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NEW DRUGS

In the past few years the number of important new drugs and our
understanding of pharmacology have continued to increase. Reliable
and unbiased information on the therapeutic use of these agents is,
however, not always readily available. Articles recently published in
the BM¥ on entirely new groups of drugs — H, receptor antagonists,
calcium antagonists, captopril — and on new members of groups of
drugs already available — beta-blockers, tranquillisers, hypnotics,
diuretics — fill this gap and are now collected together in book form.
Busy practitioners will find that this comprehensive review allows
them to make a more rational choice of treatment.
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“\Who’s afraid of
going upstairs?

Your angina patients

Transiderm-Nitro

glyceryl trinitrate

ne patch a day for the prophylaxis
of angina

Prescribing Notes: Presentation Transiderm-Nitro § and 10 are transdermal drug delivery systems, comprising respectively 10cm+ and 20cm* seif-

adhesive, pink-coloured patches, containing a drug reservoir of glyceryl trinitrate. Indication Prophylactic treatment of attacks ot angina pectoris, as

monotherapy or in combination with other anti-anginat agents. Dosage One Transiderm-Nitro 5 patch is to be applied every 24 hours. if a higher dose rs. .

is required a Transiderm-Nitro 10 patch may be substituted. It is recommended that the patch is applied to the tateral chest wall. The patch shouid be ~

removed after 24 hours, and the replacement patch applied to a new area of skin. Allow several days to elapse before applying a fresh patch to the same

area of skin. If acute attacks of angina pectoris occur, rapidly acting nitrate preparations may be required. Side-effects Headache may occur and usually

regresses after a few days. Reflex tachycardia can be controlled by concomitant treatment with a beta-blocker. Postural hypotension, nausea and "

dizziness occur rarely. Allergic skin reactions, a local mild itching or burning sensation may occasionally occur. Upon removal of the patch, any

slight reddening of the skin will usually disappear in a few hours. Precautions Pregnancy and lactation; recent myocardial infarction, acute heart failure

Aswith all anti-anginal nitrate preparations, withdrawai of treatment shou!d be gradual, by replacement with decreasing doses of long-acting oral nitrates.

The system shouid be removed betore cardioversion or DC defibrillation is attempted. Contra-indications Hy persensitivity to nitrates, severe hypotension,
marked anaemia, increased intraocular or intracranial pressure. Packs Boxes of 30 patches. Transiderm-Nitro 5 (PLO001/0094), basic

GeigyNHS price 64 4p per day; Transiderm- Nitro 10 (PL0001/0095), basic NHS price 70.9p per day. “denotes registered trademark. Full pre-

Transiderm-Nitro 5mg/24hrs.

scribing information is available on request from Geigy Pharmaceuticals, Horsham, ‘West Sussex




