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NAVAL ASSISTANT-SURGEONS.
(House of Commons : Committee of Supply, February 21.)

Colonel BoLpERo reminded the committee that in 1850 he
advocated the cause of the assistant-surgeons, and carried a
resolution which declared that the accommodation provided for
them was inadequate and insufficient for securing the full bene-
it of their professional services. He was anxious to know what
were the views of the present Board of Admiralty? The Lords
of the Admiralty issu>d a memorandum on the 17th of July,
1850, which was not calculated to give effect to the resolution
of the House. The memorandum was, indeed, extremely
offensive to that class of officers, and was considered an insult
to the whole medical profession. According to that memoran-
dum they were to be allowel cabins only when the space on
hoard would admit of it. This last exception would leave the
*whole matter to the Board of Admiralty, and defeat the resolu-
tion which the House had passed in 1850. He had received
returns from the Mediterranean station, and out of twelve as-
gistant-surgeons who had passed through all the ranks of their
profession only five had received cabins; and only two had
those little advantages which were enjoved by the other officers
in the ward-room.  The result of this was that the élite of the
eandidates at the London, Edinburgh, Glasgow, and other colleges
shunned the navy.  In the event of a sudden war, where would
the Govermment obtain assistant.surgeons when such was their
treatment?  How conld Government expect candidates for
medical situations in the navy when for three years they must
remain in the cockpit, where study was next to impossible ?
What was the effvet of such a system? Mr. Guthrie, in his
lectures, said that medical officers conld not be found gualified
for the navy, und that the system adopted by the Admiralty, in-
stead of raising the value of the service, deteriorated it by
emploving persons of an inferior deseription. Was it desirable
that they should continue a system which disgusted young men,
and deterred them from entering into the maval serviee? Tt
was even more necessary that there shonld be well qualitied
surecons in the navy than in the army.  The sailors depended
entirely upon the assistanee of medical men, and. if those men
were such surgeons as were employed in 1809, what contidenee
could the serviee have in them ?

Admiral Beregrey would ask the lhon. and gallant officer
haw he wonld like, as the colonel of a regiment, to have the
discipline of his regiment and the internal arrangements of his
regiment regulated by a naval officer? That was really the
question.  Admiral Berkeley aflimed that very great improve-
ments had taken place on hoard ship, and that great additional
accommaodation had been afforded to the medical officers at-
tached to the naval service.  The Board of Admiralty had done
all that was possible to earry into cfteet the resolution of April,
1850, and he expressed his regret to tind the hon. and gallant
ofticer doing so mmeh to ereate dissatisfaction in the navy by his
efforts to place the assistant-surgeons above their superior
officers—the mates.  The fact was, that the assistant-surgeons
were, on the whole, very well ot and, <o far from there being
any want of eandidates, no fewer than fifty-four had entered
within the last few months.

Mr. Hewe said, that the question was whether the navy
ougiit not to obtain as able and efficient medieal assistance as
the army.  He eonlid see no reason why both offleers and men
in the navy should not receive the best medical talent that was
to be had; which, however, was impossible so long as the as-
sistant-suregeons were treated as at present.

Mr. Oseonrsk said that the resolution of April, 1850, to which
the hon. and gallant officer had referved, was carried hy surprise
in a thin honse of eighty-eight members.  He contended that
for many years past there had been no class of men whose com-
forts had been more attended to that those of the assistant-
surgeons.  Tn 1840 a commission, composed of the Duke of
Wellington, the Duke of Riehmond. Sir George Cockburn, ete.,
reported that there were practical difficulties in the way of al-
Jowing the assistant-surgeons in all cases to mess in the ward-
room ; but that this was less essential, as they had ascertained
that the accommaonlation afforded them of late years was so im-
proved as torender it unnecessary for them to make any recom-
mendation in that respect. The hon. and gallant oflicer had
characterized the memorandum of July, 1850, as an insult to
the medical profession. The recommendation of that memoran-
dum was, that the assistant.surgeons should be allowed cabins
where space would admit of them. He (Mr. Osborne) could
not see where there was any insult in that. (Hear.) He found,
from a return furnished in May, 1851, that the recommendation
of the Board had been carried out in all cases, except where it

had been found utterly impossible ; and what more would the
the hon. and gallant officer have? (Hear.)

Colonel BorpEro assured the hon. and t admiral
(Berkeley) that nothing was further from his intention than to
create dissatisfaction in the navy, and that he had taken up the
question solely as a matter of public duty. (Hear, hear.)

