
MEDICAL

JOURNAL SATURDAY 24 JULY 1982

LEADING ARTICLES
AnniversaryARM ........................................ .................................... . 241
Problems with anticoagulants A A SHARP . .................................................................... 242
Water intoxication and oxytocin j G FEENEY . .................................................................. 243
Regular Review: Research in human in-vitro fertilisation and embryo transfer ALAN TROUNSON, ANGELO CONTI .... ....... 244

CLINICAL RESEARCH * PAPERS AND SHIORT REPORTS * PRACTICE OBSERVED
Sulpiiide improves inadequate lactation o YLIKORKALA, A KAUPPILA, ' KIVINEN, L VIINA ...................................... 249
Response of patients to upper gastrointestinal endoscopy: effect of inherent personality traits and premedication with diazepam
M J WEBBERLEY, A CUSCHIERI .......................... 251

Rubella vaccination: persistence of antibodies for up to 16 years
SIOBHAN O'SHEA, JENNIFER M BEST, I E BANATVALA, W C MARSHALL, I A DUDGEON ................................................. 253

Indium-I1 autologous leucocyte scanning: comparison with radiology for imaging the colon in inflammatory bowel disease
S H SAVERYMUrTU, A M PETERS,H J HODGSON, V S CHADWICK, J P LAVEND)ER ..................................................... 255

Comparison of hig-dose intravenous methylprednisolone with low-dose oral prednisolone in acute renal allograft rejection in children
NELSON ORTA-SIBU, CYRIL CHANTLER, MICHAEL BEWICK, GEORGE HAYCOCK ...................................................... 258

Arterial complications of migraine treatment with methysergide and parenteral ergotamine D A JOYCE, SS GUBBAY .... 260
Carbamazepine intoxication caused by interaction with isoniazid V C VALSALAN, G L COOPER ..................................... 261
Insulin resistance and hypomagnesaemia: case report KENNEH W MOLES, J KENNETH MCMULLEN ................................. 262
Near-fatal asphyxia by a toy shopping bag D T D BULUGAHAPITYA, P R BECK, SANDRA LOBO ........................................ 263
Meningitis caused by dysgonic fermentertype 2 (DF 2) organism in a previously healthy adult DOFORI-ADJEI,PBLACKLEDGE,PO'NE.LL.. 263
Effect of chronic ranitidine treatment on secretion of intrinsic factor N D YEOMANS, R G HANSON,RASMALLWOOD,GW MIHALY,WJLOUIS 264
Problem identification, disease management, and audit E E J MARTIN .............. ................... 265
Anatomy of a research project J G R HOWIE ........................................... . . . . . . . . . ......... . . . 266

MEDICAL PRACTICE
First seven years of a new NHS mental handicap service 1974-81 A MARY MYERS ................................. .............. 269
Drug interaction with coumarin derivative anticoalants
STANDING ADVISORY COMMIITEE FOR HAEMATOLOGY OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF PATHOLOGIST. ....................................... 274

St George's University School of Medicine, Grenada: benefit or liability? RICHARD SMITH .. . ^. 276
ABC of Diabetes: Hypoglycaemia PETER J WATKINS .............................. 278
Successful treatment of Cushing's disease using yttrium-90 rods M C WHITE, F H DOYLE, K MASHITER, G F JOPLIN ..... ................ 280
A day at Olympia TONY SMI TH ..............................SIH2...............3..............., 283
Any Questions? .............................................................................................. 273,275,282
Medicine and Books ........................................ 284
Personal View B S SANDHU ............................................... ............................................. 287

CORRESPONDENCE- List of Contents ....... .......... 288

OBITUARY ....... 299

NEWS AND NOTES

Views ............................................ 302

Parliament ........................................... 303

Medical News-Threat to academic medicine: RCP report;
Industrial action in the NHS ....... .................... 304

BMA Notices ......................................... 305

No 6337 BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 1982 VOLUME 285 241-320
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION TAVIsrocK SQUARE LONDON WC1H 9JR.

