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POOR-LAW MEDICAL RELIEF.

Mr. Griffin has addressed the following letter to the Poor-
Law Board :—

“12, Royal Terrace, Weymouth, June 29th, 1857.

“ My LorDs AND GENTLEMEN,—As one of your medical
officers, I shall feel obliged by your informing me if ¢ the lame,
impotent, old, blind, and such other among them being poor and
not able to work, are the only persons I am, by virtue of my
office, bound to attend; and what course I am to pursue when
the relieving officer sends me orders to attend persons not
coming under the class above named. I need scarcely remind
your honourable Board that your reply is one of vital impor-
tance, not only to your medical officers, but to about four mil-
lions of the labouring classes, who for a long time past have
been attended by orders from the relieving officers.

“The majority of the Union patients I now attend are the
wives and children of men in employment, and even men
themselves who are in the receipt of wages up to the hour of
sickness, and one at this very time actually has ten shillings a
week from a club during his illness.

«Tn the Justice of the Peace for June 27th is a leading article
on ¢ Medical Relief to the Poor, and the Poor-law Medical
Officers’. In one part of the article is the following :—

«¢Perhaps much of the grievances of which the medical
officers complain is caused by the too great facility which is
afforded to the labouring classes generally to obtain medical
aid at the cost of the poor-rates when they, or any members of
their families, are sick. Generally speaking, this species of
parochial relief is not looked upon by the poor in the same
light as direct eleemosynary relief; and, on the other hand, the
guardians and their officers, as it is to cost nothing to the
parish beyond the salary of the medical officer, too readily
grant medical orders. It may be urged that they do so to pre-
vent the whole family becoming paupers by the death of the
head of the family; but we think that this is a very short-
sighted view of the question. In no case can the poor-rates be
lawfully applied by the guardians to prevent a person becoming
destitute. It is only when he is actually destitute—that is,
destitute of the means of obtaining from his own resources
that which he applies to the guardians to be supplied with at
the cost of the ratepayers—that he can be relieved; and the
principle is the same, whether the application be for medical or
any other kind of relief. In either case, the sole question for the
consideration of the guardians is the fact of the then destitu-
tion of the applicant, and not the likelihood of his becoming
destitute if that for which he applies be withheld. Unless the
poor—and by that term we mean, not those only who are usu-
ally reckoned paupers, but the labourers generally—are made
to rely upon their own resources in sickness as well as in
health, it is in vain to look for a continuance of the diminished
pauperism of the country.

«¢In the petition of the Poor-law medical officers, the fifth
resolution is, ¢ That the class of persons entitled to medical
relief be detined, and not left to the discretion or caprice of re-
lieving officers.” This, however, we have already disposed of,
by showing what class of persons only are entitled to medical
relief, namely, the really destitute poor ; and we do not under-
stand in what way they could be more clearly defined. Per-
haps the legislature will be asked to define more particularly
than it has already done the class of persons entitled to ordi-
nary relief from the poor-rates—¢ the lame, impotent, old, blind,
and such other amongst them being poor and not able to work,
appears to us to be a tolerably clear definition; and none other
are entitled to medical relief at the cost of the poor-rates.”

¢« The foregoing quotation, coming as it does from a peri-
odical edited by three barristers-at-law (one of them, W. C.
Glen, Esq., well known in connexion with Poor.law), is entitled
to grave consideration, That it will have due weight with your
honourable Board in giving your decision, I have little doubt.
Your medical officers cannot go on attending the labouring
classes indiscriminately, as they have hitherto done, unless
they are legally bound to do so, or their salaries are increased
in the same ratio as their labour.

¢« [ have the honour to be, my lords and gentlemen,

“ Your obedient servant, “ RICHARD GRIFFIN.
* The Poor-law Board.”

