MEDICAL STATISTICS How is no longer a problem —
ON MICROCOMPUTERS |I®

but there’s still which and why

The microcomputer revolution has made powerful machines and highly
complex programs generally available. This means that users of statistical
techniques need no longer be concerned with the arithmetical and algebraic
details — the software will take care of all that. What is vital, however, is to
understand the ideas and the basic principles of statistical analysis. In Medical
Statistics on Microcomputers R A Brown and ] Swanson Beck show how to get
the best use out of microcomputers when analysing data, particularly in the
pathology laboratory. They explain the rational basis of various widely
applicable statistical methods and also indicate their limitations so that you
can make an informed choice. Chapters include:
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® Data handling
® Analysis of data from one or two groups

UK £8.95; Abroad £10.50; US$25.00 ® Comparison of several groups
BMA members: £8.45 or £10.00 ® Analysis of categorical data

ACP members: USS21.00 ® Statistical methods for diagnostic tests.

Let the BM] guide you through statistics:

STATISTICS WITH CONFIDENCE — Confidence intervals and statistical guidelines. Martin ] Gardner, Douglas G Altman.

Many medical journals, including the British Medical Journal, now expect scientific papers submitted to them to contain confidence intervals when appropriate.
Why? what are they? and how do you calculate them? Statistzcs With Confidence tells you. A clear explanation of the reasons for using confidence intervals is followed
by detailed presentation of methods of calculation, including numerous worked examples and specially compiled tables. To make things even easier, a computer
programme, Confidence Interval Analysis (CIA), for calculating confidence intervals, has been specially designed by Martin Gardner and details are available from
the Publishing Department, British Medical Journal (or the American College of Physicians).

UK £8.95; Abroad £10.50; US$24.00  BMA members £8.45 or £10.00  ACP members US$19.00

STATISTICS AT SQUARE ONE — T D V Swinscow

The statistical testing of data is indispensable in many types of medical investigation and a help on countless occasions in clinical practice. This book provides step by
step instruction. Subjects covered include standard deviation, X2 tests, t tests, non-parametric tests, and correlation. The book includes sections on Fisher’s exact
probability test and rank correlation. Methods specially adapted to pocket calculators.

UK £3-95; Abroad £5.00; US$13.00 BMA members £3.45 or £4.50 ACP members US$11.00

STATISTICS IN PRACTICE — Sheila M Gore, Douglas G Altman

No doctor can afford to ignore statistics: most modern medical research uses statistics. This important and authoritative book provides clear information on designing
studies, applying statistical techniques, and interpreting studies that use statistics. It can be easily understood by those with no statistical training and should be read
by all those who want to keep abreast of new developments.

UK £8.95; Abroad £11.00; US$23.00 BMA members £7.95 or £10.00 ACP members US$19.00

EPIDEMIOLOGY FOR THE UNINITIATED — Geoffrey Rose, D J P Barker

Epidemiology has its own techniques of data collection and interpretation and its necessary jargon of technical terms, and in Epidemiology For The Unimitiated the
authors guide the novice expertly through the theory and practical pitfalls. The second edition of this popular BM J handbook has been revised to include further
details of epidemiological methods and some of their more dramatic applications, such as the investigations on the Spanish cooking oil epidemic, and AIDS.

UK £4-95; Abroad £6.00; US$14.00 BMA members £4.45 or £5.50 ACP members US$12.00

BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, PO Box 295, London WCI1H 9TE, any leading bookseller, or the BM¥ bookshop.
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doctors as ideal party guests
being propositioned by a patient
making your own gunpowder
appointments committees
hospital architecture

breast implants

trees

the royal touch

Each week in the BM] the regular columnists
of the “Soundings” page - two general
practitioners, three hospital doctors, three journalists
- expound wittily, passionately, or forcefully on
matters relating to medicine and the world at large.

This selection brings together a choice of

contributions from a year’s “Soundings” by

Trisha Greenhalgh, Julie Welch, Bernard Dixon,
Colin Douglas, James Owen Drife, George Dunea,
Tony Smith, and David Widgery.

Highly personal and eloquently expressed, .

these opinion pieces will entertain, inform, and

exasperate you by turns.

Publication details:

104 pages

Published November 1992

UK £5.95; Abroad £7.00

BMA members: UK £5.45; Abroad £6.50
Including postage, by air abroad.
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CUROPE MEETS THE
VANCOUVER GROUP

An invitation to all
€uropecan medical editors
to come and mecet members
of the International
Committee of Medical
Journal €ditors (the
Vancouver Group) and
discuss with them key
editorial issves.

To coincide with the 1993 meeting
of the Vancouver Group (the
International Committee of Medical
Journal €ditors) the BMJ and The
lancet are hosting a meeting at the
Royal Institution of €European medical
journal editors and members of

the Vancouver Group (including

the editors of the Annals of Internal
Medicine, the Journal of the
American Medical Association,

and the New €ngland Journal of

I Medicine). The aim is to allow
editors to meet and learn from each
other and to influence the issues

that the Vancouver Group considers.

The meeting will be followed
by an evening reception at
BMA House, Tavistock Square,
London WCTH 9JR

All editors of medical journals

are welcome to attend.

The Royal Institution,

21 Albemarle Street, London W1
followed by a reception at

BMA House, Tavistock.Square,
london WCTH 9JR

10.00 Welcome — Richard Smith, editor, BMJ

Robin Fox, editor, The lancet

10.05 Developing a journal —  Stefano Bombardieri,

Cinical and €xperimental
Rheumatology

10.25 Discussion
10.35 The search for better referees —

Bob and Suzanne Fletcher, editors
Annals of Internal Medicine

11.30 Coffee
12.00 Uhat should be on the Vancouver

1.15
2.30

3.15

4‘ 40

Group agenda? — Magne Nylenna, editor
Norwegian Medical Journal
George lundberg, editor JAMA
Group discussions

Llunch

The end of the paper journal? —
HKaren Hunter, €lsevier

Should €uropean medical editors

join together? — Hannu Vuori, WHO €urope
Group discussions

Summing up Richard Hughes, editor,

Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery,
and Psychiatry

6.00 - 8.00 Reception, BMA House,

Tavistock Square,
London WCTH 9JR

Cost (includes lunch): £80
Apply (enclosing cheque
made payable to BMA) to:
Gaby Shockley,

BMJ, BMA House,
Tavistock Square,

London WCIH 9JAR.



B MJ Publishing
. Group

Journals
BMJ

Published Weekly
Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases - monthly
Archives of Disease in Childhood - monthly
British Heart Journal - monthly
British Journal of Industrial Medicine - monthly
British Journal of Ophthalmology - monthly
Cardiovascular Research - monthly
Genitourinary Medicine - bi-monthly
Gut - monthly
Journal of Clinical Pathology - monthly
Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health - bi-monthly
Journal of Medical Ethics - quarterly
Journal of Medical Genetics - monthly
Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery and Psychiatry - monthly
Quality in Health Care - quarterly
Thorax - monthly
Tobacco Control: An International Journal - guarterly

BMA News Review - monthly
British Dental Journal - 22 issues a year

BDA News - 19 issues a year
British Journal of Anaesthesia - monthly

Bulletin of Medical Ethics - 10 issues a year
Current Work in the History of Medicine - quarterly
Eye - bi-monthly
Health Visitor - monthly
Medical History - guarterly

Medical History Supplement - annually

For full details or a sample copy please contact:
Rachel Armitage, Journals Marketing, BMJ Publishing Group,
BMA House, Tavistock Square, London WCIH 9JR




