
/ SATURDAY 11 APRIL 1992

BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL NO 6832 VOLUME 304 INTERNATIONAL

Editorials 929 How now mad cow?
Paul J Harrison, GarethW Roberts

930 Eusol
David J Leaper

931 Taking infants' temperatures
Duncan Keeley

932 Keeping babies in prison
Luisa Dillner

933 Antibiotic prophylaxis for dental treatment
R A Cawson

News 935-940 New York paroles AIDS prisoners * Female sexual abusers * French sumatriptan headache * Russian
health care - Birth damage cases * Australian tobacco sponsorship - Media misrepresentation * Cancer
and electromagnetic fields - Limiting legal action - Dutch burn out * Doctors or MPs - The Week

Papers 941 Angio-oedema in relation to treatment with angiotensin converting enzyme inhibitors
Thomas Hedner, Ola Samuelsson, Helen Lunde, Lars Lindholm, Lennart Andren, Bengt-Erik Wiholm

946 Randomised controlied trial of atenolol and pindolol in human pregnancy: effects on
fetal haemodynamics
Sven Montan, Ingemar Ingemarsson, Karel Marsal, Nils-Otto Sjoberg

949 Review of management of incidents involving exposure to blood in a London
teaching hospital, 1989-91
Katie Oakley, Christopher Gooch, Anne Cockcroft

951 Epipodophyllotoxins, alkylating agents, and radiation and risk of secondary leukaemia
after childhood cancer
MM Hawkins, LM Kinnier Wilson, M A Stovall, H B Marsden, M H N Potok, J E Kingston,
J M Chessells

959 Joint replacement, dental surgery, and antibiotic prophylaxis
Andrew Grant, Ceri Hoddinott

959 Antitoxins and botulinum toxin treatment
Peter Hambleton, Helen E Cohen, Bryan J Palmer, Jack Melling

General 961 Use of thermometers in general practice
Steven Clarke

Practice 963 Audit of practice based cervical smear programme: completion of the cycle
Paul A Creighton, Angela M Evans

Education 967 Transfers from prison for urgent psychiatric treatment: a study of section 48 admissions
Jeanette Smith, Caitriona Crowe, Christine Johnson, Martin Donovan

& Debate 969 The Gatekeeper and the Wizard revisited
Nigel Mathers, Tim Usherwood

971 The New NHS: first year's experience: Budget holding in Calverton: one year on
John Bain

974 ABC of Colorectal Diseases: Investigation of colorectal disorders
D J Jones, M H Irving

978-994 Obituary - Letters * Medicopolitical Digest * Soundings - Personal View * Medicine and the Media *
Medicine and Books * Minerva - (in detail overleaf)

BRITIISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATrION IAVISTOCK SQUARE LONDON WCIH 9JR WEEKLY ISSN 0959-8146 ASTM CODEN: BMJOAE 304 (6832) 929-994 (1992)



CONTENTS pages 978-994
978 Obituary B C Abernethy, I C K Mackenzie, D Johnson, J M Yelton, P Blackledge, J R L Jones, T J R Miller,

G W Bathgate, J RW Catto, D Krestin, N M Walker

980 Letters
980 Improving preregistration training

R P Meakin; J Andrews; S Dowling; J Anderson
and P Harrigan; G Rees; T R Mitchell and
T Sherwood; J Bahrami

981 Medical training in Germany
A CM Heinze; A Gerhard and M Rhodes

982 Understanding the other's decision
R Charlton

982 Rice based oral rehydration solutions
W B Greenough III

982 Laparoscopic cholecystectomy
K B Orr; H T Khawaja and others

983 Low protein diets in chronic renal insufficiency
J D Walker; D Fouque and others

983 Assessing resuscitation skills by video recording
C Weston and others

983 Screening for cervical cancer in developing
countries
M M Soe; M Griffiths; V Singh and others

984 Treatment of hypertension in older adults
J M Cruickshank

984 Extensible bandages
S Thomas

985 Oesophageal cancer in Britain
R J Donnelly and D J Girling

985 Treating minor problems in accident and
emergency departments
I G Kendall

985 Contraception for the under 16s
A Turner

985 MRC's association with Sugar Bureau
P J Holloway and others; M Rice

986 Dealing with disasters
I McConnan; C Hegardt

986 Injuries caused by unsecured contents of vehicles
R J Reyes

986 Seat belts in pregnancy
D Moncrieff and J Cockburn

986 Cycling and health
M Hillman

987 Unrestricted visiting hours
R A Cooper and M J O'Donnell

987 Completed consultant episodes increase but
hospital discharges decrease
A Clarke and P Tinsley

987 Placing children in adult psychiatric wards
M Johns

987 Access to records for epidemiological research
D Black

987 Correction The cholesterol controversy (Polanska
and Malik)

988 Medicopolitical Digest
Dilemmas of medical technology* NHS trusts' claims * Two year waiting lists slashed * Correction

989 Soundings
Insurance against disability Julie Welch Being ill is healthy Tony Smith

990 Personal View Underfunding: an African perspective John A Dorward

991 Medicine and the Media
Dental anaesthesia: Where are the safeguards? Alison Tonks; Publish and be damned Jeffrey Tobias

992 Medicine and Books
992 Tim Albert: Communicating Science: A Handbook (M Shortland, J Gregory)
992 Clive J C Roberts: Therapeutic Drugs (Ed C Dollery)
993 P J A Robinson: Geriatric Radiology (Ed M Viamonte)
993 Peter Jones: Caringfor Children with HIV andAIDS (Ed R Claxton, T Harrison)

994 Minerva

Confusions in everyday medicine
The thermometer is one of doctors' most traditional Professor Cawson says that the risks ofsuch prophylaxis
tools, and so it's a shock to discover that about one in exceed its benefits.
seven general practitioners never uses one while some Three papers that we publish today throw new
general practitioners use them two or three times a day light on drug side effects. A paper from Sweden
(p 961). Here is another area of medicine in which reports 36 cases of angio-oedema caused by angio-
custom predominates over science. A further topic of tensin converting enzyme inhibitors (p 941), while
confusion is where to measure the temperature, a second paper from Sweden shows how PI blockers
and Duncan Keeley advocates overcoming Anglo- can have adverse effects on the haemodynamics
Saxon sensibilities and using the rectum in infants of fetuses when the drugs are given to their mothers
(p931). and might thus damage fetal development (p 946).
Another issue that arises in everyday practice is Thirdly, a follow up of 16422 children cured of

when to offer antibiotic prophylaxis to patients cancer found that exposure to epipodophyllotoxins
undergoing dental treatment. R A Cawson summarises greatly increased the chance of developing leukaemia
the user friendly guidelines from the British Society for (p 951).
Antimocrobial Therapy on giving prophylaxis against Finally, the suggestion of Peter Richards and the
infective endocarditis but considers too whether to Council of Deans that the preregistration period in
offer prophylaxis to patients with artificial joints Britain should be increased from one to two years has
(p 933). Many Americans recommend such prophylaxis provoked a large correspondence (p 980). There seems
routinely, and half of 104 orthopaedic surgeons to be a generation divide in the response, with most
surveyed in Britain also recommend it (p 959). But younger doctors suspicious of the idea.
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