King's CoLLEGE HosprrTAr. A meeting was held on Friday,
July 3,in the board-room of the hospital, attended by Earl
Howe, Sir Thomas Phillips, and several of the leading mem-
bers of the council, for the purpose of presenting a testimonial
to Mr. J. W. Cunningham, the secretary of the college, who
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has rendered most important honorary services in the founda-

tion and building of that part of the hospital which at present

exists. The testimonial, consisting of Mr. Cunningham’s

portrait by Richmond, and two handsome silver salvers, was

{):;se:llted by Sir Thomas Phillips, and appropriately acknow-
ged.

TesTIMONIAL To A. EMsoN, Esq. At the recent festival of
the Dorchester Tradesmen’s Benefit Society, a piece of plate
was presented to Alfred Emson, Esq., the surgeon of the club,
in acknowledgment of the kindness and attention the members
had experienced at his hands during the many years he had
been their medical adviser. The testimonial consisted of a
chaste silver inkstand, including two beautifully cut bottles
with silver tops, and bore the following inscription :—¢ Pre-
sented to A. Emson, Esq., by the Members of the Dorchester
Tradesmen's Benefit Society, as a mark of respect for his
attention as their Surgeon. June 29, 1857." Mr. Emson
made a feeling response to the kindness which had thus been
shown to him: and the remainder of the evening was spent in
a most convivial and pleasant manner.

TESTIMONIAL To FERGUsoN BRaNsoN, M.D. A handsome
silver inkstand was on Thursday, July 2nd, presented to Dr.
Branson, of Baslow, on his retirement from practice in Shef-
field, by some of his medical brethren in that town, to testify
their high estimation of his character, and sincere regret at
his departure from amongst them.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

NOTICE.—DR. WyNTER will feel obliged if the Associates will address
all Post Office Orders in payment of Subscriptions, to the Publisher,
Mr. THOMAS JoHN HONEYMAN, 87, Great Queen Street, Lincolu's Inn
Fields, London, W. C., “ Bloomsbury Branch”; and he would also feel
obliged by their ding all communicati respecting the non-receipt of
the Journal, to the same address; as both these matters are out of the
province of the Editor.

ANONYMOUs CORRESPONDENTS should always enclose their names to the
FEditor; not for publication, but in token of good faith. No attention can be
paid to communications not thus authenticated.

A PooR-Law MEepIcAL OFFICER. Your letter on the Single Qualification
}ms btelfln received, but you have not communicated to the Editor your name
and address.

MR. A, KEMPE is referred to the JOURNAL for June 27.

Communications have been received from:—DR. G. G. RoGERS; MR.
W.I. Cox; Dr. H. H. VERNoOX; Dr. H. CoLLET; DR, H. Haxcox; Dr. M.
Davis; Dr.CocxLE; M.R.C.S.; DR.J.G.DavEY; THE EDITOR OF THE
QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF DENTAL SCIENCE; DR. J. M. COLEY; A MEMBER;
Dr. D. NoBLE; MR. J. A, LockiNg; MR. RICHARD GRIFFIN; Mr. H.
TERRY, JUN.; DR. W. WERB; MR. GEORGE MAY, JUN.; DR. KINGSLEY; MR,
SoromoN; MR. A. KEMPE; MR. W. F, FAVELL; MR. S. BERnY; J. R.; and
MR. O. PEMBERTON.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

. .
Metropohta,n Counties Branch of
i THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.—The Fifth Annual
General M eeting of this Branch will be held at 87, Soho Square, on Tues-
day, July 14th, at 8 p.x.

The Members and their Friends will dine together at the Freemasons”
Tavern, Great Queen Street, at 8ix o'Clock. Tickets for the Dinner, in-
cluding Dessert and Tea and Coffee, 10s. 6d.

June 25, 1857. T. OGIER WARD, M.D., Hon. Sec.

Plates, cloth, 8vo, 10s.

Strictureof the Urethra, its Pathology

AND TREATMENT. By HENRY THOMPSON, F.R.C.S.,, M.B.,
Surgeon to the Marylebone Infirmary, etc.

“Mr.Thompson has given the profession by far the most complete treatise
on urethral strictures that it possesses.”—The Lancet.

“ The best treatise on the subject in the Fnglish language. A nearly in-
exhaustible mine of practical instruction.”—American Journal of Medical
Sciences.

