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AND CELL

BIOLOGY

The study of disease at the molecular and cellular level is
revolutionising medicine. Already spectacular progress has been
made in identifying the genes involved in some diseases and in
understanding cancer pathogenesis, opening up exciting new
possibilities for treatment. In Basic Molecular and Cell Biology
leaders in the field explain the techniques of molecular and cell
biology, which are being applied in specialties as far apart as
cardiology and diabetes, and describe their implications for
medicine. It will enable doctors, students, and researchers to
gain a basic understanding of the subject and some insight into
the way in which the medical sciences will be moving over the
next few years.

This second edition has been extensively updated and
expanded, with four new chapters added.

CONTENTS INCLUDE:

® Molecular and cell biology in clinical medicine: introduction
David Weatherall

® The polymerase chain reaction: a tool for molecular medicine
A F Markham

® Gene regulation
David S Latchman

® Genes and cancer
Richard G Vile, Myra O McClure, Jonathan N Weber

® An introduction to cells
Lewis Wolpert

©® The cell nucleus
R A Laskey

® Sorting signals and cellular membranes BMJ

Graham Warren O I T
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doctors as ideal party guests
being propositioned by a patient
making your own gunpowder
appointments committees
hospital architecture

breast implants

trees

the royal touch

ach week in the BM]J the regular columnists
E of the “Soundings” page - two general
practitioners, three hospital doctors, three journalists
- expound wittily, passionately, or forcefully on
matters relating to medicine and the world at large.
This selection brings together a choice of
contributions from a year’s “Soundings” by

Trisha Greenhalgh, Julie Welch, Bernard Dixon,
Colin Douglas, James Owen Drife, George Dunea,

Tony Smith, and David Widgery.

I I ighly personal and eloquently expressed,

these opinion pieces will entertain, inform, and

exasperate you by turns.

Publication details:

104 pages

Published November 1992

UK £5.95; Abroad £7.00

BMA members: UK £5.45; Abroad £6.50
Including postage, by air abroad.
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The Practical ApprOach |
THE PRACTICAL GUIDETO THE
EMERGENCY CARE OF CH'LDREN

Advanced Paediatric Life Support The Pracﬂca/ Approach gives detailed,
gasy to follow directions on management during the crucial first hour of
care in all common emergencues in ch|ldren The book is divided into
sections on: .

®  Basic and advanced life 'shbpoft .

® Management of the seriously ill child

® Management of the seriously injured child

® Practical procedures :
Written by paeduatncnans paediatric surgeons, specialists in accident and
emergency medicine, and anaesthetists, the book is an integral component
of the Advanced Paediatric Life Support course, which aims to raise the.

standard of the emergency care of children. It will help all doctors, nurses,
‘and paramedics to deal confiden’tly with seriously-ill and injured children.

ISBN 0 7279 07921 300 pages 1993
UK. £19 95 Overseas £23.00 (BMA members £18. 95 £22.00)

/ L\O AVAILABLE FROM THE GHY P

\ ABC of Major Trauma
“Edited by David Skinner, Peter Driscoll, Richard Earlam
“an authomattve and comprehensive text that is crammed with current

information...this is an.excellent book which makes a major contribution to trauma
care in the. UK " BASICS ;

ISBN 0 7279. 0291 1 128 pages 1991 . o
UK £12.95 Ovmtas £15.00 (BMA members £11.95; £14.00) . @ =
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What’s wrong with
medical education?

Many medical graduates are unprepared profession, the GMC’s recent review, and
for the realities of being a doctor. After a national consensus inquiry by the King’s

five years of absorbing factual information,  fund. She examines issues such as:
. . . . 1 . . : . .
their creative thinking and problem solving * Selecting and assessing students

skills are poor. Something is wrong with . Changing curricula

the way students are being taught. « Improving the quality of teaching
In Medical Education Stella Lowry has put * Reorganising the preregistration year
together the current views from the

The argumenté and proposals for
improvement are explained. clearly,
enabling all those involved in teaching
medicine — virtually all doctors — to
contribute to the debates. The book also
provides a valuable insight, for teachers
and students alike, into the way forward

for medical education. J
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What do we really know
about editorial peer review
in scientific publication?

Something,
but not enough.

» We know that peer review is widely used, but how widely?

» We know that peer review suffers from bias and conflicts of interest, but
what biases and conflicts really matter? And how do we get rid of them?

» We fear that peer review suppresses innovation, but to what extent?

» We know that peer review has existed for years without scientific proof
of its worth, but will it hold up under the same rigor and scrutiny we
demand of science itself?

To answer many of these questions, editors, scientists, and scholars will
gather to present and discuss research findings at the Second International
Congress on Peer Review in Biomedical Publication, September 9-11,
1993, at the Fairmont Hotel in Chicago, Illinois. :

—

The Second International Congress
on Peer Review in

Biomedical Publication
September 9-11, 1993  Chicago, lllinois

Topics will include

The mechanisms of peer review and editorial decision making in different journals, including blind review

The relationships between authors, editors, and reviewers, and how each is educated, selected, and evaluated

Allocation of responsibility for published material and the meaning of authorship \
Quality assurance and standards for reviewers and editors

Breakdowns, weaknesses, and biases in the system

Conflicts of interests

Fraud and scientific misconduct

Peer review of grant proposals

L] L] L] L] L] ] [ ] L]

The subject of the Congress is biomedical publication, but scholars in other disciplines are urged to participate,
so that we may examine editorial peer review in the context of the overall scientific enterprise.

For more information, contact

Jane Smith, European Coordinator, Peer Review Congress,
BMJ, BMA House, Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9JR, England;
071-387-4499, 071-383-6418 fax.
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