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EDITOR’S CHOICE

The strong British tradition of high quality epi-
demiology is reflected in several places this week, with
the discovery of yet another disease (leukaemia)
commoner in smokers (p 657), a significantly increased
risk of melanoma in sunbed and ultraviolet lamp users
(p 647), and an unexplained high death rate in babies
born to soldiers’ wives (p 662). A concomitant of such
work must be rigorous criticism and audit, and Knox
has found that the cost of each death from breast cancer
saved by mammography is £39 000 (p 650) while there
is encouraging news from BACUP, the national cancer
information service set up at Barts by the late Vicky

Clement-Jones, showing how this has improved the
quality of information and emotional support received
by cancer patients and their families. The widely
different requirements for higher degrees means that
time spent in discovering the easiest option by a
candidate able to choose among several universities
may be seldom wasted (p 687). But there is still
need for simple studies into common conditions:
exercise may make your nose run because of increased
catecholamine secretion (p 660), and counselling by
GPs could reduce excessive drinking among their
patients (p 663).
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