4485

877

BRITISH

MEDICAL

JOURNAL

SATURDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 1984

LEADING ARTICLES

Unrecognised psychiatric illness in medical patients SIR JOHN NABARRO . ... ... o L ¥

Postmyocardial infarction syndrome ADAMDTIMMIS .......
Drugs and intravenous fluids A BRECKENRIDGE, A M ] WOOLFSON
Common bacterial pathogens and resistance to antibiotics P ] SANDERSON
Work for the disabled M ANNECHAMBERLAIN...............
Patient controlled analgesia MROSEN ....................

Population growth and politics MALCOLM POTTS

S SR BN 11 639

CLINICAL RESEARCH e PAPERS AND SHORT REPORTS

e PRACTICE OBSERVED

Treatment of Cushing’s disease with low dose radiation therapy SR AHMED, S M SHALET, CG BEARDWELL,MLSUTTON . ................ 643
Lymphadenopathy and selective IgA deficiency MAHFRENCH . ... .. ....uuunnnnnte ettt e e e 646
Red cell ferritin content: a re-evaluation of indices for iron deficiency in the anaemia of rheumatoid arthritis

ANNE DAVIDSON, MARTIN B VAN DER WEYDEN,, HUBERT FONG, MARGOT J BREIDAHL, PETERFJRYAN . . . ... ... 0uiintineiaennannnn., 648
Combined oral and nasal beclomethasone diproprionate in children with atopic eczema: a randomised controlled trial

RJHEDDLE, J FSOOTHILL, C JBULPITT, D JATHERTON . . . ..o\ttt ittt et ettt et et e et et e e et et e e e e e e 651
Acute cholecystitis and thiazides WILLEM VAN DER LINDEN, BERND RITTER, GUNNAREDLUND . .. ... .ovuunttiea et 654
Psychiatric illness in inpatients with neurological disorders: patients’ views on discussion of emotional problems with neurologists

KEITH W BRIDGES, DAVID P GOLDBERG . . . . . ¢ ottt ittt ettt ettt ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e et ettt eee e 656
Aeromonas spp in travellers’ diarrhoea M GRACEY, V BURKE, ] ROBINSON, P L MASTERS, J STEWART, JPEARMAN .. ... ........c.uouununn.. 658
Hyponatraemia during treatment with chlorpropamide and Moduretic (amiloride plus hydrochlorothiazide)

AMZALIN,CEHUTCHINSON, M JONG, K MATTHEWS . . . ... ittt ittt e e e et ettt ettt ettt e et et e e 659
B Blockers and verapamil: a cautionary tale SJHUTCHISON, AR LORIMER, ALAKHDAR,SGMCALPINE . .. .............ouiiuiurnnnnnnn... 659
Infantile colic and parental smoking GILLES SAID, ELISABETH PATOIS, JOSEPHLELLOUCH . . . .. ... .vunttinee i iieae s 660
Provision of remedial therapists in geriatric medicine KEITH ANDREWS, JCBROCKLEHURST . . . . ... .. ..uuurrnrniineanaaeanenneenn.. 661
Pituitary infarction and development of the empty sella syndrome after gastrointestinal haemorrhage NSJONES,NFINER ............ 661
Factors affecting day to day incidence of stroke in Nottingham DAVID BARER, SHAH EBRAHIM, CHRISTOPHERSMITH . .................. 662
Night workload in one health district PAUL JHOBDAY . . .. ... ...ttt ittt ettt e e et e e et e e e 663
Life Changes: Death 0f aSpouse AHELDER ... ...........uitititmt ittt e e e et e e e e e et e 665
GPs and Their Staff: Dismissal: fairorunfair? NORMANELLIS . . .. ... ... ... ... .. ettt e 668
MEDICAL PRACTICE
ForDebate: Town Hall, Whitehall, and the NHS: health implications of controlling local government MARK McCARTHY ........... 671
Appropriate Technology: The respiratory physician in a Third World district hospital JOHNMACFARLANE ......................... 675
Lesson of the Week: Dangers of adding insulin to intravenous infusion bags with fixed needle syringes EMARKTALBOT .............. 678
ABC of Poisoning: Cardiovascular, neurological, and other complications MICHAEL NIELSEN, JOHNHENRY .. ...................... 681
Clinical Algorithms: Facialrashes RMARKS ....................... ... .. . . i R, 687
ANy QUeSHiONS? . .. ... .. e, 677, 680
Medicine and BOOKS . ... ... ... .. 690
Personal View BENJAMINLEE . ... ...ttt ittt ittt et ettt ettt e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e 693
CORRESPONDENCE—Listof Contents . ................ 694 OBITUARY ... ... 705
NEWS AND NOTES SUPPLEMENT
VeWS . . 702 The career structure: an indication for maior surgery?
MedicalNews ................ ... ... ... ... .. ....... 703 DUNCAN EGDELL 709
BMA Notice: Mental health group committee nominations .. 703 7 TUUToooootoroororroaanas sy
One Man’s Burden MICHAELO’DONNELL . ................. 704 Negotiations continueon Griffiths ... .................... 710

