“physician, the potential benefits
“butweigh the possible hazards.
Adverse reactions:

Weight gain may occur during
prolonged treatment.
Overdosage:

In case of overdose, gastric
lavage should be followed

by close observation and

ECG monitoring as arrhythmias
have occasionally occurred,

Full prescribing information
available on request.

PHARMACEUTICA
2340 Beerse, Belgium
the drug dliscovery company




We can put answers to questions about the world’s-
- most infections diseases in you rhands.
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If you aren’t, there’s never been a betfer Teason to
find out more about it.

Compact Library: Virdl Hepatitis xszhe newest in a’
series of CD-ROM libraties: that:gives you unhmated
“aceess to a compretiensive body of current informa- <
- tion-from your personat compiiter. The disk: includes”
the Hepatitis Knowledge Base—an electronic data-
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SPECIAL BMA MEMBERS EDITION

MIRROR OF
MEDICINE

A HISTORY OF THE BMJ
P. W. |. BARTRIP

The BM]J’s 150 year history has taken it from small beginnings in Worcester as the Provincial
Medical and Surgical Journal to its current position as a major international medical journal. On the
way there have been rows, editors’ dismissals, and battles with the BMA and royal colleges as well
as growing success and authority. In Mirror of Medicine the historian P W J Bartrip provides a
shrewd and perceptive commentary on the BMJ’s progress, placing its history in the context of con-
temporary events and examining its treatment of many key themes in medical science and society,
including public health, military medicine, quackery, sex, and the birth of the NHS. He also pro-
vides pen portraits of some of its most outstanding editors, among them the charismatic Ernest
Hart, his successor Dawson Williams, and the doughty Hugh Clegg. The BM]J’s present editor,
Stephen Lock, provides a postscript on the state of the BMJ today.

352 pp., illus., Clarendon Press/BMJ, September 1990

Price to BMA members only: UK £29; Abroad £33. Prices include packing and postage, by air speeded despatch abroad (air mail
rates on application). American Express, Mastercard, Visa credit cards accepted. Please give full details.

Return address for orders: British Medical Journal, PO Box 295, London WCIH 9TE: (Also available in the BMJ/BMA bookshop
in BMA House.)




ART AND SCIENCE

oetry and medicine are not as far apart as
P you might think: the Greeks attributed both
to one god, Apollo. ,
~Many doctors have followed in Apollo’ s footsteps
by combining the art of poetry with the practice of
miedicine, while others have abandoned med1c1ne
to make poetry their professxon e
In Apollo poems by medical writers from classical :
times to the twentieth céntury have been chosen '
~ and edited with an introduction by Edward
, ,Lowbury, hlmself a distinguished doctor poet
Including works by Rabelais, Sir Thomas Browne, :
Gdldsmith ; Keats, Schiller, Ronald Ross, William
Carlos Williams, and Dannie Abse, this beauufully
produced limited edition is published by the
 Keynes Press to mark the 150th anmversary
of the BMY.

Published 19 September 1990

Designed by Sebastian Carter; demy octavo; set in Erhardt and printed on -
Supreme Cream Bookwove paper; 158 pages

Limited edition of 1 000 copies

UK £20 GO, Abroad £23.00; USA $43.00 mcludmg postage, by air abroad )

S a great but undervalued editor of the BM¥, Frank Danby's
novel Dr Phillips: a Maida Vale Idyll was first published in
1887. Unlike many popular Victorian novels it is concisely plottcd
the characters are sympathetic and believable; and the author’s

. presentation of Jewish life in the late nmeteenth century is
;;uncompromnsmgly honest.

 Butisthe character of “Dr Phillips” a portralt of Hart? In his

introduction to the Keynes Press edition Stephen Lock, present
editor of the BMY, places the novel in its literary and historical

context and examines the character and achievements of Ernest Hart.

Finely bound and printed, and with illustrations by Tabitha Salmon,
this edition of Dr Phillips: a Maida Vale Idyll will fascinate those
interested in literature, history, and the BM?.

