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EDITOR'S CHOICE
This week's main news has been the £2 billion health may seem obvious, but Dr D P Strachan
increase for the NHS in 1989-90 (p 1217), a welcome (p 1223) shows how hard it may be to disentangle cause
higher than inflation boost that nevertheless failed and effect in his study of asthmatic children in damp
to soothe the unrest among nurses about the outcome housing. The effects ofejection on car accident victims
of their clinical grading exercise (p 1221). Research are, surprisingly, disputed, but on p 1244 the Oxford
workers, however, may feel soothed by an increase Road Accident Group concludes that ejection causes
of 16% in the government's science budget (p 1218). more deaths and serious injuries than would otherwise
Greater efficiency in the NHS's budget has been happen. In the start of a new series, Controversies in
an unyielding aim of this government: accurate Therapeutics (p 1260), Drs G D 0 Lowe and P J W
information is essential for this, but Skinner and Scott polarise the arguments about anticoagulant drugs
Riley, reporting on performance indicators (p 1256), in the elderly. Finally, Jane Salvage, a nurse from the
warn of the risks of amplifying inaccurate data. King's Fund, finds it ironic as a health authority
Warnings from Dublin and Birmingham (pp 1211 member (p 1278) to be "silently cheering" those
and 1212) that a fifth of patients with borderline "arrogant asses in white coats" whose "rampant
hypertension may be treated unnecessarily remind individualism" is that "last bastion of a service
doctors not to rush into treatment without careful built on a collective ethic to benefit the whole
assessment. The link between bad housing and community."
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