/) + S /

SATURDAY 10 JULY 1993

BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL ~o 6896 voLUME 307 INTERNATIONAL
Editorials 77 The lasting trauma of the concentration camps Caroline Garland

78 The health of the nation’s research and development ] R Hampton

79 Hand transmitted vibration John Harrison

80 Nursing elderly patients out of bed Graham Mulley

81 Private health care: patients’ beliefs and practice Nick Black

82 Whither health care in South Africa? David Woods, David Power

82 Correction: Gene therapy begins Kay Davies, Bob Williamson
NCWS 83-88 New BMA chairman - DoH links care and research - Australia’s brain drain - Liberia’s war -

Paediatricians go to court - US government gives to AIDS - France cuts back - Germany cuts back -
GPs and audit - US drug policy - Mrs Bottomley defends doctors

P apers 89 Administration of vitamin K to newborn infants and childhood cancer

Hans Ekelund, Orvar Finnstrém, Jan Gunnarskog, Bengt K:illén, Yngve Larsson

92 Insulin resistance in offspring of hypertensive parents
Olivia L Beatty, Roy Harper, Brian Sheridan, A Brew Atkinson, Patrick M Bell

96 A decade of diabetes: keeping children out of hospital
P G F Swift, ] R Hearnshaw, J L. Botha, G Wright, N T Raymond, K F Jamieson

99 Recruitment methods for screening programmes: trial of an improved method within a regmnal
osteoporosis study
D] Torgerson, M J Garton, C Donaldson, I T Russell, D M Reid

100 Will it hurt, doctor? Factors predicting patients’ experience of pain during double contrast

examination of the colon
Siri Steine

91 Correction: Rural population mixing and childhood leukaemia: effects of the North Sea oil industry in
Scotland, including the area near Dounreay nuclear site
Kinlen ez al

Genera] 101 Developing organisational vision in general practice
. Ali Al-Shehri, Ian Stanley, Paul Thomas
PraCtlce 103 Patients with fatigue in general practice: a prospective study -
Leone Ridsdale, Alison Evans, William Jerrett, Sundhiya Mandalia, Kay Osler, Hita \lora

3 o P

Y

Education 107 Management of raised blood pressure in New Zealand: a discussion document
R Jackson, P Barham, J Bills, T Birch, L McLennan, S MacMahon, T Malmg
& Deb ate 110 Health professionals and South Africa: supporting change in the health sector
Tony Waterston, Anthony Zwi
112 Letter from Kosovo: Coping with Serbian repression in an Albanian population
Lynne Jones
114 _ Guidelines for the management of spontaneous pneumothorax
A C Miller, J E Harvey on behalf of Standards of Care Committee, British Thoracic Society
117 ABC of One to Seven: Services for children: primary care
L Peter . HBI
116 Corrections: Received By:
Why have child pedestrian death rates fallen? - = Indexing Branch _
Ian Roberts C‘l
How can we best prolong life? Benefits of coronary risk factor reduction in non-diabetic and diabetic
subjects
John S Yudkin

te, B
Ad¥ L, .,

121-142  Obituary - Letters - Medicopolitical Digest - Soundings - Personal View - Medicine and the Media -
Medicine and Books + Minerva * (in detail overleaf)

BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION TAVISTOCK SQUARE LONDON WCIH 9JR WEEKLY ISSN 0959-8146 ASTM CODEN: BMJOAE 307 (6896) 77-142 (1993)




BM

Editor’s
Choice

© British Medical Journal 1993.
All Rights Reserved. No part of this
publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted in any form or by any
other means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying,
recording, or otherwise, without
prior permission, in writing, of the
British Medical Journal.

US second class postage paid at
Rahway, NJ. Postmaster: send
address changes to: BM], c/o
Mercury Airfreight International
Ltd Inc, 2323 Randolph Avenue,
Avenel, NJ 07001, USA.

US (direct) subscription $250.00.

Published by the proprietors,
the British Medical Association,
Tavistock Square, London WC1H
9]JR. Printed by BPCC Magazines
(Milton Keynes) Ltd, Milton Keynes.
Typesetting by Bedford Typesetters
Lud, Bedford. Registered as a
newspaper.

