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OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

The grave yards, too, in large and populous places require
attention ; and though Mr. Walker has most eutrageonsly

overstated the case, yet there can be no doubt that burials |

among the dense population of a large town are undesirable
iu the highest degree.—Churcl (Ecclesiastical Keport),
April, 1842,

*,* The Report of the Select Committee appointed by the
House of Commons to inquire into this subject, will
prove that Mr, Walker has cousiderably (as he was well
aware) wnderstuted the case. The ¢ Report,” price
2s. 10d., may be had of Messrs. Hansard.

We will not attempt to offer any comments on the facts
which have here been detailed; they speak for themselves.
#» s » » Having now completed our review of this work,
it only remains for us to say, that it will be found well
worth the perusal of every person at all interested in the
preservation of the health, decency, and cleanliness of the
metropolis, and may, perhaps, prove not unacceptable to the
general reader, as presenting a complete and curious history
of the different modes of interment which have been resorted
to among different nations, as well as for its novel description
of the burial places of London, which, we believe, have
never, until now, formed the subject of any work.

In taking our final leave, we must, in justice to Mr. Walker,
state, that the book is clearly and vividly written, and the
author deserves great credit for the industry and zeal which
he has displayed in his by no means agreeable researches
among the grave yards; we hope, however, that he may
reap a full reward for his labors, by seeing the disgusting
nuisance, against which he has declared war, at least miti-
ﬁted, even if not altogether put a stop to.—Dr Johnson’s

edico Chirurgical Review, Jan 1, 1810.

In the third section of his Treatise, Mr. Walker takes a
rapid view of the state of the principal burying grounds in
the etropolis. The loathsome scenes, which a sense of
duty compels him to disclose, are enough to excite the dis-
gust of the most apathetic, and their exposure must, sooner
or later, have the effect of working out the salutary reforma-
tion for which Mr. Walker has labored with such praise-
worthy diligence, energy, and talent. Mr. Walker has
personally examined the principal burying grounds, and
shown, in the clearest manner, that thousands of bodies
are annually interred in places which are barely calculated
to contain as many hundreds. The effects of this on the
morale and physique of the surrounding population are
vividly depicted by the author. We recommend the geue-
ral reader to meditate on them. With this recommendation
we close our notice of Mr. Walker's Treatise. It isin every
respect a remarkable production, and reflects the greatesc
credit on the qualities of his head and heart. Notwithstand-
ing the labors of an extensive general practice, Mr. Walker
has found time to investigate a subject of wery greatimport-
wnce to the heaith of the public ; he has succeeded in the
work now before us in awakening an unusual degree of
public attention to the subject of intramural sepulture; and
we trust that Mr. Walker will not weary in his well-doing,
but continue his exertions until this blot be wiped from our
national character.— Lancet, 3rd Notice, January, 184,

Mr. Walker's book is decidedly the most startling that has
for some time past issued from the press ; and if his opinions
and suggestions are carried out, it will be the most usetul to
the public health that has appeared for years.—Medical
‘Jimes, 3rd Notice.

‘These statements are quite sufficient to establish the fact
of a great and intolerable nuisance in the heart oi a populous
(ciitly, and which ought by every means to be abated without

elay.

It is not necessary to provethat the practice is capable of
producing positive disease. = = x s But if the public
authorities in London and other large towns are not satistied
of the slow and progressive, but certain homicide which
they are authorising among the inhabitants, they have only
to look into the present volume to obtain satisfactory evidence
of the truth.—The Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal,
April 1, 1840, -

The grave is truly now agrave subject. The present writer
does not even philesophise upon it; but he does better,
perhaps—he lays beiore us some interestinx histovical records
touching the funeral ceremonies of different nations and
ages, and some important facts that come still more home
40 our bosoms and business, regarding the dangerous and
detestable practice of burying the dead in the hearts of our
preat cities.—Colburn’s New Manthlv Maeazine.

