SATURDAY 25 MARCH 1989

.B55
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL NoO 6676 VOLUME 298 INTERNATIONAL
Editorials 767 Chemical weapons
R E Ferner, M D Rawlins
768 Training for coronary angioplasty
Peter Mills
769 Hearing voices
John Cutting
770 Diet and dermatology
J L Burton
771 Health needs of the homeless
Stella Lowry
772 Save the general practice record
Irvine Loudon, Julia Sheppard, Julian Tudor Hart
772 Correction: Control of meningococcal disease Jones
NCWS 773-778  Baragwanath: the squalor of segregation - GPs may advertise - Radiation exposure - All must audit -
Budget day ’89 - Shortage of kidney donors continues - Neighbours? - No clues from Clarke on NHS
review - Duncan Nichol writes a letter
Papers 779 Association between dental health and acute myocardial infarction
Kimmo ] Mattila, Markku S Nieminen, Ville V Valtonen, Vesa P Rasi, Y Antero Kesiiniemi,
Satu L Syrjild, Peter S Jungell, Martti Isoluoma, Katariina Hietaniemi, Matti J Jokinen, Jussi K Huttunen
782 Trends in suicide and unemployment in Scotland, 1976-86
I K Crombie
784 Cigarette smoking and serum lipid and lipoprotein concentrations: an analysis of published data
Wendy Y Craig, Glenn E Palomaki, James E Haddow
789 Meta-analysis of relation between cigarette smoking and stroke
Roger Shinton, Gareth Beevers
795 Effects on birth weight of smoking, alcohol, caffeine, socioeconomic factors, and psychosocial stress
Oliver G Brooke, H Ross Anderson, ] Martin Bland, Janet L Peacock, C Malcolm Stewart
801 Methotrexate dosage in patients aged over 50 with psoriasis
G M Fairris, A G Dewhurst, J E White, M J Campbell
802 Prevalence of reflex anal dilatation in 200 children
S Stanton, R Sunderland
803 Parasuicide and general elections
George Masterton, Stephen Platt
804 Comparison of size of tonsils in children with recurrent tonsillitis and in controls .
Geoffrey S Barr, Iain K Crombie
MlddleS 805 : réu\;gel for managing epilepsy in a rural community in Africa
atts
807 Research posts and overseas visitors in British gastroenterology departments
] E Lennard-Jones, ] ] Misiewicz
809 One hundred pregnancies after treatment with pulsatile luteinising hormone releasing
hormone to induce ovulation
R Homburg, A Eshel, N A Armar, M Tucker, P W Mason, ] Adams, ] Kilborn,
I A Sutherland, H S Jacobs
813 ABC of Clinical Genetics: Chromosomal disorders II
Helen M Kingston
817 Away with the system review: a plea for parsimony
B I Hoffbrand
819 NHS review
Self governing hospitals
Ray Robinson
The white paper and the indcpendent sector: scope for growth and restructuring
William Laing

824-842  Obituary - Correspondence - BMA Affairs - Notes - Opinion - Personal View - Medicine and Books -
Minerva - (in detail overleaf)

BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION TAVISTOCK SQUARE LONDON WCI1H 9JR WEEKLY ISSN 0267-0623 ASTM CODEN: BMJOAE 298 (6676) 767-842 (1989)




BM

BM] vOLUME 298

CONTENTS pages 812-842

812 Fillers

812 Any Questions Francis ] Roe

823 Update for Oxford Handbook of Clinical Specialties ] M Longmore

824 Obituary KV Bailey, H Davis, C Dick, ] Moloney, C K Blum, ] P McConnell, L Farrell

826 Correspondence

826 Chest physiotherapy
Sara Harding and others; ] H Conway and
S T Holgate, FrRcP; Alexandra Hough, Mcsp;

Penelope R Robinson, Mcsp; Barbara A Webber,

FCSP, and Jennifer A Pryor, FNzsP

827 Preregistration year in general practice
J Wilton, MrcGP; N Oswald, MRCGP

827 Adbverse effects of inhaled corticosteroids
D L Maxwell, MRCP, and ] Webb, FRCP

828 Achieving a balance
D Chamberlain, FRCP, and others

828 Survival of patients with cystic fibrosis
C ] Taylor, MRcCP, and others; E ] Simmonds,
MRCP, and ] M Littlewood, FRCPED

829 Changing character of cervical cancer in young
women
E J Buxton, MRCOG, and others

829 Prevalence of diabetes in a predominantly Asian
community

J Yudkin, Mp, and others; D Simmons, MRCP, and

others

830 Methylprednisolone and Graves’ ophthalmopathy
P Dandona, MRCP, and others

830 Disaster management
J K Gosnold, MRcGP; D DaCruz, FRCS

830 Autosomal recessive disorders
Alison May, PHD

830 Academic medicine: problems and solutions
B R McAvoy, MRCGP

831 Health visitors and postnatal depression
Cynthia Illingworth, FRCP, and others;
Jenifer M Holden, srN, and others

831 Day case hysterectomies
J O Drife, MRCOG, and C A ] Macafee, FRCOG;
J P Nicholl, Msc, and others

832 Antiviral treatment and postherpetic neuralgia
P Klenerman, BM, and others

832 Recertification of specialists
D R Davies, MRCPSYCH

832 Emergency external fixators
P C May, FRcs

833 BMA Affairs

833 No shotgun marriage, promises GMSC chairman

836 - BMA’s evidence to Monopolies and Mergers Commission

836 JCC comments on NHS review

BMA Annual Report of Council 1988-9

Appendix IV: Memorandum and articles of the association —Separately paginated in centre

837 Notes

838 Opinion

838 Bringing joy to departed spirits
838 Onrecord Sunil K Pandya

Bernard Dixon

839 Personal View Traumas of getting into print  Neville Goodman

840 Medicine and Books

840 Ian Robertson: The Rise of Experimentation in American Psychology (Ed ] G Morawski)
840 RV H Jones: A New Kind of Doctor: the General Practitioner’s Part in the Health of the Community (] Tudor Hart)
841 A W Macara: American Health Care: Realities, Rights, and Reforms (C J Dougherty)

841 In brief

842 Minerva

EDITOR’S CHOICE

There are some very reasonable letters on chest
physiotherapy this week (p 826), but they are only a
fraction of all those we have received; many of the
others we will not be publishing criticise opinions that
weren’t in Dr Selsby’s editorial, and one wonders why
people go on reading statements into articles which are
not there. Does it only happen when one section of
the medical community feels threatened? In a week
following a budget that conspicuously failed to raise
the price of cigarettes three more articles provide
more evidence against this pusillanimity: social and
psychological factors have little effect on birth weight,
the main environmental cause being cigarette smoking

(p 795); a meta-analysis of the relation between
smoking and stroke has shown an overall relative risk
of 1-5, with considerable differences among the
subtypes—from 0-7 for cerebral haemorrhage to 2-9
for subarachnoid haemorrhage (p 789). A third article,
another meta-analysis, suggests that the changes
in cholesterol, triglyceride, and lipoprotein concentra-
tions induced by smoking could account for some of
the 70% excess risk of coronary heart disease among
smokers (p 784). Finally, an Edinburgh study has
shown that the election of a Labour government is
associated with decreased numbers of parasuicides and
of a Conservative one with increased numbers (p 803).
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