious movements experienced ‘‘ con-

version '’ during this period, and a good many mcre did

not. . . . If Dr. Forsyth cares to study .the history cof

Protestant Missions, he will find a large percentage ol

entirely normal husbands and fathers among the men who

were unquestionably moved by a stronger religious impulse
than are most men.

Influence of Decubitus on Vertex Presentation

Miss MiINa B. WALKER (Matron, Crayford Hospital and Barnes
Cray Nursing Home) writes:.As a midwife, may I be allowed
to put forward the following suggestion? I submit that
there is a factor which, during the latter part of pregnancy,
largely determines the respective incidence of right and left
vertex presentations. The child’s back will almost always
be found to be directed towards the side on which the
expectant mother is in the habit of sleeping during the last
eight or ten weeks of pregnancy. It does not appear un-
reasonable that this should be brought about by ordinary
gravitation combined with the known tendency of the
foetus in wutero to kick away from resistance. Practical
interest rests on the general statistics of vertex presenta-
tions. With a left position an occipito-posterior presenta-
tion is of rare occurrence. With a right position, however,
an occipito-posterior presentation is very common, and the
frequency with which this leads to various degrees of delay
and difficulty in primigravidae is worth bearing in mind.
For several months I have been experimenting on these
very simple lines at the Crayford Hospital ante-natal clinic.
Patients have been' instructed to sleep on their left side
from about the seventh month of pregnancy. The number
of left occipito-anterior presentations has increased so
markedly during this period that it is difficult to put the
results down to mere coincidence. I suggest that anyon:
giving the foregoing method a trial will be surprised at the
results obtained. The procedure aims at preventing the
occurrence of right vertex positions, with their liability to
be posterior or to become so at the onset of labour, and
is based on the assumption that it is mainly from these
positions that the majority of unreduced occcipito-posterior
presentations are derived. ILater in pregnancy, where a
right vertex (potentially posterior) is already established—
say at thirty-eight weeks—some successful results will still
be obtained.

A Cancer Library

News comes from Philadelphia of the gift of Dr. F rederick L.
Hoffman’s cancer library, made jointly by the Prudential
Insurance Company and himself, to the Cancer Research
Laboratories of the University of Pennsylvania Graduate
School of Medicine. An effort is being made by the Cancer
Research Laboratories to establish a central depot or
clearing-house for all information about malignant disease,
so that, for the North American continent at least, there
will be a collection and reference library available to those
interested in cancer. The Hoffman library includes many
cancer books and reprints, as well as files of the leading
cancer periodicals, and a large collection of related medical
works and the vital and medical statistics of practically
the whole civilized world, covering at least the last ten years
of recorded experience. The library includes also the
original mortality data on cancer collécted by Dr. Hoffman
for various communities and sections of the United States
and Canada, exceeding 65,000 transcripts of cancer death

certificates and some 10,000 questionaries concerning
clinical, physical, and dietary factors, as well as treatment
data and {family histories of living cancer patients inter-
viewed by trained research assistants in different cities
with the co-operation of local boards of health and hospitals.
At the present time, Dr. Hoffman is concentrating most‘ of
his attention upon an elaborate study of cancer in relation
to diet and nutrition, including the collection of data in
Philadelphia, Boston, San Antonio, and St. Louis. The
Hofiman Library for Cancer is open to anyone in search of
information, and every possible assistance will be given in
the furtherance of special methods of research in which the
statistical method can be of value.

Female Bleeders.

Dr. M. H. ArmMsTrRONG Davison (Darlington) writes: The
recent correspondence concerning female bleeders has
prompted me to intrude upon your space. It is well that
such cases should be made known, and that the statement
found in so many medical textbooks should be confuted.
If, as is so often said, haemophilia were only a disease of
males, and were only transmitted by females, obviously
it would have died out at its inception, and could never
have been inherited from the first sufferer. Actually the
disease is inherited from male and female alike according
to strict Mendelian laws, modified only by the fact that the
gene in question is borne upon the X-chromosome. The
gene is recessive, afid thus, if a female carrier marry a
normal male, the chances are (if the: number of oflspring
be sufficient) that half the male children will be bleeders
and half the female children carriers. Should a hacmophilic
male marry a normal female, all the male oflspring will
be normal and all the females carriers. If, on the other
hand, a haemophilic male marry a carrier female the first
filial generation will be composed of normal and haemo-
philic males in equal proportions, and carrier and haemo-
philic females, also in equal proportions. It will thus be
seen that a haemophilic female is not an extraordinary
phenomenon, but is the natural, though necessarily rare,
outcome of the laws of heredity.

Castor Oil Vapour as a Purgative

Dr. Puiip Kemp (Birmingham) writes: Another explanation
of* the phenomena recorded by Dr. Macphee (Journal,
December 8th, p. 1045) might perhaps be given. Consider-
able veneration of castor oil prevailed among parents of
earlier days, and ccnsequently few children escaped experi-
ence of this repulsive liquid.” A strong mental impression
was likely to result from an administration, and this might
become associated with the memory of subsequent purgation.
Is it not possible that the ‘‘ slightly nauseating cdour,”’
when experienced in adult life, might stimulate the bowel
to increased action?

Unqualified Surgery

Dr. H. ErLiorr Brake (London, W.1) writes: Recent events
prompt those of us who are interested in plastic surgery to
wonder. why the law, which protects the public from being
able to buy a few hypnotic tablets without a doctor’s
prescription, should still allow that public to be subjected
to surgical operations under anaesthesia at the hands of
unqualified persons.

Diary-Calendars for 1935

Messrs. William R. Warner and Co., Ltd. (300, Gray’s Inn
Road, W.C.1) are issuing again for the forthcoming year
their diary and calendar of medical history, and copies can
be had gratis by doctors who apply to that address. It
is a handy book for the consulting-room desk, with many
oddments of information among the blank spaces. We. have
also received the 1935 issue of the familiar “ A.F.D.”
diary from the Anglo-French Drug Co., Ltd. (11 and 12,
Guilford Street, W.C.1). There is a ‘‘ tear-off ’’ page for
each day of the year, the whole pad being enclosed in stiff
covers with a calendar.

Vacancies

Notifications of offices vacant in universities, medical colleges,
and of vacant resident and other appointments at hospitals,
will be found at pages 32, 34, 35, and 37 of our advertise-
ment columns, and .advertisements as to partnerships,
assistantships and locumtenencies at pages 36 and 37.

A short summary of vacant posts notified in the advertise-
ment columns appears in the Supplement at page 308.