A work which has just been published under the some-
what quaint title of * Gatherings from Grave Yards”
is likely, we think, to attract no small share of attention
from the medical profession and the public generally. It is
from the pen of G. A. Walker, Esq., a metropolitan surgeon,
and has for its object to expose the ¢ dangerous and fatal
results which arise from the custom of inhuming the dead in
the midst of the living.” The facts brought forward by Mr.
Walker in support of these positions are of the most startling
character, and deserve the earliest and deepest consideration
of all who are interested inthe physical and moral well-being
of their fellow men. The grave yards of the metropolis have
particularly attracted the notice of the author, and from
forty to fifty of such receptacles for the dead are described
from personal examination. Some of these places, more
particularly in the author's own immediate neighbourhood
(Drury-lane), and other densely populated districts, would
seem to be in a condition the most disgusting and dangerous
that can be imagined. Mr. Walker ably exposes the iniqui-
ties of what are called private burying places; that is, vaults
underneath, or grounds connected with, Dissenting meeting
houses. * x = = Mr. Walker has manifestly given much
labour and research to the subject of which he treats, and
has brought together a vast body of facts of the most im-
portant character, very many of them from his own profes-
sional experience. # # » » Mr. Walker has performed,
and performed well, an important duty in calling attention
thus prominently to a matter so nearly relating to public
health. He argues str 1y and eloq ly for legislative
interference to compel the adoption of a safer and more
decent system in these places of scpulture, and it appears
has made application to Government on the subject.—Morn-
ing Post.

This, work, though painful and repulsive in its details, is
yet one which the exigencies of our crowded metropolis have
ioudly called for. * » » s The moral consideration of
this question might be pursued to indefinite length; but
there is another, more likely to have weight with the world,
which the author of the work before us most powerfully
adduces. It is that of the pernicious effect upon health to
which the contiguity of the grave yard exposes the inhabitant
of the city. Mr. Walker has demonstrated in the clearest
and most forcible manner, that disease in its worst form is
generated by the pestilential atmosphere of these wretched
receptacles for the dead, and has strenuously urged the
adoption of general measures for enforcing the prohibition
of interment in the vicinity of the living. His appeal is
made to the executive, with the conviction that ultimately the
gquestion must b one for ideration of the Govern-
ment; wejoinin that appeal, and concur in that opinion, in the -
earnest hope that this necessary reform may speedily be
effected.—Morning Herald.

The public in general, but more especially his professional
brethren, are under considerable obligations to Mr. Walker
for the publication of this work. 'He entered upon a painful
and loathsome inquiry,and though exposed, in the course of his
investigations, to many annoyances arising from the cupidity
of interested individuals, er the apathy of those satisfied
with the existing state of the grave yards, because, in their’
blindness, they see no danger, he has displayed much ability
and sound medical knowledge. * » » The subject is one
from which a less original and humane. mind would have
shrunk. We sincerely trust that the public will not be slow
to acknowledge the oblivation they owe Mr. Walker, whu,
we repeat, has evinced perseverance, and a calm spirit of -
philosophical inquiry and judgment in the treatment of his
subject.—Polytechnic Journal.

In England, at this day, there are modes of sepulture
which would almost disgrace, as they would certainly dis-
gust, a cannibal. « .+ * « Thedetails, for which we refer ;
to Mr. Walker, ought to awaken the minds of the inhabitants
of the metropolis especially to their shocking nature, and
tend, we should hope, to a speedy and effectual remedy.—
Literary Gazette.

This is a learned and practical work of great merit.—Hull
Packet. : . .

Who would expect from such a title a detail of highly im-
portant facts, in which not only the humanity, civilisation,
and polity of the national character, but the health of the
metropolis, is deeply interested ? s s s x Onthe whole
this is the most important work, as respects the health, com-
fort, humanity, national character, and religion of the country,
that has heen published for many a day.—Satirist.
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Mr. Walker's work collects into a small compass details
the most horrifying, as affects the repose of the dead and the
health of the living ; but he accompanies this awful exposure
with suggestions which, if attended to, will work its cure.
1t is the positive duty of the Government to enter on the
business of purification ; a duty from which no Government,
after the publication of this book, can be suffered to flinch.

« # + » Mr, Walker has here laid the foundation of a
reform of the most important and indispensable character,
and in so doing has raised a monument to his own philan-
thropy.—Church of England Quarterly Review.

This gentleman deserves the highest praise for the pains
he has taken in investigating personally the actual state of
our burial-grounds and system of burying, and in collecting
all the facts that bear upon the important thoui repulsive
subject. We have read every line of his book, and, if it
affect others only half as much as it has done us, it must in-
evitably produce an excitement which will end in a thorough
reform of the horrors complained of, in spite of parsons’ fees,
vestry room economics, or the profits of companies or indi-
viduals, who would care not ir they made all London one
Golgotha, provided only they made money by it. We trust,?
indeed. that the next session of Parliament will not be al-
lowed to pass without removing this foul blot from the na-
tional escutcheon. In the meanwhile, we earnestly call the
attention of our legislators to Mr. Walker's book. Many of
them will find horrors in it which they never dreamed of in
their rose-coloured and sweet-scented philosophy. Owur au-
thor’s account of the manner in which the dead were first al-
lowed to make foul and horrible the inmost recesses, the vaults,
aisles, and galleries of the very house of God, is exceedingly
curious, and is correct to the letter. Indeed, more than
half his book is amusing as a literary essay, and interesting
as a picce of antiquarianism.—Metropolitan Magazine.

