R3.BsS

/ SATURDAY 5 JANUARY 1991

BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL No 6767 VOLUME 302 INTERNATIONAL

Editorials

1

2

On the Oregon trail: rationing health care

Rudolf Klein :
Primary medical treatment in breast cancer k
Z Rayter, R F Phipps

Hypothermia: dead or alive?

W R Keatinge

Cyclosporin: use outside transplantation

A W Thomson, G H Neild

Child health computing

Euan Ross, Norman Begg

Farewell Scrutator
Richard Smith

News

7-12

Child health in the 90s - Ministerial group reports on juniors’ hours - Juniors’ hours: the Court of
Appeal - Health service for disabled adults - Pity the poor home owner - Irish Medical Organisation:
after the showdown - Share out of NHS cash for next year - HIV infected haemophiliacs settle - First
steps to local pay bargaining - Bjork-Shiley valve alert - The Week

Papers

13

16

20

23

27

27

Contribution of general practitioners to hospital intrapartum care in maternity units in
England and Wales in 1988

Lindsay F P Smith, David Jewell

Occurrence and repetition of hospital admissions for accidents in preschool children
Christine Sellar, Joyce A Ferguson, Michael J Goldacre

Cigarette smoking and rate of gastric emptying: effect on alcohol absorption

Richard D Johnson, Michael Horowitz, Anne F Maddox, Judith M Wishart, David J C Shearman
Relation between humoral responses to HIV gag and env proteins at seroconversion and
clinical outcome of HIV infection

Rachanee Cheingsong-Popov, Christina Panagiotidi, Stella Bowcock, Anthony Aronstam,

Jane Wadsworth, Jonathan Weber

Follow up after transurethral resection of prostate: Who needs it?

Thomas H Lynch, Brian Waymont, Christopher ] M Beacock, J A Dunn, Michael A Hughes,

D Michael A Wallace

Correction: Cost of surfactant replacement treatment for severe neonatal respiratory distress
syndrome Tubman and colleagues

Practice
Observed

28

Twenty years of vocational training in the west of Scotland
Diane R Kelly, T S Murray

Middles

31

34

37

43

Immunisation state of young children admitted to hospital and effectiveness of a ward based
opportunist immunisation policy

D JRiley, M Z Mughal, J Roland

The NHS Observed: Navigating the seas of change

John Roberts

Understanding Benefits: Means tested benefits

Simon Ennals

Guidelines for writing papers

Everyday Aids and Appliances: Breast prostheses

Jacqueline Lee

45-60

Obituary - Correspondence - Medicopolitical Digest - Medicine and the Media - Personal View -
Medicine and Books - Minerva - (in detail overleaf)

BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION TAVISTOCK SQUARE LONDON WCIH 9JR WEEKLY ISSN 0959-3146 ASTM CODEN: BMJOAE 302 (6767) 1-60 (1991)




BM

BM]J voLUME 302

CONTENTS pages 33-60

33 Fillers AnyQuestions Linda Beeley (33); Timothy Coker (44)

45 Obituary

J D Dawson, D M Forsyth, T ] McElwain, A F Mills, Elsie V Crowe, G N Golden

47 Correspondence

47 Should religious circumcisions be performed on the
' NHS?

N P Madden, FRcS, and Su-Anna M Boddy, FRCS

47 Diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease
J M Kellett, FRCPSYCH, and others; R I Lindley,
MRCP, and M S Dennis, MRCP; F C Manning, MD;
E Jane Byrne, MRCPSYCH; R Tozer, MB; A Burns,
MRCPSYCH, and others

48 Fast neutron treatment for squamous cell carcinoma
N Stafford, FRCS, and others

49 Home treatment for acute psychiatric illness
V M Hawthorne, Mp; M Hamilton, MB,and A S Lee,
MRcPSYCH; T Turner, MRCPSYCH

49 Recognising early invasive malignant melanoma
A du Vivier, FRCP, and Elisabeth M Higgins, MRCP

50 Aerobic work capacity in chronic fatigue syndrome
Matti Mintysaari, MD

50 The yellow card: mark II
J P Griffin, FRCPATH

50 Fatigue among general practice attenders
P J Whorwell, FRCP

50 Prediction of hip fracture in elderly women
C G Miller, PHD, and R W Porter, MD

50 HIV infection in women
Christine Lee, FRCP, and others

51 HIV and surgeons

} A De Clercq, MD, and L Oeyen, MD

51 Colitis associated with ibuprofen

J Hollingworth, FRCS

51 Analysing ordered categorical data
S Senn, PHD
51 Incidence of advanced renal failure
Jane Melia, PHD, and others
52 Tubal pregnancy
M Burke, FRCOG, and C Nwosu, MRCOG
52 Vitamin A and risk of birth defects
Susan M Hall, FFcM
52 Organ donation in a neurosurgical unit
Sheila M Gore, PHD
52 New prison health service
D Cooper, FRCPSYCH, and others
53 Screening for carriers of cystic fibrosis
J C S Dean, MRCP, and others
53 Choosing a new partner in general practice
S G Barber, MRCP, and others
53 Early diagnosis of acute myocardial infarction
P Gosling, PHD, and T M Reynolds, MB; S G Vijan,
MRCPI, and M W Millar-Craig, MRCP
5S4 Safety and health in the construction industry
R H Amis
54 HSE’s portfolio
C ] M Poole, MrcP
54 Too many ethics committees
A W Macara, FFCM

54 Correction Cholestasis associated with cinnarizine
(Moss et al)

55 Medicopolitical Digest

55 Agreement on junior doctors’ hours

55 BMA council election 1990-2: Nominations for vacancy for a general practitioner in the West Midlands region

56 Medicine and the Media

Trial by anecdote Michael O’Donnell

57 Personal View A tragic and wicked waste of life  Elizabeth Ward

S8 Medicine and Books
58 Bruce Charlton: The Scars of Evolution (E Morgan)

S8 ] A O Besson: Postgraduate Psychiatry: Clinical and Scientific Foundations (Ed L Appleby, D M Forshaw)
59 Gabriel Laszlo: Respiratory Medicine (Ed R A L Brewis, G J Gibson, D M Geddes)

59 Noted

60 Minerva

EDITOR’S CHOICE

The way in which medical happenings in one part
of the world increasingly quickly affect thinking
elsewhere is well illustrated in this week’s issue. The
experiment to try and explicitly ration medical care in
Oregon is dissected by Professor Rudolf Klein (p 1),
and he draws out one central lesson: you can’t ration
care simply with managerial or technical gimcrackery
—you must talk to the public. And talking to the
public is complicated, as Michael O’Donnell illustrates
in his review of a recent television programme on
whether the antidepressant fluoxetine (Prozac) causes
suicide (p 56). The United States has been gripped by
this debate, which has had less coverage in Britain, and
Dr O’Donnell argues that the manufacturers, Eli Lilly,
and the Committee on Safety of Medicines made a

mistake by not appearing on the programme to present
their good case that there is no strong evidence that the
drug causes suicide. Another manufacturer, Shiley,
has meanwhile declared its intention to defend
vigorously actions in the United States courts by non-
Americans with functioning Bjork-Shiley valves to
claim compensation for the fear that they might
fracture (p 12).

Finally, we begin the year sadly by having to say
goodbye to Dr John Dawson, one of the best known
doctors in the BMA, who died just before Christmas
(p 45). John’s entrepreneurial energy made him
well known all over the world and made the BMA
widely respected for its reports on issues like boxing,
pesticides, and nuclear war.
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