'BRITISH
MEDICAL
JOURNAL ... o

LEADING ARTICLES

Alcoholism: An inherited disease?............ 1301 Haemoglobin A, and diabetes: a reappraisal.. 1304
Kidneys and computers...................... 1302 Perforation of the intraventricular septum.... 1305
Metal allergy: A false alarm?................ 1303 Something of ourselves...................... 1306
PAPERS AND ORIGINALS

Analysis of ethnic differences in perinatal statistics P B TERRY, R G CONDIE, RS SETTATREE. .. ...t vtiinininnnnnnnennnnnns 1307
Role of drugs in traffic accidents RISTO HONKANEN, LIISA ERTAMA, MARKKU LINNOILA, ANTTI ALHA, IRMELI LUKKARI,

MARIANNE KARLSSON, OLLI KIVILUOTO; MARKKU PURO . . .ttt e vetttteeneeasannnesonnnesesnsnnasseenneasssseennanessennnns 1309
Reconstructive surgery versus nephrectomy in renal artery stenosis: comparison of effects on total and

divided renal function and on blood pressure A MACKAY, ] ] BROWN, A F LEVER, JI SROBERTSON. ... ...coueuenurnennnn. 1313
Generalised tissue abnormality of aryl hydrocarbon hydroxylase in psoriasis P H CHAPMAN, P ] KERSEY,

BARBARA KEYS, SAM SHUSTER; M D RAWELINS. . . .ttt ittt ettetnesceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeoeaeaeananeneeeeeneeeeans 1315
Comparison of various treatments for irritable bowel syndrome J A RITCHIE, S C TRUELOVE. .. .v vttt vtnenenenenennnns 1317
Intrinsic hazard of breech presentation JOHN P CALVERT . . ... .u ottt ttetnenenenenennennentnenenenenensneeeeensasnnns 1319
Effects of oral propranolol on parathyroid hormone secretion in chronic renal failure K FARRINGTON, ] HAMZEH,

Z VARGHESE, J F MOORHEAD . . . .ttt ittt ettt ettt e te et e e et e e aeeetaeansaeasenenaeneaeenenseaeonenasneneenens 1320
Lack of effect of propranolol and metoprolol on glucose tolerance in maturity-onset diabetics

K L WOODS, A D WRIGHT, M J KENDALL, ELIZABETH BLACK . . . ¢ ¢ ¢ttt v vttt eeeeenaeeeeneneneaeeeseeeseeesesseseeeesannenns 1321
Tampon-associated toxic Shock SyNdrome PAUL HOLT. .. .. ...ttt ettt itetnenenenenenensunenenns 1321
Theophylline and depression MICHAEL B MURPHY, AILEEN DILLON, M X FITZGERALD . . . . ¢ sttt vt vt nenenenenenennnnnnnnens 1322
Controlled trial of bladder drill for detrusor instability G J JARVIS; DR MILLAR. . ..t ttttttitnenenenenennneeannnnnns 1322
A renal vipoma I HAMILTON, L REIS, SHERNAZ BILIMORIA,; R G LONG. .« oottt e enennnenneenneseneenneenneeneeenseannenns 1323
Unpredictable response to nifedipine in severe cardiac failure

NICHOLAS BROOKS, MARTIN CATTELL, JOHN PIDGEON, RAPHAEL BALCON. .. ... 0vterrunnnnenenn B: G- BERT S ane e anpe - 1324

ARTRRAU iUV 8L 0 ANY
MEDICAL PRACTICE SN
Pollution and People: Noise—hearing loss and psychological effects DAPHNE GLOAG........ fopeme e At 1325
Whom do dying patients tell? JOHN HINTON. . .. ... ouvurnnrnranenneaeaneaneasaneananeannns Ui o udio oL 1328
Liver biopsy as a day-case procedure: selection and complications in 200 consecutive patients. ,

D WESTABY, B R D MACDOUGALL, ROGER WILLIAMS.. . . « v vttt v tueeee e et eneenenenennns CROCUREMENT.SECT G, 1331
The Drug Industry: Are the drug-regulatory agencies paper villains? TONY SMITH..... CURRENT SERMAL RECLKDG - - - 1333
Statistics and ethics in medical research: III—How large a sample? DOUGLAS G ALTMAN. ... ....ocverenenenannnnnnn. 1336
Lesson of the Week: Late appearance of pneumothorax after subclavian vein catheterisation: an anaesthetic hazard