SUPPLEMENT
The Week ............................................ 306
Standing firm on pay dispute WILLIAM RUSSELL .... ........ 307
From the ARM
Review Body 308 Community health doctors 310
Medical ethics 311 Confidentiality ofmedical records 311
Superannuation 312 Medical manpower 313 Finances
ofBMA 314 Private practice 315 Debates in brief 317

CCHMS manpower ballot ............................... 311

Annual General Meeting ........ ........................ 311
Effect on NHS of recent decisions on pay .... ............. 316
More consultants, fewer juniors

DAVID T JONES, R SAMPANGI RMAIAE .... ................. 319

General Medical Services Committee ..... ................ 320

WEEKLY. ISSN 0007-1447
ASTM CODEN: BMJOAE 285 (6337) 241-320 (1982)

'7Juic



288 BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL VOLUME 285 24 JULY 1982

CORRESPONDENCE

Death by a thousand cuts
C Chantler, FRCP; C N Martyn, MRCP, and
D A Wood, MRCP; D N Kay, FRCR........ 288

Banning boxing
W R Timperley, DM .................... 289

Birth asphyxia
G S Sykes, MB, and others; D P Addy, FRCP 289

Remission from polymyositis after total
body irradiation
F E G Schon, MRCP, and others.......... 290

A-level grades and medical school
admission
I Cobden, MD; J M Ioannou, LRCP; Rosalind
A Garnish, MB ......................... 290

Electrocardiographic abnormalities and
autonomic dysfunction in Guillain-
Barre syndrome
P A Cullis, MB; T G Palferman, MRCP.... 291

Contact tracing
R N T Thin, FRCPED; M N Bhattacharyya,
MRCOG; C Jones, MRCP, and S K Panja,
FRCSED; Patricia White .................. 291

Effect of nifedipine on histamine
reactivity in asthma
S T A Malik, MRCP, and M F Sudlow, MD.. 292

Consent to psychiatric treatment
B H Fookes, MRCPSYCH; M G Revill,
MRCPSYCH ........ .................... 292

Authors of the world, unite ...
R G Richardson, BM; H de Glanville, MB.. 293

Alcoholic cardiac beriberi
P G Reasbeck, FRCS; K F Whyte, MRCP, and
M G Dunnigan, FRCP ................... 294

Why the alcohol problem?
S A L Brooks, MRCPSYCH ................ 294

No deceiving biochemists
JD S Kay,MB ......................... 294

Oral anticoagulants reassessed
E van der Does, MD ..................... 294

Measles eradication policies
S A Rousseau, MB ...................... 294

Two-, six-, and 12-minute walking test
in respiratory disease
A H Morice, MRCP, and T Smithies, BSC.. .. 295

Postoperative infection in shunts for
hydrocephalus: are prophylactic
antibiotics necessary?
Z B Tabara, FRCS ....................... 295

Auscultatory percussion of the head
J R Guarino, MD ....................... 295

Industrial bladder cancer
P Vineis, MD .......................... 295

Taking a stand
J H C Morgan, MRCGP .................. 295

Ascorbic acid, iron overload, and
desferrioxamine
B Halliwell, DPHIL ..................... 296

A programme for shared maternity and
child care
A M Cawthra, SCM ..................... 296

Bromocriptine in management of large
pituitary tumours
D T Hope, FRCS ....................... 296

Laboratory dispute in Fife
J G Begg, FRCPATH ..................... 296

Chiropody and podiatry
T Debarbara .......................... 297

Medical manpower
F S A Doran, FRCS ..................... 297

Messy juniors
P J P Holden, MB . .............. 297

Short-term prophylaxis with cefotaxime
for prostatic surgery
R Hole, FRCS .......................... 297