Under the quaint title of ¢ Gatherings from Grave Yards *
Surgeon Walker exhibits such a picture of the repulsive
associations and pestilential influences connected with the
burial of the dead in the vicinity of the living, as to occasion
some very natural ish that the subj has never
been taken up by Government. » » » » Mr. Walker is
well entitled to the gratitude of the public, for the ability
with which he has penetrated the subject in all its details.
» % x x He has entered elaborately into the different
methods of interment employed in former ages by different
nations of the earth, so that his book is really a historical
treatise, as well as a medical essay, embracing the entire
range of all the illustrative matter that can be brought to
bear upon the inquiry. It will amply repay perusal.—
Monthly Chronicle.

This is a book which we earnestly recommend to the
philanthropist, to the general reader, and to those in authority.
To the first it furnishes the means of benefiting the working
classes especially by pointing out one great source, if not
the greatest source, of contagious disease and death in all
crowded cities; to the d it will, independent of its
utility, afford considerable interest from its literary merit;
to the third it points out a duty incumbent on them to be
stirring in the removal of a great evil.—Weekly Chronicle.

Public attention—we wish we could add the attention of
those in authority—has latterly been called more than once
to the all important subject of which this volume treats ; and
his fellow citizens owe a heavy and lasting debt of gratitude

‘We have great pleasure in referring to a volume just pub-
lished by Mr. G. A. Walker, a surgeon of experience,
entitled ‘- Gatherings from Grave Yards, particularly those of
London,” in which the horrible consequences resulting from
the modes of interment practised in almost every part of the
metropolis, is clearly and practically demonstrated. Mr.
Walker has been most industrious in the collection of his
facts, and furnishes a vast number of anecdotes, highly
interesting not only as to the modes of burial from the
earliest periods, but as to the revolting practices in modern
times, and close to the very thresholds of the
Bell's Lafe.

This is a strange book—a very strange book—and must
make a sad and solemn impression upon every reader who
peruses it with proper feelings. It is full of facts of an appal-
ing nature, and the reasoning of the author upon them carries
conviction with it. His object is to show, that burial places
in the neighbourhood of the living, are in his ¢ opinion a
natural evil, the harbingers, if not the originators of pesti-
lence, the cause direct or indirect of inhumanity, immorality,
and irreligion;’’ and well and forcibly does he make out
his position. The book will create a sensation. We advise
our readers to look into it, for, assuredly, it contains a very

reat deal, meriting their most serious consideration.—-

erby Mercury. .

ing.—
g

The object of the author is to impress upon the public at
large, and upon the legislature in particular, the dangers
which arise to the living from the practice of inhuming the
dead in the midst of crowded citics. His facts (having
reference principally to the metropolitan grave yards) are
of the most startling character, and the reasonings based
upon them able and conchwive. Mr. Walker has done the
state no slight service, in calling attention to a fruitful source
of disease hitherto all but overlooked. Were it not that
everything connected with public health is so entirely ne-
glected by the constituted authorities, we should have strong
hopes that this excellent work would tend to speedy reform,
in a matter of infinitely more moment than many of the
quack “ reforms ”’ of the day.—Railway Times.

Mr. Walker's work comes most acceptably to us, as pro
viding us with strong arguments, and confirming us in our
already expressed opinions, that burying our dead within
the busy haunts of men, is irrational, unhealthy, and
ojfensive. Some books are written for the purpose of im-
parting instruction to a class, or classes, or affording amuse-
ment to a comparative few. But this work is * universal
—husband and wife—parent and child—brother and sister—
aud all the relations in the great family of man must be
deeply interested in it. The details in the  Gatherings”’ are
of a most appalling nature. A deep debt is due to Mr,
Walker for his labors. We intend frequently to quote from
this work, and once again carnestly entreat our readers in
this city to procure a copy.—Chester Gazette.

To all those who are curious about Christian burial, we
recommend the perusal of this work. Lugubrious as the

bject is, the ingeni writer has contrived to divest it of
much of its revolting details, and to present to the reader
information which is interesting, and to bring before the
public in a forcible manner, some useful practical suggestions.
To the medical man it is a 1 of facts y to be

borne in mind; to the legislatorit is the exposure of evils

to Mr. Walker, for the energy, knowledge, sound r g
and patient and laborious investigation, which he has em-
ployed in the execution of a most painful task—a task, we
can readily believe, sefimposed, from motives of stern and
inexorable duty.—Era.

