BRITISH =
MEDICAL
JOURNAL ...

LEADING ARTICLES

Bacterial resistance to trimethoprim. ... ... ... ... 571
Oestrogen-replacement treatment in old age............. ... ... ... it 572
How does smoking harm the heart? ... ... . ... ... ... ... . ... . . 573

PAPERS AND ORIGINALS

A flexible model for planning facilities for patients with end-stage renal failure I T WOOD, N P MALLICK, B MOORES. ... 575
Exceptionally low blood glucose response to dried beans: comparison with other carbohydrate foods
DAVID ] A JENKINS, THOMAS M S WOLEVER, RODNEY H TAYLOR, HELEN M BARKER, HASHMEIN FIELDEN. .. .. ...ouvunenennnnnnnnns 578
Social prognosis in patients with ulcerative colitis C HENDRIKSEN, V BINDER. . . . .« e ettt e e e ee e 581
Increased incidence of faecal Klebsiella pneumoniae in patients with HLA B7 CREG antigen and men with rheumatoid
arthritis ROLAND EBRINGER, DIANE COLTHORPE, ADAM YOUNG,; MARY CORBETT . . . .« « v v ettt e e e e e e e e e e 583

Androgen production in a patient with Klinefelter’s syndrome and choriocarcinoma A P WEETMAN, L K BORYSIEWICZ.. 585

Hypoglycaemia in insulin-dependent diabetic drivers BERNARD CLARKE, JOHN D WARD, B ANTHONY ENOCH. . . .. ........... 586
Finger wrinkling after immersion in water G ALVAREZ, ] EUROLO, P CANALES. . « . . ottt ot ettt e e e e 586
Comparison of two combination chemotherapy regimens in advanced colorectal cancer

A A EPENETOS, C AMOS, C COLLIS, M SLEVIN, A ROHATINER, H BAILLE-JOHNSON, J PITTS, P F M WRIGLEY . . . ... ....oouuininnnnnn... 587

Extreme eosinophilia due to common streptococcal infection in an adult A D EFSTRATOPOULOS, A N SPANTIDEAS, Z D KOMNINOS 588

MEDICAL PRACTICE

Handling of injectable antineoplastic agents R S KNOWLES, J E VIRDEN . . . ... otvunttmn ettt e e e 589
Mathematics and Medicine : Test reduction: II—Bayes’s theorem and the evaluation of tests C CSPICER ............ 592
Low-birth-weight infants in Bradford 1972-9 P ] CONGDON, G T LEALMAN . . . .. .ottt et e e e e e e e 594
Printed information for the lay public on cardiovascular disease M O’HANRAHAN, K O’MALLEY, E T O’BRIEN. .. ........... 597
USSR Letter: Doctors in rural practice MICHAEL RYAN. . ... .uutnnnt ettt e et e e e e e e e e 600
Procedures in Practice: Taking blood and putting up a drip in young @ilgrmpﬁb@p%mvm%wf BERNARD VALMAN.. 602
Reading for Pleasure: A sense of time and place CATHERINE FRAHER. .44 TIONAL ARBRICULTURAL ‘LIBRARY ~ " - " - " 605
Any QUestionS?. .. ... ... RECEIVED 591, 596, 606
WOords B J FREEDMAN. . ...ttt ittt et ettt ettt e e et e et T T 599
Medicine and BooKks.......... ... ... ... SE P SR 1980 ....................... 607
Personal View MICHAEL SMALL. . .. .ottt ettt ettt et et e et e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e 612
Fe TURENENT SECTION
wIREZET SERIAL RECORDS
OBITUARY . . ... e e 613 CORRESPONDENCE—List of Contents. ............. 615
NEWS AND NOTES Parliament ....... .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. 625
Epidemiology—Malaria in Britain 1979................ 624 Medical News....... ... .. ... .. . i, 626
Medicolegal—Automatism revisited. .. ................. 624 BMA Notices.. ...t 626
NO 6240 BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 1980 VOLUME 281 571-626 ASTM CODEN: BMJOAE 281 (6240) 571-626 (1980)

BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION TAVISTOCK SQUARE LONDON WCIH 9JR. WEEKLY. SECOND CLASS POSTAGE PAID AT NEW YORK NY



BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL

30 AuGusT 1980

615

CORRESPONDENCE

A grim experiment—children in cars

JGAvery, MD............ . ... 615
Whooping cough in the United Kingdom

1977-8

T McL Galloway, FFCM................ 616
Poliomyelitis worldwide

HV Wyatt,PHD. ...............coon.n. 616
Outbreak of tuberculosis after minimal

exposure to infection

M W McNicol, FRCPED. . .. ... ... 616
Changing patterns of communicable

disease in England and Wales

A Mindel, MB............. ..., 616
Distalgesic poisoning—cause for concern

R J Young, MrcP, and A A H Lawson,

13:703:0:5 o S 616
Addiction to Distalgesic

(dextropropoxyphene)

