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EDITOR’S CHOICE

Do you think that red monkey disease is notifiable? If
you do you shouldn’t be too ashamed because over
10% of doctors in Simon Voss’s survey would agree
with you that this non-existent disease should be
notified (p 755). The serious point of his survey is to
show that doctors are ignorant about which diseases are
notifiable and which are not, explaining in part why
notification is so poor. Bryan Jefferson Heap reminds
us in an editorial why notification is important—for
long term surveillance and to enable action to stop
potential epidemics—but he also points out that the
current list of notifiable diseases is outdated (p 726).
Vasectomy is a simple operation that arouses primal
anxieties in some men. It may be that these deep
anxieties have led to reports in medical journals
that vasectomy might be associated with increases in
cardiovascular disease and testicular and prostatic
cancer. A study from Oxford of over 13000 men who
had vasectomies makes comparisons with over 22 000
other men and shows no increase in -any of these

conditions or any others because of vasectomy (p 743).
But longer follow up will be necessary to get rid of the
last anxieties.

It was anxieties that they might be out of touch with
ordinary doctors that led the leaders of general practice
to organise a huge survey of what those doctors did
think. The leaders also wanted to encourage general
practitioners to think a long way ahead so that they
could lead rather than follow in the reform of general
practice. The survey of all 36 000 general practitioners
in Britain achieved a remarkable 70% response rate.
The results are given on p 731, and Jacky Hayden
comments on them in an editorial (p 728). She observes
that there is a clear tension between patients wanting
easier access to doctors for more services at all hours
and general practitioners wanting to have a more
normal life. The answer, she suggests, is for multi-
disciplinary health care teams rather than individual
doctors to become the main focus of primary health
care.
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