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EDITOR’S CHOICE

John Major, the British Prime Minister, does not have
his picture on p 1168 because he has confused us with
the newspaper General Practitioner and got himself into
parliamentary hot water for doing so (p 1171) nor
because he has agreed to meet the BMA to talk about
the state of the health service (p 1171). His picture is
there simply to show that putting a black bar across a
person’s eyes does not stop him or her being recognised:
we are tightening up our procedures for protecting the
anonymity of patients mentioned or pictured in case
reports (p 1182). In a nutshell, we will require
informed consent from the patient if there is any
chance that he or she might be identified. In his
confusion, John Major also seemed to mix up the NHS
reforms with the year old changes in the GP contract,

and so he might like to read the first of a two part review
by John Bain of how five contrasting practices
have been affected by the contract changes (p 1183).
Generally, they are not amused—particularly by
health promotion clinics. But at least everybody
in Britain has access to a general practitioner: Ken
Judge on p 1163 has been looking at a special issue
of fAMA that examines proposals for dealing with
the 40 million Americans who have no medical
insurance. This awful problem has been awaiting
a solution for a very long time, and Ken Judge
observes how pluralist, innovative America is capable
of inventing an almost infinite number of ways of
going from A to B but then has a propensity to go
nowhere.

18 MAY 1991