N Mellor, MB; R Wall, MRCPSYCH. . ...... 617
Adverse reactions to D-penicillamine

after gold toxicity

Patricia ] Smith, MRCP, and W R Swinburn,

MRCP ot oitteeine e eiineiaeennnns 617
Prescribing psychoactive drugs to addicts

M SCUIT, MRCP. . . oot ve e e eeaennn 617
Disturbed behaviour induced by

high-dose antipsychotic drugs

W R Guirguis, MRCPSYCH, and Susan E

Bawden,BM.........ccoiiiiiinnninnnnn 617

Rapid poisoning with slow-release

potassium

A B Whitehouse, MRCP.................
Spironolactone prophylaxis in

mountain sickness

LDRULtEr, MB. . ..ottt iieinnennnnnn
Percutaneous central venous

cannulation

J L Peters, FRCS, and others..............
Emphysema: beginning of an

understanding

JCraw, FRCS. . ..ot iiin i iiinenanenns
Drains and sutures

A E P Cameron, FrRCs; P F Jones, FRCS. ... 619
Kidney biopsy

P M Bretland, FRCR, and B I Hoffbrand,

310l
The prepregnancy clinic

Judith M Lumley, MB, and others........
Adverse effect of plasma exchange on

anti-D production

R T Wensley, MRCPATH, and others; S J

Urbaniak, MRCP, and others.............
Pseudomonas ophthalmia neonatorum

Rosemary E T McGill, MB..............
Chlorpropamide-alcohol flushing in

non-insulin-dependent diabetics

T D R Hockaday, FRcP, and Rowan M

Hillson, MRCP...............occovenn.. 620

Bladder cancer as a prescribed industrial
disease

RAMCase,MD..........ccoounnnnnn. 621
Sauna-induced acceleration in insulin

absorption

V A KOIVIStO, MD. o oo v vt e eiieen e 621
Jejunoileal tuberculosis

Mde SaPereira, MD.................... 622

Acupuncture and postherpetic neuralgia
G T Lewith, MRcP, and Jennifer Field,

MRCP .ttt ittt in i iininneeaannn 622
Medical audit

Sir Reginald Murley, FRGS. .. ............ 622
Advertisement from group of

homosexual doctors

M R Hamilton Farrell, MRCP............ 622

Dumfries and Galloway: where the NHS
works well

D G L Lackie, FRCSED. . ... vvvvneennnn.. 622
The sick doctor

TIJones,MD.....ovvrirrunenuennnnnnn 623
Generic prescribing

M A Jolles, MRCOG. .. .vvvvvvnnnunnnnnnn 623
The hospital practitioner grade

G SMcCUne, MRCOG. . ... vovrunennnnnnn 623
“Batch” or “on-line” for child health

PJHeathy MECM............covivevnnn. 623
No monopoly of success

JCAngell, FRCS. .. .ovvveveinviinnnnnn, 623

We may return unduly long letters to the author for shortening so that we can offer readers as wide a selection as possible.
We receive so many letters each week that we have to omit some of them. Letters must be signed personally by all their
authors. We cannot acknowledge their receipt unless a stamped addressed envelope or an international reply coupon

is enclosed.

Correspondents should present their references in the Vancouver style (see examples in these columns). In particular,
the names and initials of all authors must be given unless there are more than six, when only the first three should be
given, followed by et al; and the first and last page numbers of articles and chapters should be included. Titles of papers
are not, however, included in the correspondence section.

A grim experiment—children in cars

SiR,—Your eye-catching leading article on the
rise in motorcycle deaths in the United States
(9 August, p 406) is a timely reminder to all
of us to make sure that a similar repeal of
crash helmet legislation does not occur in this
country. Every summer—good or bad—the
media gives wide publicity to parades by the
anti-helmet legislation brigade. Fortunately
the vast majority of motorcyclists have
accepted the wisdom of crash helmet legislation.
A small minority, however, do not seem to be
fully aware not only of the folly of not wearing
a helmet but also of the dangers of wearing
helmets with poorly adjusted chin straps,
with unclean visors, and with added paint and
stickers.

Since you also mentioned seat belts and
freedom of choice I thought it worth men-
tioning one group of road users who invariably
have no choice. I refer, of course, to child
passengers in motorcars. They surely have a
“right to survival” and a right to be protected
against the folly of their parents. The total
number of children involved (currently
around 80 deaths and 10000 injuries per
annum in Britain) cannot be ignored, yet this
is an important area of child road safety that
has been largely neglected. It is an area,

however, where legislation may well be more
acceptable to the public and to Parliament than
the long-delayed (adult) seat belt legislation.

A private member’s Bill by Mr George
Robertson, MP, on the carriage of children in
the rear seats of motorcars has so far failed to
receive Parliamentary approval. This Bill only
answers half of the problem since it does not
require any form of adequate restraint for the
child. The recommendations of the Child
Accident Prevention Committee! of the
Medical Commission on Accident Prevention
go some way further to meet these require-
ments. They propose that legislation be
introduced as follows: (1) The use of properly
fitted and suitable restraint systems should
be made compulsory for all children travelling
in cars. (2) Children should not travel in the
front seat of passenger cars unless properly
fitted and suitable restraints are used by the
child.

I would like to add to these recommendations
the very strong plea that cars be fitted by law
with rear as well as front safety belts. In the
course of time one would hope that the
legislation would progress to the compulsory
usage of both front and rear seat belts. The
great advantage of the fitting of rear seat belts

is that these can then be used by children with
the Hi-Rider child seat,? which has been
such a big success in Australia (this is not yet
available in this country but is marketed as the
“Toppy” in West Germany). This seat, which
is easily transferable to another car, raises the
child some 10 cm (4 in) above the car seat and
allows him to fit comfortably and safely into
an adult seat belt. The seat can be used for all
ages from 1 to 12, after which adult seat belts
become quite suitable. Its use avoids much
of the difficulty and expense of fitting a series
of special child bucket seats and harnesses.

Let us sincerely hope that we can see some
progress in the next year or two in the long
neglected area of legislation on the compulsory
use of seat belts for adults and children in
motorcars.

J G Avery

Warwickshire Area Health
Authority (South District),
Leamington Spa CV32 4]B

' Child Accident Prevention Committee. The safety of
children in cars. London CAPC (126 Albert Street,
London NW1 7NF), 1980.

* Molnar T E, Rodwell D M. A4 new concept in child
restraint design. SAE Technical Paper No 790072.
Warrendale, Pennsylvania: Society of Automotive
Engineers, 1979.



