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EDITOR’S CHOICE

It seems longer than 10 years ago that the Black
report first appeared, possibly because the features
of the two nations in Britain are so more obvious
today than they were in 1980—the homeless sleeping
rough in our major cities, the beggars on the streets,
and the overt poverty of our industrial cities. Davey
Smith and his colleagues show that social class
differences in mortality exist in other countries
as well as Britain, but that these are getting wider
only in this country (p 373), while Tony Smith
proposes a twofold strategy for improving the overall
health of our population (p 345). A rather more
optimistic survey comes jointly from London and

Cambridge showing that low blood pressure may
be linked with fatigue but is probably good for
longevity (p 362). And, given that, like it or not,
many of us are going to end up finishing our days
in a private nursing home, we should welcome the
audit of care by Jo Pearson and her colleagues; perhaps
their suggestion of expanding the role of the Hospital
Advisory Service should be pursued to ensure
reasonable standards and expectation for homes,
patients, and staff (p 371). At least it would escape any
accusation of an ageist approach to care, which seems
to have been a feature of the Independent Living Fund
(p 385).
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