NO 6446 BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 1984 VOLUME 289 635-710
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION TAVISTOCK SQUARE LONDON WCIH 9JR.

WEEKLY. ISSN 0007-1447
ASTM CODEN: BMJOAE 289 (6446) 635-710 (1984)



694

BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL VOLUME 289

15 SEPTEMBER 1984

CORRESPONDENCE

The Warnock report

G I M Swyer, FRCP; S D Browne, MRCGP;

MGRHulLFRCOG............couunn..
When breasts are bad for business

A Chetley.......oiiiiiiiiiiinnnn..
Vocational training for general

practitioners

M J Jameson, MRCGP. ... ...............
Familial hypercholesterolaemia

A L Macnair, DOBSTRCOG. .. ............
“First vacant, first cut”

GHHal,bMD................. ... ...
Family history of congenital

hydrocephalus

A E Hill, Mrcp, and M E I Morgan, MRCP. 696
“I have a bone stuck in my throat”

N Stafford, Frcs, and others............. 696
Anticardiolipin antibodies in pregnancy
J G Thornton, MB, and others........... 697

Smoking and insulin absorption
G Williams, MRCP, and J Pickup, DPHIL. .. 697

Home care for patients with
suspected myocardial infarction

T J Cantor, MRCGP. ........c.ccuvurennnn 697
Low osmolar contrast media
R J West, FRCR; R G Grainger, FRCR...... 698

Evaluation of general practice records
S J Jachuck, MRcGP, and C L Bound, SRN.. 698
Total and free thyroid hormone
concentrations in patients receiving
replacement treatment with thyroxine

J H Marigold, MRcP, and others.......... 699
Going to sea in a sieve

Barbara J A Stewart,BA................ 699
Deaths from asthma

MJMackay,MB..................ouu.. 699
Believing your husband has been

replaced by an impostor because you

have a pituitary tumour

D Sumners,MRCPSYCH.................. 699
Full time clinical medical officers

Margarita Saldanha, MB ................ 700

Should pharmacists be able to
prescribe?

M A Wilson, MRCGP. ... ................ 700
Taming high technology
JNaishyFRCP.........cooiiiiiinn. 700

Points: What annoys me most (R Liddell);
Management of chronic urinary retention
(J Swinney; Jean H Marshall and A G
Turner); Metoclopramide and tardive
dyskinesia (J H Baron); No health care
needed after nuclear war (R A W Frood
and others); Clicking joints (R Burns);
Ultrasound brain scanning in the newborn
(J Spitzer and T Faulkner); Cardiac arrest
after apparent recovery from an overdose
of chlorpromazine (W Reid and A D B
Harrower); Equipment for the gastroenter-
ologist (S E Thomas); Are there lessons
from abroad for the NHS ? (W J Walker);
Patient misinformation (N B Eastwood).. 701

We may shorten letters to the editor unless the authors specifically state that we may not. This is so that we can offer
our readers as wide a selection of letters as possible. We receive so many letters each week that we have to omit some of
them. Letters must be typed with double spacing between lines and must be signed personally by all their authors, who
should include their degrees. Letters critical of a paper may be sent to the authors of the paper so that their reply may

appear in the same issue.

