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strange combination of features is at the first glance idiotic, but
the impression of idiocy is soon removed by the bright intel-
ligence which sparkles in the large eyes, and by a restless
curiosity, which is visible in every gesture of the little

ereatures.

«The sight of a new type of humanity only three feet high,
without the deformities of ordinary dwarfs, is of itself highly
curious ; but these children are rendered still more remarkable
by an historical theory which is_connected with them. The
region whence they are brought is said to have been the place
of refuge chosen by the Aztees when driven from Mexico by
the conquering sword of Cortes, and it is supposed that they
are among the last surviving relics of that ill starred race, with
whom we have recently been made familiar by the researches of
Mr. Prescott and Mr. Stevens. The children bear the strongest
resemblance Lo sculptured figures unquestionably of Aztecorigin;
and on one occasion, when an ancient Mesican 1dol was brought
to them, they recognised it, and embraced it at once. It seems
that while they were at New York (where they created a great
sensation) this idol was accidently broken, and that the boy
burst into an agony of grief at the calamity. The smallness of
the children's stature is accounted for by a well known cause
of degencracy —namely, a prohibition against marriage with
strangers or members of an inferior caste. 1t is to the sacer-
dotal caste, which would rank like that of the Brahmins in India,
that the children are assigned; and so rare have the individuals
of this race become, that it is said they have Leen advanced from
the position of priests to that of gods—no very difficult advance
under a system of theocracy. The fact that when the children
sit down they fall into a posture which is general among
Mexican idols, and which would be extremely difficult if it were
not the result of early training, is in favour of this supposition.

% Having given the chief particulars of internal evidence that
the children are really Aztecs, we mow subjoin the external
evidence in the shape of a statement furnished by the exhi-
bitors :—

«In 1848 Mr. Huertis, of Baltimore, and Mr. Hamiond, of
Canada, attempted to explore Central America. They had read
Stevens's account in his Central America of a conversation be-
tween himself and a priest residing at Santa Cruz del Quiche,
relative to an unexplored city on the other side of the Great
Sierra range, the glittering domes and minarets of which the
pricst averred having secn from the summit of the Sierra. The
people, manners, and customs of this eity were supposed to be
preciscly the same as in the days of Montezuma. Messrs.
Huertis and Hammond arrived at Belize in the autumn of 1848,
and, turning south-west, arrived at Coban on Christmas Day.
They were there joined by Pedro Velasquez of San Salvador, a
Spaniard. From Coban they proceeded in search of the mys-
terions city. From Velasquez alone is any account of their
travels to be obtained. Huertis and Hammond have never re-
turned to tell their tale. According to the statement of Velasquez,
on the 19th of Muy the reached the summnit of the Sierra, at an
altitude of 9,500 feet in lat. 15° 48’ N., and beheld in the dis-
tance the domes and minarets of a large city, apparently of an
Egyptian character, and about 25 leagues from Ocosingo, in the
same latitude, and in the direct course of the River Lugartos.
This city they eventually reached.  Velasquez deseribes it to be
of vast proportions, with heavy walls and battlements, full of
temples, gigantic statues, and pagan paraphernalia; the people
having Peruvian manners combined with Assyrian magnificence,
and bound 1o remain within the walls, seeking no intercourse
with the world around. The name of the city is Tximaya. The
travellers were informed that white men had previously entered
it, but that no white man had ever returned. Hammond and
Huertis were both slain—the former in entering the city, the
latter in endeavouring to make his escape.

“ Velasquez being more wary, lulled his captors into security,
and not only escaped himsclf, but brought with him two
children belonging to the priests—the two now in England.”

THE ArorTiox CASE, to which we referred at p. 410 of the
number for May 13th, was tried on Wednesday, 6th July.
Cunningham, the prineipal party implicated, was convicted and
sentenced to fifteen years transportation. In the indictment
he was designated “ a surgeon”; but so far as we can learn he
had no right to be so described. In the present state of the
law, it appears that any miscreant may with impuunity assume
a medical or surgical title as a cloak for iniquitous practices.
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