A voice for the disabled
A K Thould, FRCP . .............. 297

Points The medical newspaper (J D Wigdahl;
J Eskell; J A Shapiro; H S J Bull); What are
GRIDs? (I Lenox-Smith); A luxury
indulged (G Flavell); Alcohol and oesopha-
geal cancer (Josephine A Spring); Walking
sticks used by the elderly (J H V Hunter);
Synergy between thinness and intensive
sports activity in delaying menarche
(Saskia Shuster and S Shuster); Ausculta-
tory percussion of the head (J A Malloch). . 298

We may return unduly long letters to the author for shortening so that we can offer readers as wide a selection as possible.
We receive so many letters each week that we have to omit some of them. Letters should be typed with double spacing
between lines and must be signed personally by all their authors, who should include their degrees. We cannot acknow-
ledge their receipt unless a stamped addressed envelope or an international reply coupon is enclosed.

Correspondents should present their references in the Vancouver style (see examples in these columns). In particular,
the names and initials of all authors must be given unless there are more than six, when only the first three should be
given, followed by et a19 and the first and last page numbers of articles and chapters should be included. Titles of papers
are not, however, included in the correspondence section.

Death by a thousand cuts

SIR,-Your leading article (3 July, p 1) on the
problems which face the National Health
Service because of chronic underfunding is
timely, and evidence of specific difficulties is
emerging. The Evelina Children's Department
at Guy's Hospital is responsible for providing
a supraregional service for treatment of
children in chronic renal failure, and for
genetics and prenatal diagnosis, and a regional
paediatric nephrology, neurology, cardiology,
and handicapped children's service. It also has
a regional role for the treatment of severely
burnt children. Considerable care has been
taken by the paediatricians in the adjacent
teaching hospitals to ensure that specialist
services for children are not duplicated.

According to available criteria, the depart-
ment is efficient with a bed occupancy of over
80% throughout the year, which means that
frequently during the week extra beds are
required, a rapid turnover, and a short length
of stay. There has been a marked improvement
in all these parameters over the last few years.
Since January 1981, 34 children, mainly
infants who were mortally sick, have been
refused admission mainly because of shortage

of nursing staff. The prereferral diagnoses
included bums, congenital heart disease,
infection, bronchiolitis, meningitis, fetal dis-
tress, respiratory distress syndrome, encephali-
tis, poisoning, and other diseases. Most of the
children would have required intensive care,
including ventilation, dialysis, intravenous
feeding, cerebral pressure monitoring, etc, and
therefore needed to be "specialed."
Our funded nursing establishment is in-

sufficient for our bed complement, and because
of identified deficiencies in paediatric nurse
training' there is often a failure both here and
elsewhere to recruit to establishment. There is
an identified deficiency in cots for neonatal
intensive care nationally, and in our region, and
facilities for intensive care of older children are
inadequate in London and the four Thames
regions. In an attempt to provide the necessary
care for these very sick children we have been
forced to employ extra staff from nursing agen-
cies, resulting in an overspending of £12 000 a
month on our inadequate nursing budget. This
has resulted in a decision to reduce services to
contain the overspending and we are now to
close one paediatric ward (25% of our general

paediatric beds), one intensive care cubicle,
and restrict admissions of neonates from
outside our district who require intensive care,
or of mothers from outside our district in
premature labour. It is difficult to know who
will care for these children because they come
from all over the South-east Thames Region
and from further afield, so presumably would
be treated nearer home if the facilities were
available.

Expenditure on the NHS as a percentage
of total public spending has increased by less
than 1% since 1950, whereas spending on
education has increased by nearly 5%, and on
social security by 70/%, and as a result is now
lower than in most if not all countries in Europe
when expressed as a percentage of gross
national product.2 The impact of RAWP
recommendations on funding to our region is
exacerbated by the mini-RAWP allocating
resources within the region with a tendency to
reduce funding to teaching hospitals in inner
London. There is no agreement between the
regional health authority and district health
authority over what proportion of the district
allocation is for regional services, and even


