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EDITOR’S CHOICE

“The way we live now” is not just the title of one of
Trollope’s most subtle (and unappreciated) novels: it
applies equally well to life in the year before another of
the belle epoques that characterise the final decade
of a century. Di Ferdinand’s description of the
dehumanising management of her 82 year old mother
(p 46) is a human example of the statistics in Tony
Smith’s leader on our inadequate health service
(p 1). Whether the current overt violence in our
society is more or less than it was is debated in the

correspondence columns (p 46), with a reminder not to
forget the role of alcohol. And across the Atlantic
George Dunea reminds us of the bogus—unqualified
medical imposters and quack remedies (p 58).
Fortunately at least somebody has come up with an
answer to one problem: what to say to the snoopers
who inquire about sexual and personal habits (p 59).
Oliver Samuel’s practice has had a rubber stamp made
that reads “we are not willing to answer questions
about lifestyle.” Bravo!
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