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EDITOR'S CHOICE
One of the recent medical success stories, the ad- began the haemoglobinopathies were the only
vances in genetics, is well illustrated in two of this conditions for which molecular genetics diagnosis
week's articles. Pijpers and his colleagues from The had been established; now they list no fewer than
Netherlands (p 822) show how valuable and safe 42 conditions. And Cotter and Nasipuri from Barts (p
transabdominal chorionic villus biopsy may be in later 856) show how DNA probes may be useful in showing
pregnancy-in the second and third trimesters. They progression of tumours when conventional studies
detected abnormal fetal karyotypes in seven cases, have failed. Finally, there is the battle of the bottles:
enabling termination in six, while (apart from one one sort (breast versus artificial feeding) continues in
unexplained fetal death) the remaining pregnancies the correspondence columns (p 856); another type
continued normally. Nearer home the Cardiff medical (how many excess deaths from alcohol) possibly begins
genetics unit (p 843) emphasises the explosive with Anderson's conclusion of an estimated figure of
developments. When their DNA diagnostic group 28 000 (p 824). We haven't heard the last of either.
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