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The profession, the Government, and the Health Service

SIR,-We have tried to play the game by
trade union rules, reasonably enough since
these are the rules the political part of the
country appears to understand. But the result
now must have every purveyor of medical
care from Hippocrates to Aneurin Bevan
turning in his grave.
The consultants and juniors are fighting

separate battles, but ultimately it is the
standing and independence of the profession
which are at stake for us all. General practi-
tioners cannot remain uncommintted in the
face of limited hospital facilities, and they
are as interested as anyone in the outcome.
Has not the time come for the united

profession to submit dated resignations,
giving ourselves perhaps more than the
stipulated three months' notice? This would
enable us to prepare the basis of a new
Health Service in which all patients could
be accorded the dignity and time at present
available only to the private sector, since the
Government has a statutory obligation to
accept the financial burden of the Health
Service. Only from the secure base of a
position outside the present Service shall we
be able to play a significant role in planning
its successor.
Having submitted resignations, let us all

return to work with might and main before
some avoidable tragedy occurs.

A J M CAVENAGH
Brecon

SIR,-This is the saddest time for British
medicine. With juniors, sometimes led by
those alien to this country and on occasions

refusing to assist their chiefs, surely such a
disastrous policy should not have the
approval, let alone the active support, of the
BMA.
Now the Association encourages the con-

sultants to follow a similar course of action.
There must be many who cannot subscribe
to this advice. It is idle to pretend that
patients will not suffer. They will, perhaps
disastrously, and few of us can support a
course, whatever its objective, Which has
dangers such as this.
The country is fully aware of the dis-

content felt by all grades of hospital staff.
Let the BMA now withdraw its support for
industriail action and advise a return to
normal working in the hope that the Govern-
ment will not see such a step as weakness
but as a wish for conciliation and as a hope
for further full discussion of all our diffi-
culties before any fundamental changes are
considered in the running of the National
Health Service.

S 0 AYLETT
Westminster Hospital,
London SW1

SIR,-I am disappointed by the success Mrs
Castle has had in pinning down the doctors
on two narrow issues when a much wider
issue is in fact at stake. Indeed, she has
managed to make us act on two issues
where it can successfully be argued that we
have put self-interest before that of our
patients; yet the real issue that confronts
us all, patients and doctors, is the whole
future of the Health Service we pay for and
work in.

We must shout and shout loudly that it is
the Health Service itself that will fold unless
Mrs Castle accepts compromises now. May
I suggest the following. (1) An urgent re-
appraisal of the administrative structure
with the intention of cutting administrative
costs by at least 30 °' . (2) Removal of all
politically motivated policies being forced on
the Health Service without adequate repre-
sentation from all concerned, including
patients. (3) Reappraisal of the juniors' 40-
hour week contract with consideration to be
given to the improvelment of conditions of
employment such as subsidised mortgages
and better continuity of employment. I am
sure the Government will be prepared to
concede considerable advances in this field
in exchange for the juniors agreeing to stick
to the present pay code. This opportunity to
improve the lot of junior doctors sihould not
be missed. Furthermore, I suggest that the
BMA gets together with the nursing and
auxiliary staff unions and with representa-
tives from patient protection bodies to
attempt to thrash out a common policy
towards the Health Service. We must show
the public and Mrs Castle that our true
concern is for the Health Service itself. At
present we are following a lot of other
worker representative bodies in showing
interest mainly in ourselves. If we do care
about our patients as much as ourselves, and
I am sure as a profession we do, then let us
say so in deed as well as word.

In an attempt to provide negotiating time
may I suggest that: (1) we stop all industrial
action except the collection of resignations;
(2) we seek resignations from all doctors
employed in the Health Service; (3) We
negotiate from the point that as doctors we
feel the NHS no longer provides patients
with the care to which they are entitled and
for which they pay; and (4) until the
Government sees fit to reconsider its present
policy our patients' interest wiLl be better
served by a non-public system.


