
*1 ~, ~

BRITHIS
MEDICAL
JOUAI V x1

AL1

SATURDAY 14 DECEMBER 1985

LEADING ARTICLES
Catching up the Europeans in preventing heart Biochemicaltestsforacutepancreatitis IADBOUCHIER 1669

disease ANDREW P HAINES ..................... 1667 Hospices: the future TONY SMITH ................. 1670
Irritability S GALBRAITH ........................ 1668 Correction: Probabilityanalysis TIMmiS ........... 1670

CLINICAL RESEARCH * PAPERS AND SHORT REPORTS * PRACTICE OBSERVED
Improved survival of patients with homozygous familial hypercholesterolaemia treated with plasma exchange
GRTHOMPSON,JPMILLER, JLBRESLOW ....................................................... 1671

Emphysema, cirrhosis, and heart block in a young patient with partial a, antitrypsin deficiency (PiMZ pheno.pe)
CHRISTINE FMcDONALD, PAULMSTEWART, GILLIANBLUNDELL, GRAHAMKCROMPTON ........................................... 1673

Clinical diagnosis of intracranial haemorrhage using Guy's Hospital score
PAGSANDERCOCK, CMCALLEN, RNCORSTON,MJGHARRISON,CPWARLOW . 1675

Testicular vein ligation and fertility in men with varicoceles
HWGBAKER, HGBURGER, DM DEKRETSER, BHUDSON,GCRENNIE, WG ESTRAFFON ................................................ 1678

Electrolyte disturbances andcardiac failurewithhypomagnesaemiainanorexianervosa VFONSECA,CWHHAVARD .................. 1680
Smokingand state ofhealth RBALARAJAN, PYUEN,BRBEWLEY .............................................................. 1682
AclusterofPneumocystiscariniiinfectionsinchildren LYNDAEFENELON,CONORTKEANE,MAHMOUDBAKIR,IANJTEMPERLEY. 1683
Localanaesthetic infiltrationversus Bier's blockforCoiles' fractures AGCOBB,GRHOUGHTON . 1683
Dofpblockers cause arthropathy?Acasecontrolstudy PATRICKCWALLER,LAWRENCEERAMSAY . 1684
Prevention of measles: vaccine efficacy and potential effectiveness of a vaccination programme on enty to school
VASCOFERNANDES,ONGILL .. 1685

C reactiveproteinconcentrationasscreeningtestforbactenralinfectioninfebrilechildren FBMcCORD,JGJENKINS3,JHKLIM .......... 1685
Inflammatoryboweldisease: acommoncauseofbloodydiarrhoeainvisitorstothetropics ADHARRIES,BMYERS,GCCOOK ............ 1686
Thrombocytopeniaassociated withranitidine RTSPYCHAL,NWRWICKHAM .................................................. 1687
Correction: Has mortalityrelatedto alcoholdecreasedin Sweden? ROMELSJO,AGREN.. 1687
Unreviewed Reports-"Amyloidoma" of cervical lymph nodes (SHARMA and GULERIA), Raised y-glutamyltransferase activities in thyro-

toxicosis (PERROS and SLATER), Peripheral neuropathy after allopurinol (WORTH and HUSSEIN), Meningeal irritation after intrathecal
iopamidol (WALLERS et al), Campylobacter colitis, appendicitis, and septicaemia (SELLU and LYNN), Nomifensine and positive Coombs
testwithout haemolysis (Ross) .. 1688

Provision of firstcontactcare out of hoursinfoururbanareasinEngland BTWILLIAMS,RADIKON,JPNICHOLL .. 1689

MEDICAL PRACTICE
Population study of causes, treatment, and outcome of infertility
MGRHULL, CMAGLAZENER, N J KELLY,D ICONWAY, PAFOSTER, RAHINTON, CCOULSON, PALAMBERT,EMWATT,KMDESAI .. .. 1693

Cooperation between the prison medical service and the NHS: a conversation
BRIANEDWARDS, JOHNGUNN, JOHNKILGOUR, RICHARDSMITH ............................................................... 1698

