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1\5‘ R. YEARSLEY'S LETTERS to

THE PRESIDENT and COUNCIL of the
ROYAL COLLEGE of SURGEONS in LONDON,
on the UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT of Mr.
LISTON.

MRr. PRrESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN,—Most reluc-
tantly I come before you in the character of a com-
Pplainant, more especially as the gentleman whose
conduct I must arraign is a member of your honour-
able Council.

It may still be in your recollection that, in the
month of March, 1841, I addressed a note to many of
the leading members of the profession, inviting them
to witness and investigate the eftects of extirpation of
enlarged tonsils, and also of the uvula, in certain cases
of Stammer and defective speech. In the course of
my professional practice, I had frequently performed
the former of these operations for the cure of deafness.
For this I claim no merit. It had frequently been
done with the same intention. Neither was the latter
operation novel. Both, in short, had long been recog-
nised as minor surgical operations. ‘The only novelty
consisted in their application to the treatment of Stam-
mer, and that I freely own was the result of accident.

In some cases in which Deafnessand Stammer were
associated with enlarged tonsils, and an elongated or
thickened ulvula, I found that on the removal of these
morbid conditions, not only the deafness, but the
defective speech was cured or relieved. The obser-
vation of this fact led me to direct my attention to
Stammer ; and after the treatment of numerous cases,
with more or less success, I gave the result of my
researches to the profession ; and in selecting the mode
of doing this, I consulted the feelings of the profession,
my own duty as a member of the College, and alto-
gether waived my personal interest.

Among others whom I invited to be present were
Sir Benjamin Brodie and Mr. Robert Liston. I have
preserved the replies of these gentlemen. The first,
from Sir Benjamin Brodie, is remarkable for its gentle-
manly and candid tone. It is as follows:—

< 14, Saville-row, March 8, 1841.

¢ Dear Sir,—I thank you for your invitation, and
am sorry that I cannot avail myself of it. It will give
me great pleasure to learn that your efforts to cure so
great a ealamity prove successful.

“ Your faithful servant,
“ B. C. BrobIE.”

The second reply is more brief. It is from Mr.

R. Liston. .

“ Mr. Liston presents his compliments to Mr.
Yearsley, and regrets he cannot be present at his
meeting to-morrow. o

<5, Clifford-street, March 8, 1841.”

Upwards of five hundred medical men did, however,
witness my operations ; and I may say that almost
every one was struck with the surprising success
which appeared to attend them.

The consequence of this discovery to myself has
been a very great influx of patients with Stammerand
other defects of speech. The fact of my having thrown
open my doors to the profession contributed, no doubt,
to this result, for many of them sent me patients, and
some even entrusted members of their own family to
my care.

That the new practice, like every novelty, should
meet with enemies, might be expected ; but that the
operations in question should be termed * unwarrant-
able incisions,’”” and “ horrible mutilations,”” and
that such epithets should be applied to them by a
member of the Council of the College of Surgeons,
-will, I conceive, excite your surprise and astonishment.

In the Literary Gazette for March 6th, there is a
pretended review of my recent publication “ On Deaf-

ness, from Morbid Conditions of the Mucous Mem-
brane,” &c. &c. The editor departs from the fair line
of criticism to denounce my operations for stammering,

concerning which the book hasnot a single word ; and
not content with grossly libelling me himself, and attri-
buting to me the most monstrous absurdities, calls Mr.
Liston to his aid.

