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EDITOR'S CHOICE
The practice of decanting mentally ill patients into of education doctors at the BMA's biennial clinical
a community unprepared for them and the gap congress heard the Jamaican proverb "Alligator
between housing needs and housing supply are lay egg, but him no fowl" used as an illustration of
the consequences of government influenced policies the problems of diagnosing schizophrenia among
that profoundly affect the nation's health. They West Indians (p 1269). The social problems of
reflect, too, how much-or how little-the country schizophrenia pale into insignificance, however,
cares about its disadvantaged citizens. Neither against the social catastrophe implicit in the explosion
Professor R E Kendell in a leading article (p 1237) of drug abuse. The decriminalisation of abuse as a
nor Dr Stella Lowry in the first of a series (p 1261) constructive solution is reviewed by Professor Howard
paints rosy pictures. Are our future consultants and Parker on p 1241, while on p 1275 Dr R J Epstein
general practitioners being properly trained in their reports on the failure of traditional prohibition style
hospital posts? A survey (p 1263) suggests that policies in America, where legalisation of drug use is
improvements are needed. At a more senior level now being seriously debated.
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