
MEDICAL

JOU I ...... . .........................
. -n I.. . _f * _SATURDAY 22 SEPTEMBER 1973

LEADING ARTICLES S1, .. i

Intermediate Coronary Syndrome page 601 Alcoholism Research page 602 Mucinous

Tumours of the Ovary page 603 Transposition of Great Arteries page 603 End of

Industrial Action page 604

PAPERS AND ORIGINALS
Effect on Neonatal Jaundice of Oestrogens and Progestogens Taken before and after Conception

J. B. MCCONNELL, J. F. T. GLASGOW, R. MCNAIR. .......................................................................

Itch: Role of Prostaglandins MALCOLM W. GREAVES, WENDY MCDONALD-GIBSON. .........................................

New Jejunostomy Feed J. T. HINDMARSH, R. G. CLARK...............................................................

Measles and Other Virus-specific Immunoglobulins in Multiple Sclerosis
MARGARET HAIRE, K. B. FRASER, J. H. D. MILLAR ...............................................................

New and Simple Test of Nerve Function in Hand SEAMUS O'RIAIN....................................................

Lassa Fever in Britain: An Imported Case A. W. WOODRUFF, T. P. MONATH, A. A. F. MAHMOUD, A. K. PAIN, C. A. MORRIS.......

MEDICAL PRACTICE
Mobile Coronary Care Provided by Ambulance Personnel

N. M. WHITE, W. S. PARKER, R. A. BINNING, E. R. KIMBER, H. W. EAD, D. A. CHAMBERLAINB.. ...................................

Medicine in Old Age: Cardiovascular Disease in the Old J. WEDGWOOD. ...........................................

Marsupial Principle in Maintenance of Personal Hygiene in Urinary Incontinence F. L. WILLINGTON................

Child Psychiatry: A Nursing Aid K. S. WALSH BRENNAN. ..........................................................

Any Questions ? ................................................................................................

Personal View DAVID KYLE ......................................................................................

605

608

609

612

615

616

618

622

626

628

629

631

CORRESPONDENCE-List of Contents.............. 632 NEWS AND NOTES

Epidemiology-Bacillus cereus Food Poisoning.647
OBITUARY NOTICES ......... .......... 642

Medical News.647

BOOK REVIEWS .... ............... 645 B.M.A. Notices ............ 648

NO. 5881 BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 1973 VOLUME 3 601-648 ASTM CODEN: BMJOAE 3 (5881) 601-648 (1973)

BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION TAVISTOCK SQUARE LONDON WC1H 9JR TELEPHONE 01-387 4499 WEEKLY PRICE 42p



632 BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 22 SEPTEMBER 1973

CORRESPO1NDENCE

Correspondents are asked to be brief

Doctors in South Africa
I. N. Bernadt, F.R.C.S ..................... 632

Female Sterility Produced by Investigation
F. W. Wright, F.F.R., and Sir John Stall-
worthy, F.R.C.O.G . ...... ................ 632

Measles
S. R. Saxena, M.D ....................... 632

Analgesics and the Kidney
I. C. Calder, PH.D., and others ............ 633

Irradiation Treatment of Rheumatoid
Arthritis
J. M. Gumpel, M.R.C.P ................... 633

Survival in Coalworkers' Pneumoconiosis
B. Curry, M.SC......................... 633

Edrophonium in Diagnosis of Cholinergic
Crisis
D. L. McLellan, M.R.C.P ................. 634

Sterility after Vasectomy
I. L. Craft, F.R.C.S., and others; G. J.
Fellows, F.R.C.S........ ................. 634

Anaesthetic Safety Devices
R. Parfitt, F.F.R ......................... 635

Nephrotoxic Drugs
B. M. Tune, M.D., and R. L. Kempson,
M.D ................................... 635

Hypotension in Tetanus
B. Fistein, M.R.C.P.ED., D.T.M.&H ........... 635

Rubella Surveillance: Recent Data from
Scotland
N. R. Grist, F.R.C.P.ED., F.R.C.PATH......... 636

Treatment of Diabetic Retinopathy
W. G. Oakley, F.R.C.P.; E. N. Wardle,
M.R.C.P. .............................. 636

Neonatal Jaundice and Maternal Oxytocin
Infusion
A. Ghosh, M.R.C.P., and F. P. Hudson,
F.R.C.P.ED.; W. G. Mills, F.R.C.O.G.; M. C. R.
Fisher, S.C.M ........................... 636

Apnoea after Sacral Extradural Analgesia
J. A. Lee, F.F.A.R.C.S ..................... 637

Delayed Attacks of Malaria in Visitors to
the Tropics
T. Wilson, M.D.; L. J. Bruce-Chwatt, M.D... .637

Specific Immunoglobulin for Prevention
of Serum Hepatitis
D. N. S. Kerr, F.R.C.P ................... 637

Hazards of Laparoscopy
A. D. Noble, F.R.C.S.ED ...... ............. 638

Depression and Organic Disorder
G. Dodds, M.B ......................... 638

Protection of Cytomegalovirus-infected
Cells by IgG Antibody
P. Diosi, M.D., and Georgeta Herzog...... 638

Endotoxic Shock Complicating Trans-
hepatic Cholangiography
B. B. Hickey, F.R.C.S ..................... 638

