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Gloom over the NHS

As BMA representatives gather at Torquay this integration that underlies the reviews' recommenda-
weekend for their annual meeting-among other tions may in time affect clinical practice well beyond
things, to defend the NHS-Allyson Pollock gives London and these six specialties.
them a worrying picture of how the health service Whether general practitioners should have access to
might go (p 1703). Her analysis of current thinking "specialist" procedures like gastroscopy is the subject

© British Medical Journal 1993. amnong health service managers augurs badly for of a vigorous correspondence, with Arnold Zermansky
AllRightsReserved. Nopartofthis the core values of the NHS-equity, equqlity, and arguing that general practitioners are more discrimin-
publication may be reproduced, comprehensiveness. Just how deeply ingrained those ating in their use ofinvestigations than hospital doctors
transmitted in any form or by any core values are in British medical thinking is illustrated (p 1750). Meanwhile the arguments about whether
other means, electronic, by this week's comments by Hart, from America dispensing doctors are costly prescribers continues;mechanical, photocopying,
recording, or otherwise, without (p 1714). It is hard to imagine the BMA resisting Mike Pringle and Tony Morton-Jones, authors of a
BriortshMermissaln,Jnwalrg,°fthe government proposals for health care reform on the study suggesting that dispensing doctors were high
US second class postage paid at grounds that they violate property rights. But that is cost prescribers, concede that product liability (but not

Rahway, NJ. Postmaster: send the line the American Medical Association is taking value added tax) complicates the picture (p 1749).
address changes to: BMJ, c/o against President Clinton's likely proposals for global The BMJ devotes more space to how to cope with
Mercury Airfreight Intemational health care budgets and price controls. infertility (with some evidence of the effectiveness ofLtd Inc, 2323 Randolph Avenue, bdesJa.etzt
Avenel, NJ 07001, USA. British doctors have long been familiar with tight guidelines in this week's issue, p 1728) than to how to
US (direct) subscription $250.00. budgets, and Londoners for longer than many. The avoid an unwanted baby. Our anonymous personalPublished by the proprietors,

recommendatons of the reviews of tertiary services in view writer argues (p 1764) that the NHS shows thethe British Medical Association, reomnaisofttaym piirj
Tavistock Square, London WCIH London (p 1709) will profoundly affect many working same bias; if the staff of family planning clinics treated
(9JRtoPnnKteydneys) LtdC MilatgoanziKeynes im London. But, as Jane Smith points out in her clients like midwives treat expectant mothers the
Typesetting by Bedford Typesetters editorial (p 1708), the model ofhubs and spokes and of teenage pregnancy rates might fall, she suggests.
Ltd, Bedford. Registered as a
newspaper.
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