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		 Janet	James,	Peter	Thomas,	David	Kerr

	 	

 clinical Review
765 Diagnosis and management of cervical cancer
 Patrick Petignat, Michel roy

 PRactice
769 Pregnancy plus: epilepsy in pregnancy
 This	article	explores	the	therapeutic	problems	that	arise	when		

a	patient	with	epilepsy	on	treatment	becomes	pregnant	and	needs		
both	effective	seizure	control	and	attention	to	the	safety	of	her	fetus

	 Torbjörn	Tomson,	Vilho	Hiilesmaa

773 lesson of the week: an unusual cause of jaundice
 Patients	with	jaundice	of	unknown	cause	need	their	thyroid		

function	tested	to	exclude	an	underlying	thyroid	problem
	 P	J	D	Owen,	A	Baghomian,	J	H	Lazarus,	A	J	Godkin	

ReseaRch PUBlisheD aheaD OF PRint
effectiveness of paramedic practitioners in attending 999 calls from  
elderly people in the community: cluster randomised controlled trial 
Suzanne	Mason,	Emma	Knowles,	Brigitte	Colwell,	Simon	Dixon,		
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Occupational therapy for patients with problems in personal activities  
of daily living after stroke: systematic review of randomised trials 
Lynn	Legg,	Avril	Drummond,	Jo	Leonardi-Bee,	J	R	F	Gladman,	Susan	Corr,	
Mireille	Donkervoort,	Judi	Edmans,	Louise	Gilbertson,	Lyn	Jongbloed,		
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‘‘ 

‘‘ 

<1 Life saved in the next 10 years by 
breast screening 1000 women in their 40s 
in the US (Editorial p 731 )

1 million Number of selling points 
for alcohol in Brazil, where the population 
is 180 million (Letters p 735) 

21% Percentage of consultants  doing 
more than three duties at the same time 
while on call (News p 738)

60% Percentage of 1736 pregnant 
women with epilepsy who remained 
seizure free  throughout pregnancy 
(Practice p 769) 

The week iN NUmBerS

13 October 2007 Vol 335

The Editor, BMJ 
BMA House, Tavistock Square, 
London WC1H 9JR 
email: editor@bmj.com 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7387 4499 
Fax: +44 (0)20 7383 6418 
BMA MEMBERS’ iNquiRiES 
email: membership@bma.org.uk 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7383 6642 
BMJ CAREERS AdvERTiSiNg 
email: sales@bmjcareers.com  
Tel: +44 (0)20 7383 6531 
diSPLAy AdvERTiSiNg 
email: sales@bmjgroup.com  
Tel: +44 (0)20 7383 6350 
REPRiNTS 
Uk/rest of world
email: ngurneyrandall@bmjgroup.com
Tel: +44 (0)20 8445 5825 
USA
email: mfogler@medicalreprints.com
Tel: + 1 (856) 489 4446 
SuBSCRiPTioNS 
BmA members 
email: membership@bma.org.uk 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7383 6642 
Non-BmA members 
email: subscriptions@bmjgroup.com  
Tel: +44 (0)20 7383 6270 
oTHER RESouRCES 
For all other contacts: 
resources.bmj.com/bmj/contact-us 
For advice to authors:
resources.bmj.com/bmj/authors
To submit an article:
submit.bmj.com

The BmJ is published by BmJ Publishing Group 
Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary of the British 
medical Association.
The BmA grants editorial freedom to the 
editor of the BmJ. The views expressed in the 
journal are those of the authors and may not 
necessarily comply with BmA policy. The BmJ 
follows guidelines on editorial independence 
produced by the world Association of 
medical editors (www.wame.org/wamestmt.
htm#independence) and the code on good 
publication practice produced by the Committee 
on Publication ethics (www.publicationethics.
org.uk/guidelines/).
The BmJ is intended for medical professionals 
and is provided without warranty, express 
or implied. Statements in the journal are the 
responsibility of their authors and advertisers 
and not authors’ institutions, the BmJ Publishing 
Group, or the BmA unless otherwise specified 
or determined by law. Acceptance of advertising 
does not imply endorsement.
To the fullest extent permitted by law, the BmJ 
Publishing Group shall not be liable for any loss, 
injury, or damage resulting from the use of the 
BmJ or any information in it whether based on 
contract, tort, or otherwise. readers are advised 
to verify any information they choose to rely on.

©BmJ Publishing Group Ltd 2007  
All rights reserved. No part of this publication 
may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, 
or transmitted in any form or by any other 
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recording, or otherwise, without prior 
permission, in writing, of  the BmJ

US second class postage paid  
at rahway, NJ. Postmaster: send address 
changes to BmJ, c/o mercury Airfreight 
international Ltd inc, 365 Blair road, Avenel, NJ 
07001, USA. $640. weekly
Printed by Precision Colour Printing Limited

BMJ | 13 oCToBER 2007 | voLuME 335       

                                      this week

The week iN qUoTeS

“The Pentagon did not respond to 
inquiries from the BMJ about possible 
future plans for its “make love not war” 
initiative” (News p 741) 

“Funding for fertility treatment in the uK 
is in a state of turmoil with the eligibility 
rules for receiving support varying 
widely” (Analysis p 752)

“. . . in primary prevention of AMd . . . 
antioxidants have  little or no effect” 
(Research p 755) 

“Cervical cancer is the second most 
common cancer in women worldwide, 
with more than half a million new cases 
diagnosed in 2005” (Clinical Review p 765) 

PiCTUre oFThe week
A prototype model for a “power glove” is demonstrated at the Home Care and Rehabilitation 
Exhibition in Tokyo. The robotic glove is designed to help patients recover from partial paralysis during 
rehabilitation. Its artificial muscles are powered by compressed air for each of the fingers. Sensors are 
attached to the healthy arm, which controls the muscles simultaneously on the paralysed side 
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editor’s choice

the way of the world
This week I clicked the Send button without realising that my email 
was being shared with the person I was writing about. I was warning 
colleagues that I’d banned a persistent respondent “from raving on 
about” his pet theory using rapid responses and didn’t want him 
opening up another front using feedback to Richard Lehman’s blog.