PhilosophicalMedical Ethics: Consent RAANONGILLON .. 1700
ABC ofSpinalCord Injury: Radiological investigations DAVIDGRUNDY, JOHN RUSSELL,ANDREWSWAIN ............................ 1702
Lessonofthe Week: Hazards ofhydrogenperoxide JWSLEIGH,,SPKLINTER............... ................................ 1706
Occupationless Health: "We get on each other's nerves":unemployment andthefamily RICHARDSMITH ....................... 1707
ForDebate:Barrierstopsychologicalcareofthedying PMAGUIRE .. 1711
AnyQuestions? ........................................................................................... 1697,1699,1701
Materia Non Medica-Contribution fromGJRRICHARDSON .. 1714
MedicineandBooks .. . . 1715
Medicine and theMedia-Contributions fromDAVIDCOGGON,PAMELATAYLOR,CPFREEMN,VIVIENNENATHANSON .. 1713
PersonalView DORABLACK .. . . 1718

CORRESPONDENCE-ListofContents ................ 1719 SUPPLEMENT
TheWeek .. 1734

OBITUARY
........................................

1728 Adivided"elephant" underLabour? PHILIPJOHNSTON..... 1735
OBITUARY.1728................... . Market research into part time trainig: consumers' views

and regional variations
NEWS AND NOTES CAROLADAVIDSON,MICHAELO'BIUEN,SUSANHROBERTS ..... 1736
Views.1730 From the CCHMS: Manpower discussions with ministerwelcomed .1739
MedicalNews ........ 1731 Annualscientificmeet: Oxford, 10to l2April 1986 ....... 1741
BMANotices ........ 1733 Ministerurges moremedicalinputforNHS management .... 1742

NO 6510 BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 1985 VOLUME 291 1667-1742
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION TAVISTOCK SQUARE LONDON WC1H 9JR.

WEEKLY. ISSN 026740623
ASTM CODEN: BMJOAE 291 (6510) 1667-1742 (1985)



BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL VOLUME 291 14 DECEMBER 1985 1719

CORRESPONDE
Landmarks in medicine
P B S Fowler, FRCP ......... ........... 1719

Treatment of severe falciparum malaria
A Bryceson, FRCP ..................... 1719

Occupationless health
TM Lang, PHD; V Roberts, MB ..... ..... 1719

Proposal for ethical standards in
therapeutic trials
G Mathe, MD, and Sophie Dion ..... ..... 1720

Osteopathic manipulation resulting in
damage to the spinal cord
J Davidson, MRCGP; A H Laxton, MB;
R S MacDonald, MRCP, MRO; D M Smith,
MRCGP, MRO ....... .................. 1720

Safety of cimetidine
R Seidelin, FRCP; D G Colin-Jones, FRCP,
and others; J Tapson, MRCP, and H Mansy,
MRCP; K H Cansdale, FRACS ...... ....... 1721

Growth hormone 1985
T Fry ............................... 1722

Misleading guidelines on oxygen treatment
in asthma
AT Elder, MB, and G K Crompton, FRCPED;
F Wells,MB ........ .................. 1722

Fibrinogen: a possible link between social
class and coronary heart disease
E Ernst, MD, and others ................ 1723

Antisecretory drugs and gastric cancer
F ILee,FRCP ........................ 1723

Patients with suspected Lassa fever in
London during 1984
RTDEmond,FRCP .1723

Parenteral nutrition
S H Anderson, MRCP, and T J Charles,
MRCP ............................... 1723

Use of electronic mail for patient record
transmission
PNGaunt,MRCPATH .................. 1724

Staphylococcus saprophyticus as a urinary
pathogen
P R Hunter, MRCPATH, and C D Ribeiro,
MB ................................. 1724

Phaeochromocytoma presenting as an acute
abdomen
R J Buist, FFARCS ...................... 1724

Banned drugs
BHJ Briggs,MB,andothers .1725

Should nuses practise prevention?
ConstanceM Martin, SRN .1725

Screening for Down's syndrome
I White, LIBIOL, and D E Magnay, MB 1725

Carbon monoxide poisoning in childhood
Sarah Janes, MRCP, and Bridget Lock,
MRCP ............................... 1725

Crohn's disease in the elderly
MA Walker, FRCS, and others .1725

Telling the truth and medical ethics
J Spencer Jones, MB .1726

Polaroid non-mydriatic retinal photography
D N S Gleadhill, MRCP .1726

Malpractice: a New Zealand solution
to an American crisis
J N P Davies, FRCPATH .1726

Social workers and the Mental Health Act
1983
I G Bronks, FRCPSYCH .1726

Paying for others' mistakes
IRFletcher, FFARCS .1727

Spirit of Griffiths hijacked
PV Scott, FARCS .1727

Practice information booklets
RMMilne,MRCGP .1727

Choked by words
BMGoldman, PHD .1727

Si momentum requiris, circum spice
A Sakula, FRCP ....................... 1727

Because we receive many more letters than we have room to publish we may shorten those that we do publish to allow
readers as wide a selection as possible. In particular, when we receive several letters on the same topic we reserve the
right to abridge individual letters. Our usual policy is to reserve our correspondence columns for letters commenting on
issues discussed recently (within six weeks) in the BMJ.