London: JorN CHURCHILL, New Burlington Street.

Just published, price 1s., by post 1s. 1d.

Observations on the Topography and

CLIMATE OF ASPLEY GUISE, in reference to their superior
Influence upon Health and Disease, as compared with celebrated English
and Foreign Localities. By JAMES WILLIAMS, M.D,, etc.

“ Dr, Williams has here given a very pleasantly written and interesting
book. He makes out a good case for Aspley Guise as a residence for inva-
lids, and shows that England has in herself the advantages which sick
tourists seek abroad.”—Journal of Public Health.

London: THoMAS RICHARDS, 87, Great Queen Street,
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Price 88. Annual Subscription, 10s. No. X, for JULY 1857.
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The Sanitary Review. Edited by
Dr. RICHARDSON. This Number contains the following Articles:—
Sweating Sickness in England. By F. C. Webb, M.D.—Diseased Food and
Disease.—Epitome of Sanitary Literature.—Hygiene of the Turkish Army.
By J. N. Radcliffe, Esq.—Sanitary Legislation the First Duty of a Govern-
ment. By B. Daniel, Esq.—Nursery Government in its Sanitary Aspects.
By T. H. Barker, M.D.—Sanitary State of Huddersfield. By S. Knaggs, Esq,
—Progress of Epidemics in England, communicated by Forty Observers.—
Sanitary Legislati T ions of the Epidemiological Society.

London: T. RIcHARDS, 37, Great Queen Street; and all Booksellers.
“ Deserves a place in every scientifio library.”—Glasgow Medical Journal.
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Shortly will be ready, Part I. of

Grasses of Great Britain.

he
T Tllustrated by JOHN E. SOWERBY. Described by C.JOHNSON,
Esq. To be complete in 30 Parts, at 18.: uniform with “ The Ferns of Great
Britain.” The work will contain about 140 Coloured Plates. Prospectuses
may be had through all Booksellers ; or of the Publisher,
Joux F. SoweRpy, 8, Mead Place, Lambeth, S.

Sowerby’s English Botany. Second
EDITION. Reduced 25 per cent.

Twelve volumes, 2754 Plates, £20 cloth boards. Vols. I to VII, Flowering
Plants (1576 Plates), £10 : 10, cloth, boards.

Sowerby’s Ferns of Great Britain.

49 Plates, cloth boards, full coloured, 27s.; partly coloured, 14s.; plain,
6s., with coloured Frontispiece.

Sowerby’s Fern Allies.

Flexible boards, 31 Plates, full coloured, 18s.; partly coloured, 9s.

British Poisonous Plants. By C.

JOHNSON, Esq. Flexible boards, crown 8vo, with 28 Plates. Full
coloured, 7s.; plain, 5s.
Joux K. Sowersy, 3, Mead Place, Lambeth, S.

Just published, Third Edition, post free, 6d.

Spectacles : when to Wear and how

TO USE THE Addressed to those who value their Sight. By
CHARLES A. LLONG.
BrLAND & LoxNg, Opticians to the Queen, 153, Fleet Street, London.

Just published, 8vo, price 1s,

Electro - Chemical Bath.

he

T For the extraction of Mercury and other Metallic and Poisonous Sub-
stances from the Body. De-
monstrating the baneful
effects of inert matter in
the human organism. The
manner in which it is re-
moved. The relation of
Electricity to the Pheno-
mena of Life, Health, Dis-
ease, ete. .

‘A very important disco-
very.”—Sunday Times.

‘“ A book interesting from
what it promises to man-
kind.”~Bell's News.

“An important contribu-
tion to our literature.”—
Railway Record.

“ We can recommend it.”
—Weekly Register.

*“A good shilling’s worth
of information on one of the most interesting scientific problems of the day.”
—London Weekly Investigator.

‘“ A new and efficacious mode of relief.”—Jokn Bull and Britannia.

