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EDITOR’S CHOICE

- Asthelong, hot summer fades to autumn the producers

of influenza vaccine will soon be singing their annual
siren song. In a leading article (p 617) Dr K G
Nicholson assesses its value for the elderly, advising its
use in “elderly people in whom longevity is a blessing.”
The epidemiology of another type of epidemic,
medical malpractice, is analysed by Richard Smith
(p 621), who calls for more data, in particular to
assess the “bad apple” theory. The General Medical
Services Committee discussed the problems of
general practitioners trying to come to terms with
the new contract (p 670). On p 647 Dr D G Cook
and colleagues warn that to fulfil their contracts
most practices will have to approach 10% of their
men aged 46 to 65 specially to provide them with

information to promote health and prevent illness.

Consultants keen to assess the impact of the forth-
coming management changes in hospitals will get a
pointer from Tony Delamothe’s interview with
Laurence Peterken, the “high profile” manager of
Greater Glasgow Health Board (p 654). The near
incandescent correspondence on general practitioner
maternity units (pp 664-7) should silence anyone who
still believes that general practitioners rarely open the
pages of the BM¥. And for those who might challenge
the value of general medical journals Dr P W ]
Bartrip’s Mirror of Medicine: a History of the British
Medical Fournal, reviewed on p 674, should be
compulsory reading whether or not they know that
next week the BMY celebrates its 150th anniversary.

29 SEPTEMBER 1990