Antibiotic-induced Meningitis
W. I. H. Shedden, M.D ................... 638

Hypomagnesaemia after Parathyroidect-
omy
R. D. M. Scott, M.R.C.P., and J. A. Strong,
F.R.C.P ................................. 639

Incidence and Prevalence
R. Ulman, M.R.C.P ....................... 639

Impatient Patients
D. H. Ryde, M.R.C.G.P ................... 639

Aetiology of Reye's Syndrome
P. G. B. Johnston, M.R.C.P.; A. Elkeles,
M.D ................................... 640

Erudition and Aphorisms
J. Apley, F.R.C.P ......................... 640

Problem Oriented Record Card
P. R. V. Tomson, M.R.C.G.P ............... 640

Diuretics and Renal Pain
N. G. Kounis, M.D . .................... 641

Conference of Royal Colleges and Facul-
ties in Scotland
J. H. Croom, P.R.C.P.ED., and others ...... 641

Doctors in South Africa

SIR,--The list of salary scales, set out in
the Table below, is taken from a recent ad-
vertisement in the South African Medical
Yournal for doctors in one of the provincial
administrations. You will notice the differen-
tial salary scale, in which coloured and Asian
medical officers and registrars receive fromn
760 to 810/, and African doctors 61'1,0 to
74°, of the white doctors' salaries. Similar
salary scales exist in all state hospitals, in
all provincial hospials and in most municipal
hospitals. Nurses' salary scales are equally
discriminatory.
TABLE-Minimum and Maximum romnnencine Annual
Salaries (in Rinds) Granted in Respect of Previous
Appropriate Experience

if Medical: White (Raiid, p.a.)
Principal specialist 12,600 (fixed)
Senior specialist .. 12,000 (fixed)
N.B. To the ranks mentioned

hereunder a pensionable allow-
anceof 15 `0 inrespect ofWhites
and 17 "!, in respect of non-
Whites are payable on the
basic salary of full-time per-
sonnel with effect from 1 April
1973.

Specialist .8,400 9,300
Senior superintendent .. 8,400
Senior medical officer .. 8,400
Medical officer .. 5,700 8,100
Registrar .5,700 8,100
(Must be qualified for at !east
two years)

Clinical assistant .. 5,700 8,100
(Must be qualified for at least
two years)

1H. Medical: ColourediAsian
Registrar . 4,350 6,600
Medical officer .. 4,350 6,600

mIl. Medi.-al: Non-White
Registrar. 3,480 6,000
Medical officer .. 3480 6,000

This must be a unique situation in the
world.

Though no law prevents coloured doc-
tors from issuing instructions to white nurses,
this is not allowed in provincial and state
hospitals. Coloured doctors are not allowed
to visit white wards. Any coloured colleague
from Britain would not be able to attend
ward rounds in the white wards of South
African teaching hospitals.
The South African Medical Association

has frequently condemned these discrimina-
tory practices, but has apparently not done
much more about it.
The South African College of Medicine

has not commented on this situation, as
far as I know, but coloured and African
candidates for the college examinations are
never allowed to examine white patients in
their practicals.
The comments of rhe B.M.A., the royal

colleges, and your readers would be most
interesting. It is only by exposing this re-
markable situation that the combined weight
of informed opinion may be mobilized to
exert pressure to effect change.-I am, etc.,

IAN BERNADT
Cape Town, South Africa

*** The B.M.7. has now stopped accepting
advertisements from South Africa unless
assured that no discriminatory salary attaches
to the post advertised.-ED., B.M.7.

Female Sterility Produced by Investigation

SIR,-Some doctors still use iodized oil as
the contrast medium for hysterosalpingo-
graphy. It has serious disadvantages in that
oil embolism is a danger and deaths have
been reported, and pelvic adhesions may

form following peritoneal reaction to the
iodized oil. This can be clinically silent and
detected later by repeat hysterosalpingo-
graphy, laparoscopy, or at laparotomy. On
the other hand, there can be an acute re-
action with a clinical picture of pelvic
peritonitis. When unsuspected pelvic tuber-
culosis is Dresent we have seen violent re-
actions with pelvic abscess formation.
We have investigated several patients with

bilateral tubal occlusion which appeared to
develop at the fimbrial end of the tubes
following hysterosalpingography using iodized
oil. Normal tubal patency had been con-
firmed at the initial examination.
We consider oil contrast media for hystero-

salpingography to be both dangerous and un-
necessary. It is tragic, and there could be
medicolegal consequences, when a technique
demonstrating normal tubal natency causes
subsequent sterility. In reminding doctors of
the possible complications of injecting
iodized oil into the peritoneal cavity we
recommend the use of water soluble con-
trast media, which do not have any of
these disadvantages and which allow a
quicker, more certain, and less dangerous
demonstration of tubal anatomy and patency.
-We are, etc.,

F. W. WRIGHT
JOHN STALLWORTHY

Churchill Hospital,
Oxford

Measles

SIR,-I am glad that the question of patho-
genesis of measles has been raised in your
leading article (28 July, p. 187). Desnite the
advent of measles vaccine this disease re-
mains a challenging problem for the treating
doctor, especially in India.