Correspondents should present their references in the Vancouver style (see examples in these columns). In particular,
the names and initials of all authors must be given unless there are more than six, when only the first three should be
given, followed by et al; and the first and last page numbers of articles and chapters should be included.

The Warnock report

SIR,—Dr M M Heley (18 August, p 440)
affirms: “Life begins at conception. Can
anyone prove otherwise ?”’ Many others are
of the same opinion, but of course this is not
so—whether one equates conception with
fertilisation or with implantation. Life on
this planet began many hundred million years
ago in circumstances about which we can only
speculate and has continued uninterruptedly
ever since. No one now seriously supposes that
the living has subsequently ever arisen from
the inanimate. Equally it is obvious that the
gametes, sperms, and eggs are living cells
themselves the products of living cells. How
much respect is due to the life they represent
is a matter for argument—as is that due to
other expendable cells, such as leucocytes and
the cells lining the gut or covering the skin.

Even under the most favourable biological
circumstances each of the few million oocytes
in the ovaries of a human fetus has a chance
of no more than about one in 200 000 of
becoming a child; and in actuality the chance
is more like 1 in 2m. The fate of the remainder
is to disappear by atresia or through loss
after ovulation without fertilisation. The
corresponding chances for an individual
sperm are several orders of magnitude less.
Just what “rights” might, nevertheless, be
accorded to these living human cells are
difficult to conceptualise.

Dr Heley might well argue that the gametes
are incomplete organisms, lacking half the
chromosomes, incapable of independent exist-
ence, and, therefore, even though living, in a
different category from zygotes, which have
the potential for development into complete
individuals. Though this may be true for

implanted embryos, it is not—or at any rate
not yet—true for unimplanted embryos. It
might therefore be argued that the rights of
the latter are intrinsically less than those of
the former. Yet a further difficulty may arise
in according ‘‘rights” to the fertilised but
unimplanted egg. Some of these are incapable
of forming a germinal disc and hence a fetus
but will instead finish up as an empty sac;
few if any “rights” could be accorded such a
structure or indeed the corresponding pre-
germinal disc zygote.

It seems unwise to be too dogmatic about
considerations of this kind. The pragmatic
attitude adopted by the Warnock Committee
is temperate and altogether more acceptable.

G I M SWYER
London NW3 6AU

SIrR,—Professor G R Dunstan believes that
embryos do not have full human rights, that
absolute protection for the embryo is a
novelty of moral tradition, and that experi-
mentation on human embryos is justified by
benefiting the community as a whole (28 July,
p 207).

The Royal College of General Practitioners
believes: “The onset of human life . . . can be
considered to commence at fertilisation . . . the
point at which a genetically complete embryo
is formed. From that moment the embryo
should be treated with respect and experi-
mentation on human embryos should be
subject to the same ethical considerations as
on children and adults.” Such experimentation
“is unethical because: (i) it is not in the

interests of the subject under study, (ii) . . .
informed consent cannot be obtained ... (v)
failure to maintain ethical standards in
relation to human embryos represents a threat
to the application of ethical standards in
medicine and science generally.”?

Historically denial of human moral status
to a group of human beings by another group
has been justified in terms of biological
differences such as colour, race, sex, disability,
or age.

In the Roman Empire abortion was widely
accepted and was confronted head on by the
expanding Christian church—so successfully
that the sanctity of unborn life attained what
Professor John T Noonan has called ‘“an
almost absolute value” in European history.?
It is true that Thomas Aquinas in the Middle
Ages following Aristotle maintained that the
fetus attains humanity only at a certain stage
of development, but the time of ‘“‘animation”
was never regarded as a moral dividing line
between permissible and inpermissible abor-
tion, though affecting penal practices. Even
without the certainty we now have that it is
human at conception the embryo always
enjoyed protection of life from its early
beginnings.? At the Reformation Calvin
reaffirmed the stance of the early church
regarding the scriptural doctrine of the
sanctity of human life from its beginning.
Only recently has there been any wavering on
this issue by the professing church.2?

The recognition that every human being
has the right not to be used as a mere means
to the benefit of others and every harmless
human being has the right not to be killed is a
“first principle” of traditional moral philo-