¢ This gentleman’s (Mr. Yearslcy’s) mania (says the
editor) for cutting away the organs of speech and
hearing for stammeiing and deafness, appears to us to
be quite horrible. We refer for confirmation of our
opinion to as high an authority as lives.”” See p. 161,
col. 2. E. L. G.; and npon turning to the page indi-
cated, I find the following testimonial : —

5, Clifford-street, March 1, 1842,

I have, with much pleasure, witnessed Mr. Hunt’s
process for the removal of stammering. It is founded
on correct physiological principles; is simple, effica-
cious and unattended by pain or inconvenience.
Several young persons have,in my presence, been
brought to him for the first time ; some of them could
not utter a sentence, however short, without hesitation
and frightful contortion of the features. In less than
half 5 wing Mr. Hunt’s instructions,
they have been able to speak and to read, conti-
nuously, long passages without difficuity. Some of
these individuals had previously been subjected to
painful and unwarrantable incisions, and had been
left with their palates horribly mutilated, hesitating
in their speech, and stuttering as before.

“ ROBERT LisTon.

¢ Mr. Hunt, 224, Regent-street.”

The language of the testimonial is only a repetition
of the attacks in the Literary Gazette. 1feel assured,
therefore, you will think me justified in writing to
Mr. Liston the following note, after the perusal of the
testimonial : —

“ Mr. Yearsley presents his compliments to Mr.
Liston. Mr. Yearsley’s attention has been drawn to
a testimonial published in the current number of the
Literary Gazette, and stated to emanate from Mr. .
Liston in favour of a Mr. Hunt, who professes to cure
stammering by some elocutionary process. In this
testimonial it is asserted that Mr Liston saw certain
persons relieved of impediment who had previously
been ‘subjected to painful and unwarrantable inci-
sions, and had been left with their palates horribly
mutilated, hesitating in their speech, and stuttering
as before.”

““ As Mr. Yearsley originated his operations upon
the throat and palate, not from mere theory, but from
actual experience, for the relief of certain vatieties of
Stammer, dependant on physical obstruction; and as
similar language to that employed by Mr. Liston has
been directed against Mr. Yearsley personally by the
soi-disant professors of elocution for some months
past, by pubkic advertisement, he begs to know
whether the patients alluded to ewe the alleged
mutilations to operations performed by him ?

“In order to ascertain the final results of treat-
ment, Mr. Yearsley has forwarded a copy of the
enclosed circular * to each of his patients, and has yet
to find one case in which he has inflicted inconve-
nience or injury, even where no advantage has beem
derived. .

¢« 29, Sackville-street, March 11, 1842.”

Receiving no answer, I again wrote—

“ Sir,—On Saturday morning, the 12th instant, I
sent you a note, upon a subject which appeared to
me calculated to compromise my professional reputa-
tion. May I'beg the favour of an answer in the course
of to-morrow ?

‘I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
¢ J. YEARSLEY.

« 29, Sackville-street, March 14, 1842,

Time wore on without bringing me any reply from
Mr. Liston. My letter had laid him under an impu-
tation most nearly affecting his honour. His testimo-
nial had been made, either with or without his

[ See next page of Wrapper.
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connivance, the handle of aspersions on myself, or, at
all events, on the operations I had originated, of the
grossest kind. On his vwn words alone had been
reared a tissue of falsehood and unmerited calumny.
I gave him an opportunity of setting himself right by
acknowledging that his testimonial had been turned
to improper uses, or of allowing me to adduce evi-
dence for the correction of his judgment, if that had
led him wrong. But his silence was a tacit refusal to
accord me either the one or the other mode of justice.
I may ask, was this conduct indicative of an honour-
able mind, which, feeling a stain like a wound, would
have lost not a moment in repairing an injury unjustly
or unconsciously inflicted ?  Was it the behaviour of
one who felt himself above all shadow of suspicion of
having acted with intentional injustice? Above all,
was it honourable to the head or heart of one who, on
taking office as a member of the Council of the Col-
lege of Surgeons, bound himself by the most solemn
obligation “ to demean himself honourably in the
practice of his profession, and to the utmost of his
ower maintain the dignity-and welfare of the Col-
ege ?”” or of ene who, on the same occasion, swore
‘““not to advertise or publish anything prejudicial to
the interests, or derogatorye the honour of the Col-
lege, or disgraceful to the profession«f surgery ?”’