‘1t is well worthy the attention of the faculty and the public in general.”—

Weekly Dispatch.
By J. CAPLIN, M.D.
London: W. FREEMAN, 69, Fleet Street; or from the Author, Eclectic
Medical Institution, 9, York Place, Baker Street, Portman Square.
Gratuitous consultations from Nine to One o’clock daily.

Dr,Arnott’s

FLOATING
WATER BEDS, the
New Elastic Hot and
Cold Water Beds and
Cushions, the Adjust-
ing Bed. All kinds of
Hospital and Invalid
- Appliances, Waterproof
. o Sheeting, etc. Beds let
on hire. Prices and particulars furnished on application.

EDWARD SPENCER and Co,, 18, Billiter Street, London, E.C.

i
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(Great Saving in the Purchase of

SIX GROSS of NEW MEDICAL GLASS BOTTLES, assorted to
suit the convenience of Purchasers, at S. ISAACS & SON, 6, Warren Street,
Tottenham Court Road, London.

6 and 8 oz., any shape, plain, or graduated .......... 8s.0d. per gross.
3 and 4 oz. ditto ditto...o..iun P 78. 6d. »
3 0z. Moulded Phials ............. ceeecee.. 48.6d
1 oz. ditto....eviiveninnnns teseecieeses.  58.6d. »
1} oz. .17 7 teereresieas 68.0d.
2 oz. L 7 R £ 11 T: TS

No charge for package. Immediateattention to Country Orders, which must
be accompanied by a remittance. Post-office orders to be made payable
to 8. ISAACS & SON, at the Post Office, Tottenham Court Road, London.

Willia,msv and Son’s Pure Glycerine

SOAP, analysed by Dr. HormMaNN, F.R.S., and PROFESSOR
Repwoop, Ph.D., strongly recommended by many eminent Members of the
Medical Profession, and favorably noticed by the following Medical Journals :

The Lancet.

The Medical Times and Gazette.

The British Medical Journal,

The Medical Circular.

The Edinburgh Medical Journal.

The Dublin Hospital Gazette.
It is suited to all cases of delicate skin (whether arising from disease or
otherwise), and is admirably adapted for nursery use. May be had of all
respectable Chemists, Perfumers, etc.

Soap WoRks, CLERKENWELL, LONDON, E. C.

Glenﬁeld Patent Starch,

USED IN THE ROYAL LAUNDRY,
AND PRONOUNCED BY HER MAJESTY'S LAUNDRESS T0 BE
THE FINEST STARCH SHE EVER USED.

Sold by all Chandlers, Grocers, etc. etc.

DR. DE JONGH'S
LIGHT-BROWN COD-LIVER OIL.

This pure transparent LIGHT-BROWN COD-LIVER OIL is
invariably and carefully submitted to Chemical Analysis, and,
to preclude any subsequent admixture or adulteration, is sup-
plied oNLY in Bottles, capsuled and labelled with Dr.De Joxea’s
Stamp and Signature, so that the Faculty may rely upon a
genuine Medicine, and, so far as is possible, anticipate a uni-
form, regular, and certain result.

Sole Consignees and Agents for the United Kingdom and the

British Possessions,

HARFORD, & CO.,
LONDON.

HALF-PINTS (10 Ounces), 2s. 6d.

PINTS (20 Ounces), 45.9d. QUARTS (40 Ounces), 9.
IMPERIAL MEASURE.
*,* A LIBERAL DISCOUNT TO THE PROFESSION.

ANSAR, 77, STRAND,

WALTERS’ INDIA RUBBER TURINALS.

F. WALTERS, having originally
invented these URINALS, begs to
warn the ProrEssiox of the many
bad and useless Imitations which
are now Sold; and he-would advise
them, before Purchasing, to look
that they are Strampep with his
NamE, as, unless that be the case
he cannot guarantee them.

Made of Solid INDIA RUBBER
with PATENT VALVE, and adapted
for LADIES, GENTLEMEN, and
CHILDREN.

16, MOORGATE STREET, LONDON,

F. WALTERS,
K&~ AGENT FOR BECKWITH'S PATENT JACQUARD STOCKINGS.
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