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EDITOR’S CHOICE

Perhaps it’s the duty of journals to report things as
they really are, but sometimes the degree of chaos
sounds less than any civilised society ought to tolerate.
Thus, for all the pious statements, we’re still not
training our general practitioners very well (p 911)
and it seems hardly likely that the conclusions in
Trish Groves’s final article about the scandals of
present day community care are going to be any
more reassuring than those in her opening piece
(p 923). There are more calls for changes in research
ethics committees (p 943), and a moving obituary

on General M Practice records a world that we
may already have lost (p 951). Those addicted to
Schadenfreude should beware of finding comfort
in the fact that some things are worse elsewhere,
as in Medvedev’s distressing second article on
the outbreaks of HIV infection in the USSR (p 932).
All in all this week we are better off with the
retrospectoscope, with two giants of our times,
Sir David Smithers and Professor Michael Shepherd,
showing what can be achieved despite all the imper-
fections (pp 952-3).
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