My first impulse, under the wrong from which I
suffered, was to resent Mr. Liston’s conduct to the
utmost, and endeavour, as I felt I had the means, to
convict him, in the eyes of the world, of a false and
malicious slander. On mature consideration, aided
by the counsel of friends on whose judgment I rely, I
came to the determination of submitting the whole
matter to a more impartial tribunal than Mr. Liston’s
sense of justice, or my own feelings—to your own
honourable body, from whom I feel secure of fair and
candid treatment.

Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I read in the regu-
lations “ that the College will at all times protect and
detend every member who may be disturbed in the
exercise and enjoyments of the rights, privileges, ex-
emptions, and immunities acquired by him as a mem-
ber thereof.”

Relying on this liberal and just regulation, nothing
would give me more pleasure than that my operations
and their results should be made the subject of
your most rigid scrutiny, either by examining the
subjects of them yourselves, or the medical gentlemen,
members of the College, who witnessed them. If, in
any instance, they have been * horrible nrutilations,”
“‘unnecessarily severe,” ‘sanguinary,” or ‘‘unwarrant-
able,”” let me receive the full measure of your disap-
probation and censure. If, on the other hand, they
have been such only as you yourselves have, under
the same or other circumstances, performed—if cure
in some, amelioration in others, and injury in none,
have been the result, I would claim the expression of
your sympathy with me, under a gross act of unpro-
voked injustice.

‘Whether Mr. Liston has demeaned himself honour-
ably as a member of the Council, in encouraging
quackery, by giving a testimonial in favour of a secret,
and therefore empirical, process, which nabody knows
better than Mr. Liston, is of merely temporary service,
I leave to your consideration. The more immediate
object of my appeal is to claim your protection as a
member of the College, and to seek your opinion on
the conduct of Mr. Liston, in going out of his way in
the testimonial to make an attack on myself of a nature
calculated to do me professional injury, when, as I
maintain, and am, with your permission, prepared to
prove, it has no foundation whatever.

I have the honour to be,
Mr. President and Gentlemen,
Your very obedient and humble servant,

Jas, YEARSLEY.
15, Saville-row, March 30, 1842,

“ Royal College of Surgeons in London,
““ March 14, 1842,
¢ 8ir,—The President yesterday laid before the
Council of this College your letter of the 30th ultimo,
eomplaining of a certificate given by Mr. Liston to Mr.
Hunt. And I am directed to acquaint you that the
Council have invariably refused to interfere in disputes
between members of the College, and see no reason
to depart from their rule upon this occasion.
‘I have the honour to be, Sir,
“ Your mest obedient servant,
‘ EpMuND BELFOUR.
* James Yearsley, Esq., &c. &c.”

15, Saville-row, April 16, 1842,

Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I regret that you
should have interpreted my complaint as a mere *¢ dis-
pute between two members of the College.” I beg
distinctly to state that I have no dispute with Mr.
Liston. In a testimonial given to an unprofessional
man, Mr. Liston chose to reflect upon certain ope-
rations which I had originated, denominating them
‘ unwarrantable incisions,” sad ‘‘ horrible mutila-
tions.”” I required an explanation, which was refused
me. Apart from this uncourteous conduct I deemed
myself injured, and unjustly aspersed, and I arraigned
my asperser before you, at the same time inviting in-
quiry into my own professional conduct, expecting
that if I had done aught discreditable to me as a sur-
geon, or as a member of the College, to meet with
your disapprobation—if I had done right, to meet with
the expression of your sympathy under the wrong I
suffered. On the other hand, if Mr. Liston had com-
promised himself, that ke should be visited with your
censure, and be required to make the amende due
from one professional man to another.

These are the simple facts. Your not entertaining
my appeal leaves me without faith or reliance on that
regulation of the College which promises protection to
its members, and which led me to seek it at your
hands.

I have the honour to remain,
Mr. President and Gentlemen,
Your very obedient and humble servant,

Jas. YEARSLEY.
To the President and Council, &c.