The scope and character of this singular and valuable
work will be inferred from the above generally descriptive
notice; and we cannot too emphatically repeat our opinion
that its and t ies are alike of the most
beneficial nature.. It cannot fail, and most deservedly, to
excite great attention; we certainly shall again look into the
book, and again speak thereof.—Morning Advertiser.

The very interesting, as well as really important, work
of Mr. Walker, the surgcon, on the subject of the *‘ Grave
Yards” of London, and on the consequences to the living
from the present still too general system of burying the dead,
deserves further notice. The public health is of public im-
portance, and he who points out existing evils is doing
national service. There are very full and really appalling
details illustrative of the dangers arising from the decom-
position of animal matter, and the diseases generated by it
but after the above general descriptions, we must content
ourselves with referring those to the work who wish for more
extended particulars ; and we trust that the number may
be neither few nor uninfluential.—Morning Advertiser,
(second notice).

‘A work which deserves to be attentively studied by all who
would preserve the health of the living, and honor the
remains of the dead.— Britannia.

This is an extraordinary book, and as useful as extraordi-
nary. ¢« + * » We recommend this work to the serious
attention of all classes.-—Sunday Times.

We close this book with an earnest recommendation to
our fellow citizens, for their health’s sake, to make them-

selves acquainted with its facts, that they may be convinced
of the evil.—Weekly True Sun.

which peremptorily d d a remedy.—Courier.

The author of the present work, Mr. G. A. Walker, a
surgeon, of Drury-lane, discusses the fatal effects arising
from the effluvia of bodies in decomposition, the evasion of
the law with respect to the depth of graves, the insecurity of
leaden coflins, and the danger to churches by undermining
walls and towers for the purpose of constructing vaults. An
immense mass of important facts is collected on the subj
and the descriptions of the state of the church yards in the
crowded parts of our metropolis may make foreigners rank
us as the very worst of savages.—Weekly Dispatch.

If anything were yet wanting to convince the living of
the dangerous and fatal results produced by the unwise and
revolting custom of inhuming the dead amidst their dwellin,
and places of common resort, this work would inevitably
have that effect. The fatal cousequences attending the prac-
tice are stated to conviction in the arguments of the author,
and the various facts of pestilence and sudden deathgiven by
way of illustration afford horrible evidence of their truth.
The work also affords some very curious information on the
practice of ancient nations in the disposal of their dead, in
which the curious reader will not fail to find much that will
inform and amuse him. It is a production which deserves
the serious consideration of the public.—Argus.

We have not for a length of time perused a work more
full of spund sense and proper feeling. We defy any one
to read Mr. Walker’s extraordinary accumulation of facts
without being convinced of the importance of the case which
he so fully makes out. The account given of the various
churches, and the anecdotes, biographies, &c., which are
introduced, are singularly interesting: but even without
these the book is so startling in its details, that it must com-
mand attention. Mr. Walker’shistory of the modes of inter-
ment among different nations, from the earliest periods,
is highly elucidatory of his subject, for introducing which to
public notice he deserves the greatest praise.—Age.
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MEDICAL ASSISTANT.
ANTED, in a Provincial Town, a Gen-

tleman, not less than Twenty-three, who has
served an Apprenticeship, is well informed as to Gene-
ral Practice, and experienced in Midwifery, to Dis-
pense, keep the Books, and Visit occasionally.
Address, post paid, to M, R. C. S. L., Post-office,
Bewdley.

IPLOMA in MEDICINE.—Gentlemen
legally qualified to Practise, or who have com-
pleted their Curricula, may, through the assistance of
the Advertiser, obtain the Degree of M.D. from one
of the oldest Oontinental Universities. Qualified per-
sons may obtain Degrees in Arts. Assistance is given
in Preparing Works for the Press.
Address, prepaid, enclosing a penny stamp, and
stating qualifications, to M. D., Messrs. Nock’s, Book-
sellers, 15, Tottenham-court, New-road.

ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL.

HE AUTUMNAIL COURSES of
MEDICINE will commence on Monday, the
3rd of October, 1842.

INTRODUCTORY LECTURE—MT. Green, at Two o’Clock.
Mepicine—Dr. Hodgkin and Dr. Barker.
oN THE NERvous SysTEM—Dr. Marshall

Hall.

SMALL-POX AND OTHER EXANTHEMATA—
Dr. George Gregory.

Crinical MepiciNe—Dr. Williams, Dr. Burton, and
Dr. Barker.

- Dr. Leeson, Dr. Hodgkin, and
Dr. Cape.

SuRGERY—MTr. Green and Mr. B. Travers.