Published December 1989

Demy Octavo; set in Monophoto Modern and printed on Fineblade Cartridge
paper; xii + 285 pages; colour frontispiece °

Limited edition of 300 copies ’

Inland £45.00; Abroad £4§.00; USA $80.00 including postage, by air abroad

THE
KEYNES
PRESS

" American Express, Mastercard, Visa credit cards accepted.
Please give full details.

British Medical Journal, (Keynes Press), PO Box 295,
. London WC1H 9TE

upposedly based on rumoured events in the life of Ernest Hart,"-

ED, BMY, MURDER HIS WIFE?

‘Tabitha Salmon’s frontispiece from
Dr Phillips: a Maida Vale Idyll by Frank Danby




Suddenly it happens: can you cope?

Injury is an enormous problem in Western society. It is the commonest cause of
death among those aged under 35, and about 100 people die each week in road traffic
accidents in Britain. Hospital staff have to manage about 500,000 patients with
injury who are admitted each year, often with multiple injuries requiring urgent
treatment. »

The ABC of Major Trauma is a comprehensive guide to the early management of
the multiply injured patient. All immediately life threatening problems are dealt
with, the chapters being written by experts in all of the relevant specialties and by
doctors who have day to day experience of treating patients with major injuries in the
accident and emergency department. Also covered are the handling of accident
victims and their transport to hospital and how to deal with major accidents.
Practical guidance is clear and dogmatic to avoid delay in urgent treatment and is
relevant to all medical, paramedical, and nursing staff who are concerned with the
management of patients from the moment of injury to eventual discharge.

March 1991
UK £12.95; Abroad £15.00 (BMA members £11.95 or £14.00)

EDITED BY
DAV E

ID SKINNER
PETER DRISCOLL
RICHARD EARLAM

The second edition of the ABC of Resuscitation incorporates the latest standards and guidelines for
cardiopulmonary resuscitation issued by the Resuscitation Council (UK) in 1989. The are three oo v 71 Fane
new chapters—one on trauma, one on resuscitation in late pregnancy, and one on avoiding HIV
infection—and throughout, recommendations have been updated where necessary and other
revisions have been made in view of current theory and practice. Written by members of the
Resuscitation Council (UK) and other invited experts, the new edition of ABC of Resuscitation
offers the most up to date information and advice on this vital aspect of health care.

Review of the first edition

“This book represents a major achievement on the part of the Resuscitation Council and the British Medical y
Fournal and must be essential reading for every practising doctor, and especially those in the ‘front-line’ of NEgiy
pre-hospital care.” BASICS, Journal of the Association for Immediate Care

Second edition 1990
UK £6.95; Abroad £9.00 (BMA members £6.45 or £8.50)

In spinal cord injury correct management from the outset is vital to prevent further damage. But
what is the correct management? The ABC of Spinal Cord Injury sets it out step by step: how the
injured patient should be moved from the scene of the accident; the assessment of his injuries;
transfer to a spinal treatment centre; immediate medical problems and later complications; and
the specialised nursing, physiotherapy, and occupational therapy that are essential in helping the
patient and his family adjust to what may be a lifetime of disability. A valuable introduction to a
topic that non-specialists need to know more about.

Third impression 1990 .

UK £7.95; Abroad £9.00 (BMA members £7.45 or £8.50)

BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, PO Box 295, London WCI1H 9TE, any leading bookseller, or the BMF/BMA bookshop.

)
J'@  Pleasesendme___ copy/ies of the following BM] books
D Membership no.
| 1enclose a cheque for made payable to British Medical Journal. Debit my credit card (please tick box)
'8  [[Visa [] American Express (] Mastercard Card No. l I I | I l | I I I | I l | l I |
v Expiry Date Signature

NAME
0 ‘

ADDRESS
R .

POSTCODE

M

All prices include postage, by air abroad.