BM] voLuMEe 307

C ONTENTS pages 121-142

121 Obituary
G A G Mitchell, ] M Barber, J S Mackay, ] C MacLarnon, M I Pott, P M Crowe, ] ] Marner, A F Niven, G A Sharp,
D P Smyly

123 Letters

123 The Hawksley random zero sphygmomanometer
M Lawson and A Johnston; ] Garrow and
C Summerbell; ] A Dinning; D Churchill and
others; S J Ellis and P J Ellis; W E Miall;
W W Holland

125 Reducing serum cholesterol
D F Weetman; U Ravnskov

125 Measuring patients’ views of their health
S M Hunt and S P McKenna; T Sheldon;
E Dickinson and others; ] Kilgour-Christie and
A H Watt; N Singleton and A Turner; A Johansen

127 Diagnosing meningococcal infection
G Farmer; M van Deuren and others

127 Medical angiologists
G D O Lowe and 11 others; M Catalano
128 Access to heart surgery for smokers
N J Odom and others; M Ashley-Miller;
K Abraham; M Sinclair and others; M A Edgar;
A Blesovsky; V Bansal; M ] Underwood and
J S Bailey
130 Teaching communication skills
J S Price; M E Preston-Whyte and R K McKinley
130 Patients’ satisfaction with psychiatric care
M Crowe and others
130 Ethnic minorities and women should be represented
on GMC G Adshead

131 Medicopolitical Digest The week in Torquay

137 Soundings Page three poetry? Ian Robertson; The grossest failures of peer review Bernard Dixon

138 Personal view I really do know how you feel Richard Walker

139 Medicine and the Media

There’s loads worse off than me Henry McQuay;

Outcomes data: an issue of ownership Kate Lawrence

140 Medicine and Books

140 Robert Dingwall: Choices and Decisions in Health Care (Andrew Grubb)
140 Charles Normand: Equity in the Finance and Delivery of Health Care: An International Perspective
(Ed Eddy van Doorslaer, Adam Wagstaff, Frans Rutten)
141 Richard Bayliss: If I Were a Rich Man Could I Buy a Pancreas? and Other Essays on the Ethics of Health Care

(Arthur L Caplan)

141 ] A Roberts; Rationing and Rationality in the National Health Service: The Persistence of Waiting Lists

(Ed Stephen Frankel, Robert West)

142 Minerva

No truth in the BMJ

The BM¥ doesn’t publish truth. We do the best we can
with our elaborate peer review system, but peer review
does not validate scientific studies. It simply says that
after careful scrutiny the conclusions of the study seem
to be supported by the data. Publication is not the end
of the peer review process but a step along the way. All
our truths—like the truths of science—are provisional.
The reality of this rhetoric can be seen in several parts
of this week’s journal.

Last year we published a paper suggesting that the
vitamin K given intramuscularly to newborn babies
might cause childhood cancer. The finding was given
huge, international publicity both before and after
publication, and many countries have been reconsider-
ing their policies on giving vitamin K. This week we
publish a large study from Sweden in which the
incidence of cancer is compared in over one million
babies who were given intramuscular vitamin K and
over a quarter of a million who were given the drug
orally (p 89): the authors find no difference in the
incidence. They cannot explain why their results are
different from those produced last year.

The immediate debate on papers we publish appears
in our letters pages, and these days we are able to
publish less than half of those we receive. We give
priority to those that are well argued and include data.
This week 12 correspondents tussle over possible
deficiencies in the Hawksley random zero sphygmo-
manometer (p 123); two add to the controversy
over the dangers of lowering serum cholesterol
concentration in those at low risk of heart disease
(p 125); 12 debate the virtues of the short form 36

health survey questionnaire as an outcome measure
(p 125), and 14 continue the now worldwide argument
over denying cardiac surgery to smokers (p 128).

South Africa is still a country that creates contro-
versy, and Tony Waterston and Anthony Zwi consider
whether there remains a case for an academic boycott
of the country as there is still gross inequity in the
provision of health services (p 110). They think that it
is now legitimate for doctors from outside South Africa
to visit the country, but visitors should familiarise
themselves with the inequities in health care and
add to the pressure for improved primary care and
public health. An editorial supports the push for
primary care (p 82). The BMY¥ has been available
in a South African edition since the end of last year, and
I hope that this debate will continue in the monthly
South African edition as well as in the weekly BM¥
from London.

Although the BMY¥ cannot guarantee that what it
publishes is true, we are keen on evidence and
observation. One hundred years ago it seems to have
been different (p 91). The editors were worked up
about a “motley assembly . . . in Paris . . . of irregular
practitioners—mnasseurs, magnetisers, faith-healers,
bone setters er hoc genus omne” (no proscriptions
against Latin then). “Unfortunately,” wrote the
editors, “no report of the proceedings has reached us,
but it is not difficult to imagine the nature and general
drift of the discussions.” These days we think we
should know something of what happens at a meeting
before we criticise it; but no doubt we are committing
sins that will look equally gross in 2093.
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