* <« 29, Sackville-street, Piccadilly.
months ago I performed an operation
on you for the relief of an Impediment in Speech. I
shall esteem it a great favour if you will make me
acquainted with the results up to the present time;
and as to its—

Effect upon the impediment,

Effect upon the strain or pain with which it is
generally accompanied,

Quality and power of the voice,

Compass or range of the voice,

Distinctness of articulation,

Swalloewing and breathing,

Susceptibility to cold,

General health.

“ These, and any other partieulars, are only re-
quired to enable me to draw up correct statistical
details of the results of my operations, and not with
any view to the publication of particular cases.

I am, yours, very obediently,
‘“ JamEs YEARSLEY.”

EGREE of M.D.—Ample Direc-
tions, enabling Practitioners possessing any
British License to obtain for themselves a Continental
Diploma, without absence from DPraetice, by which
several pounds may be saved, will be forwarded to
any applicant enclosing a fee, prepaid, te M. D., care
of Messrs. Nock, Booksellers, No. 15, Tottenham-
court, New-road, London,

<
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Published this day, in 8vo, price 7s 6d, cloth,
A VLINICAL LECTURES on SYPHY-
_/ LITIC DISEASES. By RicHARD CARMICHAEL,
M.R.I.A., President of the Medical Association of
Iseland, Corresponding Member of the Royal Aca-
demy of Medicine of France, &c., and Consulting
Surgeon to the Richmond, Hardwicke, and Whitworth
Hospitals. Illustrated by Engravings of the different
forms of Eruption.
London: Longman, Brown and Co.
Hodeces and Smith.
OYAL COLLEGE of SURGEONS
in LONDON.—A LECTURE on the Fossil
Remains of Extinct Animals, especially of the two
mewly-discovered Quadrupeds, the Mylodon and
Glyptodon, will be delivered in the Library of the
College, by Professor Owen, F.R.S., on Wednesday,
the 4th of May, at Nine o’Clock in the Evening;
Tickets of Admission to which, will be delivered to
Members of the College upon personal or written ap-
plication to the Secretary at the College.
By order,
EpMuND BeLrour, Sec.

T2 OYAL COLLEGE of SURGEONS

Dublin :

in LONDON.—The Catalogune of the Specimens |

of Urinary Calculi in the Museum of the College,
about 600 in number, illustrated by 12 Engravings,
plain or coloured, as may be desired, is now in the
press, and will be delivered to Members of the College
at ‘the cost of the paper and letter-press only, no
charge being made for the plates unless coloured.
Members desirous of possessing a copy are requested
to send their names to the Secretary at the College,
on or before the 10th of May next, in order that the
mrumber of copies necessary to be printed off may be
in some measure ascertained.

The first Volume of the Transactions of the College
will shortly be published, and will be sold to such
Members at cost price as shall transmit their names
to the Secretary, on or before the 10th of May next.

By oder,
EpMunp BELFOUR, Sec.

NEW APPARATUS AND

BANDAGE —WEISS and SON beg to re-
commend Dr. HuLL’s ABDOMINAL SUPPORTER for
Prolapsus Uteri, which, after four years’ experience,
‘has been universally approved of, and found to super-
-sede every form of pessary. It is applied externally,
and affords immediate relief, enabling those previously
confined to a recumbent position to walk about with
ease and comfort, while in many instances a cure has
been effected.

For the convenience of Ladies, Weiss and Sown
have a private establishment, at No. 9, King William-
street, Strand, where the Supporters, and every other
description of Surgical Apparatus and Bandages,
Syringes, &c., may be obtained. It is conducted by
Mrs. SeLtzer, who has had long experience in their
business, and who will attend Ladies at their own
houses, where required.