Captain ScoBerr. was astonished how the Admiralty had
found it practicable to find cabins for so many. Cabins were
impediments to clearing for action. There were other classes—
such as the mates, who would be our future admirals—struggling
upwards, who had claims for cabins as well as the assistant-
surgeons, who were, no doubt, a very respectable class of men;
but it must be considered that a ship was like that house—if all
were to have seats, there would be no room for them.

ADVERTISEMENTS.
arly in March will be published

A the “NINKTEENTH VOLUME of the TRANSACTIONS of the
PLOVINCIAL MEDICAL and SURGICAL ASSOCIATION.
Woreester: DrrauToN & Co. London: JouN CHURCHILL.

Just Published, &vo, cloth, 8s.

. .
Or Consumption: its Nature, Symp-
TOMS. and TREATMENT. Deing the Fssay for which was awarded
the Fothergillian Gold Medal. By LRICHARD PAYNF COTTON, M.D.,
Assistaut-Physician to the Hospital tor Consumption. Broupton.
- A work of very considerable interest.”"—Medical Times.
“Eminently ealeuluted to remove many of the difficulties which surround
the subject.”—Lancet.
A very excellent practical treatise. which deserves, and we have no doubt
will have, extensive circulution.”—Ihublin Medical Press.

. ;}lso by the snme Anthor, foolseap Svo, 3s. 6d., .
Phthisis and the Stethoscope. A Concise

Practical Guide to the Physicnl Dingnosis of Consumption.
London: Joix Cnreciinl, Princes Street, Soho.

*ouatﬁ’s Wogké on the Horse and

. DOG. By assignment of C, KN16HT).  ToNeMAN and Co.
THE HORSE. The only Fdition with the Author's latest Coriections, and
Nlustrations on Wood.  8vo., price 1. cloth,
“'fhe Author has snbjected it to 80 complete a revision as to make it in
many respects a new work.’— Preface.
THE DOG. With Woodeuts. Svo., price 6s., cloth.
** DPurchgsers should order the Fadition published by LoNGMaN and Co.

London: LoNGMAX, BEOWN, GrERN, and LONGMANS.

Just Published. svo., I'rice Gd.

An Introductory Lecture, delivered

at the OPENING of the MEDICAT, SESSION in MARISCHAT,
By GLEORGLE OGILVIE

COLLEGE and UNIVERSITY, ABERDEEN.

ALD.. Lecturer on the Tustitutes of Medieine,
Aberdeen : A. Brown and Co.  ldinburgh: MACIACHLAN and STEWART.

London : Jonx CHURCHILL.

- 5 .
't. Thomas's Hospital—Under the
Sanction of the Authorities of this ITospital. MR. GRAINGER will
deliver THREL LECTURES on the PUBLIC HEALTH, on MarcH Tth,
141h, and 21st. at Fight o’clock pan.
Members of the Profession can obtain Tickets of Adwission (free) Ly
applying to K. G. Wirrriern, ks, Medical Secretary.

. )

N ew Truss for Hernia.—F. Walters

begs to call attention to his NEW TRUSS, with improved water pad.
The advantage of water is extreme softness and the certainty of the pressure
being always in the proper place. This truss has received the approbation of
the most eminent surgeons, many of whom pronounce it the most perfect
ever yet produced. 1. W. can, therefore, contidently recommend it to all
those requiring such assistavee. M anufactured only by I, Walters, of whom
can be had the new double-action cycloidal enema Syringe also Walters'
celebrated  Railway Convenience for Ladies and Gentlemen.—F. Walters,
16, Mooraate Street, City.

urgical Instruments, and every

Implement necessary for Surgeons and Druggists can be had (warranted
best quality and moderate prices) retail, us well as wholesale, from the
Manufacturer. JAMES ARNOLD, Surgical Instrument Maker to St. Bartho-

Jomew's Hospital, 35, West Smithtield, Leudon. R
£ s d £ s d

Single Circular Trusses .... 0 2 | Case of Tooth Instruments.. 1 0 0

ouble dittd eevevceeaeaa.. 0 5 01 Caseof Cupping Instruments 2 13 6

On Salmon’s expired Patent 0 4 | Case of Pocket Instruments 1 0 0

Double ditto «....oveeveens 9 0| Brass Enema Syringe, com-

On Coles's expired Patent .. 0 5 0 lete. in mahogany case,

Double ditto ......eveeeees 010 0 0., 8Nd .. evevereiiinans 0

Cotton Net  Suspensory Case of Dissecting Instru-
Trusses, from ......co00e. 0 10| 1ents,ivory bandles .... 015 0

Elastic Stocking-net bandage, Best Bleeding Lancets, per
peryard ......ooeenenias 4 0] dozem ...ceevievierens... 018 0