CLINICAL SURGERY—Mr. Green, Mr. Tyrrell, and Mr.
South.- ;
Mr. B. Travers. ‘

AnaToMY, GENERAL, AND PHysioLogy—Mr. R. D.
Grainger. )

— REesearcHES IN EMBRYOLOGY—Dr, Martin

Barry's. i

DESCRIPTIVE AND SuUrGICAL—Mr. F. Le

Gros Clark. -

ParnorogicaL — Dr. Hodgkin and Dr.

Mr. Mackmurdo, Mr. Solly, and

-

Barker.
ComraraTIVE—E. Meryon, M.B.
" ANaToMICAL DEMONSTRATIONs—Mr. Dixon and Mr,
Trew.
CaEMISTRY—Dr. Leeson and Mr. Pamell.
MaTERIA MEDICA—Dr. Barker and Dr. Wilks.
MIDWIFERY AND THE DISEASES oF WOMEN AND
CuiLpreN—Dr. Cape. .
Forensic MepiciINE—Dr. Leeson. .
Borany—R. D. Hoblyn, A.M_, Oxon.
Diseases AND OPERATIONS oF THE TEETH.—Mr. E.
Saunders.
Prospectuses for further particulars of the Lectures
and Hospital Practice may be had by applying to Mr.
Whitfield, resident Medical Secretary. -

The following Prizes will be awarded in the
Spring :—Two Medals, two Six Months’ Dresserships,
two Clinicdl Medical Clerkships. Value of each, 15
Guineas.

This day is Published, the Third Edition, 8vo., with
Plates, price 7s,
N DISEASES of the BLADDER and
PROSTATE GLAND. By Wirriam CoULSON,
Surgeon to the Magdalen Hospital, &c.

This Edition has been carefully revised in all its
parts, and much valuable matter has been added to
the chapters on Urine, on Stone, and on the Affec-
tions of the Prostate Gland.

Longman and Co., Paternoster-row, London.

ING’'S COLLEGE, LONDON.——

A MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.—The several
COURSES of LECTURES in this College will com-
mence, for the ensuing Winter Session, on Saturday,
the 1st of October, 1842,

KiNng’s CoLreGe Hospitar.— The Hospital is
attended daily, at Half.past One o’Clock, by the Phy-
sicians and Surgeons, throughout the year; and Clini-
cal Lectures are given every week during the Winter
and Summer Sessions.

ResipENCE oF STUDENTS.—A limited number of
Students may be accommodated with rooms in the Col-
lege ; and some of the Professors receive Students

into their houses.
J. LONSDALE, Principal.

August, 1842.

OYAL COLLEGE of SURGEONS in
LONDON.——JACKSONIAN PRIZE of
TWENTY GUINEAS.—The Prize Subjecct for the
Year 1843 is, “ Derangements in the Secretion of
Urine, their Causes, Consequences, and ‘I'reatment.”
Candidates to be Members of the College, not of
the Council.

The Dissertations to be in English ; and the number
and importance of original facts will be considered
principal points of excellence. Recited cases to be
placed in an Appendix. : SR

Each Dissertation to be distinguished. by a motto
or device; and accompanied by a sealed paper, con-
taining the name and address of the Author, and having,
on the outside, a motto or device corresponding with
that on the Dissertation. o

The Dissertations to be addressed.to.the Secretary,
and delivered at the College before Christmas Day,
1843.

The manuscript Prize Dissertation, and every ac-
companying drawing and preparation, will become the
property of the College. -

Those Dissertations which shall not be approved,
with their accompanying drawings and preparations,
and correspondent sealed papers, will be returned upon
authenticated application within the period of three
years; and those manuscripts which shall remain three
years unclaimed, and every. accompanying drawing
and preparation, will become the property of the
College; at which period their accompanying papers,
containing the names of the respective Authors, will
be burned, unopened. - .

There are two Prize Sabjects for the year 1842—
viz., ¢ The Comparative Value of the Preparations of
Mercury and Iodine,in the. Treatment of Syphilis;”

| and “ Injuries and Morbid Affections of the Maxillary

Bones, including those of the Antrum,” the Disserta-
tions upon which must be delivered at the College
before Christmas Day next.
EDMUND BELFOUR, Sec.
August 3, 1842,

DR. GREGORY’S, PRACTICE OF PHYSIC.
8vo, cloth, price 16s,

ELEMENTS of the THEORY and PRACTICE of MEDICINE :

designed for the use of Students and Junior Practitioners. By GEorce GREGORY, M.D., Fellow of the Royal
College of Physicians. Fifth Edition, considerably enlarged and improved.

London: HENRY RENSHAW, 306, Strand; and Sold by all Booksellers,



