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EDITOR'S CHOICE
Unemployment and the organisation of health care Whichever party wins the election, the recently formed
should loom large in the coming general election Clinical Standards Advisory Group will presumably
in Britain, and both are covered in this week's journal. continue, and Sir Gordon Higginson, its first chairman,
It is now well established that unemployment kills, and lays out in a letter on p 571 exactly what it will be doing.
the research challenge is to work out how. Joan Morris But whatever the problems of the British health
and others show (p 536) in a longitudinal study that the service, they are as nought compared with those of the
increased alcohol consumption and smoking that have Romanian and Russian services-both of which are
been seen among unemployed men in cross sectional described this week (pp 556 and 563).
studies are present before the men lose their jobs-but A development in this issue is the reappearance of
they do put on weight after becoming unemployed. drug points in a different form (p 548): formerly
Last week saw the publication of the proposals for the published at the end of the correspondence section,
health service of the Labour party and the Liberal they will now appear after the short reports. Finally,
Democrats (p 526). Rudolf Klein analyses Labour's we publish (p 569) an obituary of J A Elliot in the form
proposals and finds, beneath the rhetoric, some of a poem by his son, a much published poet. Reflecting
continuities between its plans and those of the on his father's childhood Alistair Elliot writes:
government (p 517). In his political comment Jack The books may well survive. The one I'd ike,
Warden points out that the similarities between the phabon aaywilhsrai now mreId "lop,
proposals made by the two opposition parties may be is Vanity Fair, in which the boy got stuck
important if Britain ends up with a hung parliament half up the tree of knowledge. I would look
(p 528). Ken Grant, meanwhile, takes the long view on for the words he read, to everybody's glee,
the various models of delivering health care (p 566). "He was a man of charming gravy-tea."
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