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Medical school intake and manpower implications

SIR,-It has been widely suggested that the
Conference of Colleges and Faculties together
with the universities, the BMA, and the Health
Departments should set up a standing forum
which would review statistics relating to
medical staffing and career structure. This
forum could provide the Government and
other relevant bodies with continuing informed
and up-to-date advice on medical manpower
from student intake to retirement. We, as
representatives of the collegiate members of
the three Royal Colleges of Physicians, support
this suggestion and consider that a solution to
the problem is a matter or urgency and that, in
the light of the information available, medical
school intake should be held static until such
time as the standing forum has been estab-
lished.
The current output of graduates from

United Kingdom medical schools appears to
exceed currently available career posts by
500%.' In the Irish Republic there is a similar
situation with output greater than needs. In
the short term it may be possible for some of
these graduates to take up junior training grade
posts at present occupied by overseas gradu-
ates, but it should be emphasised that under
the existing organisation many of those in SHO
and registrar posts have no hospital career
prospects. Because of changing policy in the
United States, Canada, and Australasia,
British and Irish graduates have fewer oppor-
tunities to emigrate. On the available informa-
tion further medical school expansion without
a radical restructure of hospital medical
staffing in the UK Health Service will result in
medical unemployment. We should like to
stress that this is not a problem which might

arise in the future, but one which already
exists.

ROGER SMITH
Chairman, Collegiate Members' Committee,

Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh
N STIRLING

Chairman, Standing Committee of Members
Royal College of Physicians of London

D A KELLY
Chairman, Collegiate Members' Committee

Royal College of Physicians of Ireland

Department of Health and Social Security. Medical
manpower-the next twenty years. London. DHSS.
1978.

Medical charities and prevention

SIR,-I have been impressed but somewhat
saddened by the defensive and even slightly
petulant reactions of foundations to your