Supporters and Pamphlets may be had at their
house, 62, Strand, and of Mr. Higham, 48, Jermyn-
street. ’ oo

Duvar’s APPARATUS, as used at Guy’s Hospital, is
exceedingly portable and convenient for hospital use
or private practice, for the local application of steam,
for a steam or hot-air bath, and for a sulphur or medi-
.cated vapour bath : it has been extensively used in
Paris, and a translation of the report of the Royal
Medical Academy, with plates and descriptions, may
‘be had upon application.

- AGeNTs for the sale of the above, and for Weiss’s
Instruments, on the same terms as in London:—
DPublin: Famin and Co. Cork: Edwards Casey
Bdinburgh: William Pugh.  Aberdeen: Charles
Davidson. Manchester : L. Simpson. Birmingham:

s U.e Flewitt.

Osteological Repository, 45, Museum-street,
Bloomsbury.
J. HARNET'T’S select assortment of

NATOMICAL PREPARATIONS,
consisting of

Superior white articulated SKELETONS.

Ditto, unarticulated.

Separated Skulls, quite perfect.

Ditto, mounted, a la Bauchene.

A great variety of ENTIRE SkULLS.

Skulls with horizontal, vertical, and other sections,
showing also the preparation of the Internal Ear.

PHRENOLOGICAL SKULLS.

Upper and Lower Extremities, articulated and loose.

Articulated Hands and Feet, Vertebre, &c. &c.

Feetus Skeletons, from one to nine months.

Female Pelvis, with Ligaments and Feetus Skulls.

A new and improved Apparatus.for Practical Mid
wifery. .-

Injected Arms, Legs, Heads, % . )

A fine collection of WAX M E)ELS ; among them,
a complete Series of the Uterus, showing the Feetus
in its various stages of pregnancy.

A large assortment of Skeictons’and Skulls of rare
Animals and Birds, and all preparations connected
with Osteology. :

A superior ARTICULATOR always kept on the Premises.

.J. H. begs leave to call the attention of Dentists to
his newly manufactured MINERAL TEETH; also
has a constant supply of Natural ditto.

N OTICE to MEDICAL STUDENTS.
—SUMMER TEACHING.——Mr. DER-
MOTT’S COURSE of SURGICAL LECTURES
(authorised by the College of Surgeons) will com-
mence May 2, at four, p.m. Dissections and Demon-
strations during the whole of the Summer. Private
Instruction to qualify for passing the College various
hours during the day. House Pupils received by the
month, and expeditiously prepared for passing.

Mr. DerMott and Dr. ScoFFERN, conjointly, qualify
for Examinations at the London University.” A Vacancy
for One Annual House Pupil, which offers uncommon
cpportunities for the prosecution of professional
studies.

Apply to Mr. Dernortt, Charlotte-street School of
Medicine, 15, Charlotte-street, Bloomsbury.

CITRATE OF IRON.

This preparation of Iron for medical employment,
possesses properties so desirable, that it will probably
supersede all those in common use. It has been in-
troduced but partially to the profession, at present;
but such numerous and satisfactory testimony have
been received of its efficacy in all the diversities of
cases where Iron is employed, and the demand for
it has become so great, that Mr. B. has now made
arrangements for its manufacture on a large scale,
and can, therefore, sell it at such a price as to obviate
the only objection to its general adoption. The
Citrate of Iron has the important properties of being
perfectly soluble in water, tasteless and compatible
with many agents with which, in practice, Iron may
be associated with advantage. In the cases of children
and young ladies, combined with sugar, or weak wine,
and indeed in all cases where it is necessary to perse-
vere in the administration of this metal for any length -
of time, the Citrate will be found by far the best form ;
it never disagrees ‘with the stomach, and the dose is
small (ex. grat.) gr. v. to x. three times a day.

The high price hitherto has induced some persons
to attempt its'manufacture from cheap and crude
materials, and have thus hazarded its reputation; Mr.
Bullock is responsible for none, except it is in sealed
bottles, with his name and address, BuLrock, Opera- -
tive Chemist, 22, Conduit-street, Hanover-square.