Letters critical ofa paper may be sent to the authors of the paper so that their reply may appear in the same issue.
We may also forward letters that we decide not to publish to the authors of the paper on which they comment.

Letters should not exceed 400 words and should be typed double spaced and signed by all authors, who
should include their main degree.

Landmarks in medicine

SIR,-All will admire Sir Christopher Booth's
eloquent praise of scientific medicine in the United
States over the past 100 years (23 November,
p 1444). Some might disagree both with his
suggestion that comparable work has not emanated
from Great Britain and with his reason for this
supposed failure-namely, the rarity of "active
invasion of the teaching hospitals by the uni-
versities."
An ignorant reader might gain the impression

from Sir Christopher's article that penicillin treat-
ment was an American success story. While
penicillin was the fruit of university departments,
it is often forgotten that virtually all subsequent
antibiotic drugs have been discovered and devel-
oped by the frequently maligned pharmaceutical
industry. It is also sad that the invention that
revolutionised medical investigations failed to
keep its original name of emiscan, which would
have been a lasting reminder to the world of British
industrial inventive genius.
When Donald Hunter produced his great classic

treatise 40 years ago on industrial medicine the
London Hospital staff included giants such as
Lord Brain, William Evans, and Lord Evans.
These men exerted a profound influence on
medicine, and no one since has taken their place
in this respect. However, brilliant innovative
doctors from this country, such as Denis Burkitt,
Sir Cyril Clarke, and Deborah Doniach, combine
energy, enthusiasm, and genius. Inevitably this
happy mixture of attributes is rare but this should
no longer invoke the old excuse that we lack "an

active invasion of the teaching hospitals by the
universities." This invasion has been successfully
completed; it has not been an unmixed blessing.

P B S FOWLER
Charing Cross Hospital,
London W6 8RF

Treatment of severe falciparum malaria

SIR,-Enough is enough. The quarrel between Dr
A P Hall and Dr D A Warrell (26 October, p 1146;
30 November, p 1573) is getting us nowhere. Dr
Warrell's team are treating Thai villagers with
severe falciparum malaria in rural conditions. In
these patients they are carrying out carefully
conducted clinical and pharmacological trials so
that the care of patients with this potentially lethal
condition may be sensibly advanced on the basis
of objective evidence. Dr Hall is treating a
heterogenous collection, mainly Europeans, with
African malaria of varying severity in the highly
sophisticated circumstances of a London teaching
hospital. The results of this series have not been
published in any detail. There is, therefore, little
basis on which one can justifiably say that one is
right and the other is wrong with regard to such
matters as the loading dose of quinine.

I would like to suggest that the two protagonists,
who are both distinguished workers with the
highest ethical standards, should put down their
swords and have a fireside chat. I would like to see

them design a controlled study that would sort out
these differences ofopinion in a defined category of
patients and that Dr Hall should go to Thailand
and carry out such a study with Dr Warrell.

In the mean time, I suggest that neither your
good self nor other journals, including abstracting
journals, provide any more space for this acri-
mony. You have already turned down one article of
mine on leprosy in England on account of lack of
space; I don't want it to happen again.

ANTHONY BRYCESON
Hospital for Tropical Diseases,
London NW1 OPE

Occupationless health

SIR,-After Dr Richard Smith's excellent focus on
the relation between unemployment and diet in
your journal may I add further comments on some
differences between the impact of unemployment
on diet in the 1930s and the 1980s? There are both
similarities and differences between then and now,
but they are not quite what many would expect in
the post-Beveridge era of supposed welfare safety
nets.

Firstly, the rise of direct debiting-sums to
meet bills such as those for gas and rent being
removed at source-means that welfare recipients
now may actually have less money to spend on food
than the official DHSS estimate of £10-25 per adult
per week. By giving priority to non-food budget