Guarding the
Guardians:
Research on

EDITORIAL PEER REVIEW

Following the success of the American -
Medical Association's First International
Congress on Peer Review in Biomedical
Publication, a second such Congress is
being planned for September 1993. We.
aim to present original research on critical
issues in the publication of all clinical and
scientific research. '

What are such critical issues?

e The mechanisms of peer review and
editorial decision making in different
journals. -~ .

e The relationships between authors,
editors, and reviewers, and how each is
educated, selected, and evaluated. '

* Allocation of responsibility for published
material

¢ Quality assurance

¢ Breakdowns, weaknesses, and biases

For more information on attending or
- presenting research, contact: -

Jane Smith, BA, MSc
Managing Editor, BMJ
BMA House

Tavistock Square
London WC1H 9JR
Telephone: 071-387-4499
Faesimile: 01-383-6418

sEGIN PLANNING YOUR RESEARCH PROTOCOLS NOW!



CLINICAL ALGORITHMS

h 4
h 4
CENTRAL ¢ ENDOCRINE
NERVOUS SYSTEM
SYSTEM
h 4 N -
Disorders of the central nervous system may In this step by step guide to the diagnosis and
present a bewildering variety of signs and treatment of common endocrinological

symptoms. How do you sort through them to
find the right treatment for your patient? This
manual provides you with short introductory

disorders a short introductory essay on each
topic is combined with an algorithm that

h provides a clear visual aid to decision making.
essays on common disorders, each one L - .

accompanied by an algorithm guiding you Orl_glnally published in the BMJ and now .
through the steps to be taken. Originally revised and brought up to date, the collection
published by the BMJ and now revised and includes:

brought up to date, the collection includes: e short stature

o epilepsy e hyperlipidaemia

s synoope o infertiity

e dizziness and vertigo ° delay.ed puberty

e memory loss o thyroid enlargement

GYNAECOLOGY
i

In this practical guide to the diagnosis and
treatment of common problems in gynaecology A 4
a short introductory essay on each topic is

combined with an algorithm that takes you step 0 RD ER

Price (each book)

Inland £7-95; Abroad £9.00 by step through the questions to be asked and

BMA members: ¢ the actions to be taken. Originally published in ) Now
Inland £7.45; Abroad £8.50 the BMJ and now re;vised and brought up to

including postage, by air abroad date, the collection includes: FROM

e premenstrual syndrome
pelvic inflammatory disease
vaginal discharge

abnormal cervical smear
psychosexual problems

_______________ |

ORDER FORM BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, PO BOX 295,
London WC1H 9TE, England or any leading medical bookseller

Please send me CLINICAL ALGORITHMS O 1enclose
O cCentral Nervous System
[J Gynaecology

O Endocrine System

.................. BMA Membership No. .................

Please make cheques payable to British Medical Journal or
debit my credit card (please tick box)

and the following BMJ books: O visa [0 American Express [1 Mastercard
............................................................................................ CaraNo.  [ITTTTTTTTTITTTT]
NAME L e, Card EXPIrY AALE «......veoveeeeeeeeeeeeee e e reneeeseeeestessees s
ADDRESS ..ot enaranaearanies

SIGNALUIE ...eiviiiiiiiiiiiie et sree e eeee e
POSTCODE ...t vesava v asaaeraaeeeeees

O Piease send me a book catalogue




"HOUR BACTERICIDAL POWER

Indications

Sepsis; meningitis; abdominal i ;infections of the bones, joints, soft tissue,
skin and of ds; infections in patients with impaired defence mechanisms;

renal and urinary tract infections; resp:rotory froct mfechons, particularly pneumonia,
ond ear, nose and 1hrouf mfechons, g g gonorrhea.

"'r Fl'l

Dosage
Usual dosage for adults: 1-2 g once daily (every 24 hours). Further lnformohons
on administration and special dosage rec ions are available on

q

Contraindications

Known hypersensitivity to cephalosporins.
Precavtions

Pregnancy (particularly in the first trimester), unless absolutely necessary. Hypersensi-
tivity to B-lactam anfibiotics (possibility of allergic cross-reactions, anaphytactic shock).
Side effects

Gastrointestinal complaints. H

P

Skin reactions.

Full details are available on request.

F. Hoffmann-La Roche Ltd, Basel, Switzerland




