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EDITOR’S CHOICE

What would you do if consulted by a couple infected
with HIV who wanted treatment for infertility? A group
of doctors from St Mary’s Hospital in London faced just
sucha problem, and on p 1447 they tell us what they did
and others tell us what they would have done. There are
noeasy answers for this ethical dilemma, butitlooksas if
we might be getting closer to agreement on the best drug
to give for thrombolytic treatment of myocardial
infarction—streptokinase, which is both effective
and relatively cheap. In what is likely to be the last
placebo controlled trial the members of GISSI dispel a
remaining anxiety by showing that streptokinase did
not increase the risk of a cerebrovascular event overall

(p 1428). Our recent paper on allergy to penicillin has
provoked much correspondence, but there is consensus
that many people who think they are allergic to
penicillin are not and that the history is of more value
than any investigation (p 1462). Finally, Caroline
MacEwen and Nicholas Jones describe how in Britain
sport has taken over from work and road accidents as the
commonest cause of eye injuries (p 1415): two fifths of
injuries result from sport, and half of those requiring
admission to hospital suffer some permanent damage to
their vision. Indoor racquet sports are one of the main
causes, and the message is that eye protection should
be worn.
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