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EDITOR’S CHOICE

Immunisation again. As our regular review shows, in
this keyv topic many professionals are concerned that
Britain lags behind most industrialised nations—and
even some developing ones (p 808). Yet the 90% target
uptake by 1990 can be achieved with energy and
enthusiasm, as can that of cervical screening for
80% of all women aged 20-64 (p 855). The uptake
of immunisation is better among ethnic minority
children born in Britain than in indigenous inner city
populations (p 808), and, though in the inner cities the
various problems of deprivation are acknowledged to

throw a heavy load on general practice, elsewhere they
are equally pressing but often go unrecognised in
official measures (p 856). So is the Jarman index too
oriented towards London and the inner cities, not
forgetting that even in a non-deprived area such as
Plymouth out of hours consulations may be half as
many again as in London (p 857)? Perhaps the lesson
here is, as that lovable anaesthetic pioneer Sir Robert
Macintosh emphasised, we should encourage people
“not to be afraid to acknowledge their mistakes”
(p851).

30 SEPTEMBER 1989