ANDREW MITCHELL; HOWARD W STEER . .+« ottt vttt et ettt ettt oe ieeeenseneneneeeeeneeeeeeeeneeeeeeeseseseeeeeeeneenenns 1339
AN QUES I OIS 2. . . ittt i e e e e e e e e e e 1327, 1330, 1332, 1338, 1341
Materia Non Medica—Contributions from P E JACKSON, ANDREW ARMSTRONG, WILLIAM THOMPSON. . . ...t vuernnennnennnennns 1335
Reading for Pleasure: More worlds per pound T J HAMBLIN. . ..t tutt ittt tnenenenneneneneneeeeeeeeasusnenenesnnns 1340
Medicine and BooKs. .. .. ... . e e et ettt et e 1342
Personal VIEW M E K AHMED. . ..ottt et tnassetenenenneneenenenenenenenasaeeeseeaeeeeneseeneseeeeseneeseanensenes 1346
NEWS AND NOTES CORRESPONDENCE—List of Contents............. 1347
Views ................ EERRREEEEEERERTEERY SRERREE 1359 OBITUARY ..o oo 1363
Epidemiology—Food poisoning and salmonellosis

surveillance in England and Wa\.lc?s. 1.979.. ............ 1360 SUPPLEMENT
Parliament—EEC’s product liability directive

unacceptable to the Government in present form...... 1361 Tl:le Wee}‘ ......................................... 1366

. Dipping into the Queen’s Speech WILLIAM RUSSELL.. 1367
Medical News........ciiiiiiiiiiiniiiiieneinnennns 1361 GMC raises annual retention fee to £15............ 1368
BMA NOtICES. . ..o i ittt ittt teniienenenennaennan 1362 Decision deferred on London’s medical education. .. 1369
Instructions to authors............................ 1362 Staffing crisis in pathology ] R ANDERSON, J R TIGHE.. 1370
NO 6251 BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 1980 VOLUME 281 1301-1372 ASTM CODEN: BMJOAE 281 (6251) 1301-1372 (1980)

BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION TAVISTOCK SQUARE LONDON WCI1H 9JR. WEEKLY. SECOND CLASS POSTAGE PAID AT NEW YORK NY



BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL VOLUME 281

15 NOVEMBER 1980

1347

CORRESPONDENCE

'Drug prevention of malaria

A W Woodruff, FrRcp, and others........
Management of patients after

self-poisoning

D Waxman, MRCS; ] A T Dyer, MRCPSYCH 1347
Alcohol and the emergency medical

service

NEKE MB....ooveieiiiiiiinnaenennn
Prevention or cure for stress-induced

gastrointestinal bleeding?

D Hetzel..............ooiiiiiin.,
Passing a nasogastric tube

F I Tovey, FRCS; Pat Steele, SrRD, and others 1349
Parity and breast cancer

K L Woods, MD, and others............
Collecting and banking human milk

J D Hall, mrcM; D P Davies, FRCP, and

others; Hilary M C Hoey, MRcPI, and

OtherS. ....oviiiiiiiiiiineeneennnns 1350
Secondary drowning in children
K C Chin, MRCP, and others............ 1351

Mode of delivery and survival in babies
weighing less than 2000 g
J S Fleming, MRcoG; M ] Johnstone,
MRCOG
Transplants—are the donors really
dead?
A Glass, MD; M S Rose, MRCPATH; D
Coakley, MRCP; G Deehan, BSC.........
Vasectomy under local anaesthesia
JJHObbS,FRCGP. . ....oviiiiiiie e
High-risk groups and cervical cancer
J Elizabeth Macgregor, MD.............

Vitamin A, retinol, carotene, and cancer

prevention

MGuslandi, MD. . .......civiiinnnnnnn
Can children catch leukaemia?

G A Matthews, FRCPATH. ..............
Indomethacin-propranolol interaction

R J Mangini, PHARMD. . .. ..............
Antibiotics in surgical treatment of

acute abscesses

RHGrace, FRCS....oovvviernnneennns
Granulocytopenia and septicaemia

S Selwyn, FRCPATH; G A R Young, MRcP,

and A G Smith,MRCP..................
C S Lewis and experimental medicine

HM Sinclair, FRCP. . . ... coivvinnennnns
Response of antidiuretic hormone to

chlorpropamide

R Huupponen, DM, and others..........
Lymphocyte sensitisation in

nifedipine-induced hepatitis

A R Davidson, MRCP............ooun..
Hearing impairment in the elderly

MAbuNasar, MRCP. .. ......co0veunnn 1
Following up patients with rheumatoid

arthritis

BK Sharma, MRCP.........ccoeuenennn
A better system for polio vaccination in

developing countries?

R D Ferris, FiMLS, and D T Langford,

MRCGP . .vvvinnnnnnnnenenennnnnneens
Treatment of axillary hyperhidrosis

G R Bailie, Msc, and others............
When is not treating the same as actively

killing?