While the respondent ponders whether my “less than polite” 
response deserves wider exposure, I’m pondering whether I should 
have “sender’s remorse” for describing his behaviour in the terms I 
did. After all, this followed 17 rapid responses (his count) on the same 
topic from him and three emails from me, asking him to stop.

Thoughts about appropriate tone were running through my head 
when I read David Colquhoun’s criticisms of our associate editor (and 
former US editor), Doug Kamerow, for being “excessively tolerant” 
of the advance of complementary and alternative medicine (Letters 
p 736). Colquhoun is the sort of man who, if asked what he thought 
about the closure of homoeopathic hospitals, would answer: “A start.”

Colquhoun prefers straight talking Americans, like Gerald 
Weissmann and Wallace Sampson. In his article, “Homeopathy: 
Holmes, Hogwarts, and the Prince of Wales,” Weissmann wrote, “If 
the trend persists perhaps MIT or Cal Tech will march in step with the 
medical schools and offer prizes for integrative alchemy or alternative 
engineering.” Calling for the defunding of the National Center for 
Complementary and Alternative Medicine, Sampson wrote, “After ten 
years of existence and over $200 million in expenditures, it has not 
proved effectiveness for any ‘alternative’ method.”

Just last week, one of our sister journals, Postgraduate Medical 
Journal, published another negative study. Its systematic review of all 
available studies of individualised herbal medicine found no convincing 
evidence of benefit (News p 743). So, how polite do we need to be 
about an alternative world view that isn’t coming up with the goods?

Good manners in the 21st century apparently means suspending 
judgment, according each viewpoint equal respect. But it’s “a 
dangerous error to conclude . . . that all imaginable views are equally 
deserving,” cautions Martin Rees, president of the Royal Society, 
about politicians’ use of science. They, and by extension the rest of 
us, shouldn’t choose “which, if any, scientific view to adopt and which 
to discard, much as they might choose one bunch of flowers over 
another.” Science “is about how the world is, not about what suits our 
prejudices” (Financial Times 1 October 2007).

Telling it how it is is the aim of this journal, even if sometimes 
we need two goes to get it right—witness the copious Corrections 
and Clarifications we publish each week (p 754). Some people 
are justifiably cross about these errors, but many more want to 
communicate to us that the journal has upset them in some way that 
has nothing to do with factual inaccuracies. It’s as if by knowing their 
sensitivities we can avoid giving offence next time. We’ve almost 
arrived at the point where respecting people’s feelings is more 
important than telling the truth.

So the last word should go to Theodore Dalrymple and to the 
lesson that King Lear’s fatal misjudgment of his daughters holds for 
us (p 777). “For is it not the case that we live in an age of emotional 
incontinence,” he asks, “when they who emote the most are believed 
to feel the most?” The costs may be surprisingly high: by the end of 
Shakespeare’s play, Lear and his three daughters are dead.
Tony Delamothe deputy editor, bmj.com tdelamothe@bmj.com 

                                      This week

What’s neW at  
the BMJ Group

BMJ Masterclass for GPs; 
Cardiology & Diabetes
Learn the latest in 
complications of diabetes from 
Dr Tim Butler, GP Specialist in 
Diabetes masterclasses.bmj.
com/GPs/cardiology-diabetes

Obesity in children
For a recent systematic review 
see the child health section of 
BMJ Clinical Evidence
clinicalevidence.bmj.com

Archives of Disease in 
Childhood
A key international journal 
focusing on all aspects of child 
health and disease from the 
perinatal period (in the Fetal & 
Neonatal edition) through to 
adolescence.
 adc.bmj.com

Looking for independent 
patient information?
Help your patients become 
more informed and involved 
in managing their health with 
BMJ BestTreatments, the 
BMJ’s online information for 
patients. Subscription-based
besttreatments.co.uk  

Clostridium difficile 
View this free interactive  
video module on how to beat  
and treat C difficile   
bmjlearning.com/cdifficile

Visit BMJ Group at  
bmjgroup.bmj.com

on the cover
Do antioxidants prevent age 
related macular degeneration?
Editorial, p 729 
Research, p 773
Cover shows fluorescein 
angiography of macular area 
of retina
cover iMaGe: pauL parKer/Mediscan

pLus
In this week’s BMJ careers
Will MMC deny doctors 
valuable intensive care 
experience?
GMC’s new registration 
framework
The foundations of a good 
application
Interview with an NHS surgeon 
who has served in Iraq and 
Afghanistan

POSTAL STRIKES
Deliveries of this week’s journal 
are likely to have been affected 
by postal strikes. As these are 
likely to recur, readers should 
expect further disruption to the 
supply of their journals

Articles appearing in this  
print journal are likely to have 
been shortened.  
To see the full version of articles 
go to bmj.com. 
bmj.com also contains material 
that is supplementary to articles: 
this will be indicated in the text 
of the article (references will 
be given as w1, w2, etc) and be 
labelled as extra on bmj.com.


