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EDITOR’S CHOICE

We shall have to wait a little before we can look at the
medical lessons learnt at this week’s tragic air crash
near the M1 and East Midlands airport. By all
accounts the medical care was exemplary, but probably
similar psychological problems will arise in the
rescue workers and relatives as they did in last year’s
Lockerbie disaster (p 127). The debate about the
management of major injuries from other causes,
particularly road accidents, goes on with the role of
special units, district general hospitals, and immediate
care all being emphasised (pp 115-6). At least in the
West disaster relief is not plagued by politics, as it
may be in the Third World (p 116). Elsewhere in

this week’s BMJ two other types of violence are
featured —the ritualised form of boxing, often called
a sport and so well portrayed by George Bellaus’s
paintings on show at several American galleries
(p 105), and the assaults on general practitioners
and their staff (p 63 and p 97). It takes a historian
to put all this into perspective, and Professor R J
Evans reminds us in his book review that under
the ancien régime in France licences to practise
medicine were given not only to university trained
physicians and barber surgeons but also to bone
setters, herbalists, apothecaries, monks, and even
executioners (p 129).
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