M G Revill, MRCPSYCH. . . ... ovvevennns

A plea for clinical epidemiology

JKAnand,FFCM........oovvnunveeen.n 1355
Clinical medical officers’ training

Shelagh M Tyrrell, MFCM.............. 1355
Computing in primary health care

F M Akerman, MB; R S A While, MRCGP.. 1355
Workshops for trainers?

RABriggs, MB...........coiiivnnenn. 1356
Uncertainties for deans and students

EOLeslie, MA....ooivinnnnnnnnnnn.. 1356
Restore the medical superintendent?

JRWo00od,MB.....oovvivnninnnnnnnnnn. 1356
The Steve Biko case: politics and

medical ethics

JNDeKIlerk, FRCSED. . .....ccvvvernnn 1357
Equity and the NHS

Ann Cartwright, PHD.................. 1357
BUPA has boobed

PATWO0d,MD......ovvvininennnnnns 1357
Confidentiality of medical records for

children and their families

W M Styles, MRCGP. . .....oovvvnrnnnnn 1357

Points Long-term survival after cardiac
transplantation (G A MacGregor); Home
blood glucose monitoring (G R Jones and
others); Effect of treatment of hyper-
lipidaemia on haemostatic variables (S F
Szanto); Boy or girl—parental choice ?
(S P Marfatia) ; Postanal sinus (Colonel J C
Watts); Cat’s whiskers (M S King); The
housemaids are very nervous (I S
Blakebrough); The pay of medical
secretaries (C G D Brook); Doctors in
Malta (R O Parnis); No to euthanasia?
(DNParfitt). . cooveerennnenneennnnnns

We may return unduly long letters to the author for shortening so that we can offer readers as wide a selection as possible.
We receive so many letters each week that we have to omit some of them. Letters must be signed personally by all their
authors. We cannot acknowledge their receipt unless a stamped addressed envelope or an international reply coupon

is enclosed.

Correspondents should present their references in the Vancouver style (see examples in these columns). In particular,
the names and initials of all authors must be given unless there are more than six, when only the first three should be
given, followed by et al; and the first and last page numbers of articles and chapters should be included. Titles of papers
are not, however, included in the correspondence section.

Drug prevention of malaria

SIR,—At this hospital innumerable requests are
received from practitioners and from travellers
for information concerning recommended drug
prophylaxis of malaria. The undersigned mem-
bers of the medical committee have therefore
considered this matter in the light of current
knowledge concerning availability of anti-
malarials and of the distribution of drug-
resistant strains of malarial parasites. The
following statement has been prepared and
is available as a leaflet to all inquirers at the
hospital provided that they enclose a stamped
addressed envelope.
“The following drugs are recommended for
the prevention of malaria:
Adult doses are given. Children under 1
year—quarter dose. Children 1-5 years—
one-half dose. Children 6-12 years—
three-quarter dose. Antimalarial drugs
are safer than malaria in pregnancy.
(a) Africa, Arab States, Pakistan, India
(except Eastern India), Pacific Islands:
(1) Proguanil (Paludrine) 200 mg daily
(first choice) or
(2) Chloroguine 300 mg weekly.

(b) Eastern India, Bangladesh, South-east
Asia, Central and South America,
Papua New Guinea:

(3) Maloprim [pyrimethamine and dap-
sone] one tablet twice weekly or

(4) Fansidar [pyrimethamine and sulfa-
doxine] one tablet weekly. Not to be
taken by persons sensitive tosulphon-
amides. The manufacturers do not
recommend Fansidar in pregnancy.”

For further information see Preservation of
Personal Health in Warm Climates, published

by the Ross Institute of Tropical Hygiene,

Keppel Street, London WCIE 7HT (price
80p, or £1 overseas).

A W WOODRUFF

Chairman of Medical Committee

D S RIDLEY

A M TOMKINS
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Hospital for Tropical Diseases,
London NW1 OPE

Management of patients after self-poisoning

Sir,—The concern of the Royal Colleges of
Physicians and of Psychiatrists with the prob-
lem of attempted suicide and the timely letter
of Sir Douglas Black and Professor Desmond
Pond (25 October, p 1141) draw attention to
the fact that the number of patients admitted to
hospital as a result of self-poisoning can now
be considered to have reached epidemic pro-

portions. The suggestions made therefore
require immediate and very serious con-
sideration.

There is no doubt, as is stated, that “every
patient admitted with self-poisoning, however
trivial, must have an adequate evaluation of the
situation which led up to the overdosage and of
his or her mental state.” Attention is drawn to



