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EDITOR’S CHOICE

A very psychiatrically oriented issue, this one. Private
inpatient psychiatric care (p 1136) seems to raise almost
as many passions as general practitioner obstetrics in
Bradford (p 1139), and there’s a guide through the
difficulties of cognitive and interpersonal therapies for
depressive disorders (p 1087) and an inconclusive
interim debate on putative treatments for Alzheimer’s
disease (p 1131). More encouragingly, Trish Groves
reports progress in community mental health services (p
1128), yet even here the avoidable dichotomy between

community and primary care needs to be tackled. And
there’s a festschrift for yet another giant of our time, Sir
Martin Roth (p 1146), who is one of those polymaths
more knowledgeable about most subjects than many of
the “experts” who raise them. Will the story of the
model for Ibsen’s Dr Stockmann (p 1123) be new to Sir
Martin? (Fortunately, the true life one had a happier
ending: Dr Edward Meissner made enough money to be
able to limit his new practice, at the spa town of
Carlsbad, to a mere four months a year.)
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