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evils of which we complain, and the provisions intended for
their redress, if Mr. Wakley should rise and oppose the
clauses, or even coldly support them, the whole attempt
would fall still-born, and we should have lost our oppor-
tunity, perhaps for ever. Mr. Wakley being the only
medical man in the house, necessarily carries great weight
with him on a medical question, especially as he might, by
representing the clauses as inadequate to their object, offer
an excuse to all who are infected with the besetting sin of
the assembly—intellectual indolence, to burke the discussion.
I feel as sure os if the event had actually happened, that with
him opposed to us, or even lukewarm, we shall signally fail.
And yet, it is hard to be thus embarrassed by those who
substantially think and feel with us! :

There is no difference between the London Association
and ourselves as to the existence and nature of the evils,—
no difference as to the absolute necessity of legislative in-
terference to redress them,—no difference (I presume) as
to the expediency of seizing the occasion of the intro-
duction of a new roor-law bill to urge our claims; surely,
therefore, we ought to agree as to the remedies we will
then seek. And this is the first consideration before
petitions be presented, because it must determine their

recise object before applying to government; because
it defines theiprayer and combines the strength of the
petitioners, and should, therefore, if possible, be attained
without delay.” What I could suggest is this,—tkat you,
on the part of the Provincial Association, should urge Dr.
Webster to place side by side with our clauses the scheme of
the British Association, expressing our entire readiness to
discuss both without the teast prepossession in favour of our
own, and to resign to them the lead in producing the
scheme to be first urged on government, and, if necessary,
afterwards submitted to parliament.

With this view, I think it would save time if a small
deputation from each body, attended by Mr. Wakley and
myself, could meet, discuss the measure to be advocated
either on the basis of our clauses or of theirs, and, when
we have agreed on our scheme, seek zn interview with
Lord John Russell, and upon the result of that interview
decide on our united course. I would say, to Dr. Webster
and Mr. Wakley, of the clauses, with Horace, :

¢ 8i quid novisti rectius istis,
Candidus imperti; si non, his utere mecum.”

As connected with this urgent matter, I should mention
the proposal for a scale of remuneration. As I only
abstained from attempting it because I thought it hopeless,
I need scarcely say I shall rejoice to find it feasible, and
certainly shall not regard its construction as in the least
interfering with the clauses, except to improve them. And
on the other suggestions of Dr. Webster there really is no
difference (except on one trifling point—the allowance of
subsisting apothecaries to become medical officers) between
his wishes and ours. We only differ as to the expediency
of pressing all we think just. Surely that is no reason why
we should lose the occasion, and ask for nothing !—Believe
me to remain, my dear Sir, ever faithfully yours,

H. W. Rumsey, Esa. T. N. Tarrourp.

—ce—
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