
BMJ | 24 april 2010 | Volume 340   				  

this week

	E ditorials
875	S creening for chlamydia
	 Information on prevalence and risks is 

insufficient for trials to inform policy, says 
Jessica Sherringham

	 Research, p 903

876	 Preventing obesity in primary schoolchildren
	 School based physical activity programmes 

are promising, but difficult to sustain, say 
Esther M F van Sluijs and Alison McMinn 

877	W here now for social care in England?
	 The groundwork is done, but the election will 

determine the outcome, says Christina R Victor 

878	 Commissioning in the English NHS
	 A failing system that needs to be 

abandoned, says Calum Paton

879	O ropharyngeal carcinoma related to human 
papillomavirus 

	 Incidence is increasing rapidly, with 
implications for prognosis and policy, say 
Hisham Mehanna and colleagues

	L etters
881	 Pain control in hysteroscopy; Lichen 

sclerosus;  Spanish transplantation model

882	S unbed use in children; Multidisciplinary 
cancer teams; NICE on recent onset chest pain

	 News
883	 Bone marrow patients critical as they wait 

for ash cloud to shift
	 Public to be quizzed on incentives for organ 

donation 

884	 Paediatrician David Southall wins appeal 
against GMC finding

	W ellcome Trust is to close its centre for 
history of medicine within two years

	 Project launched to decode cancer genomes
	R esearchers transfer genetic material 

between two eggs

885	 NHS IT agency puts brake on roll-out of 
summary care records

886	D utch nurse jailed for seven murders in 
2003 has conviction quashed 

	 Chiropractors drop libel action against writer 
Simon Singh

	 15% of antibiotic sales in Greece are over 
the counter

887	 UK ministers must “reconsider” payments to 
haemophiliacs

888	 UN launches new action plan to improve 
maternal and child health

	I nstitute recommends urgent “changes 
across the board” at US cancer trials network

889	O bama aims to extend Bush’s relief project 
beyond AIDS

	 US spends the most but doesn’t get the best 
results, a comparison of health data shows

	 short cuts
890	W hat’s new in the other general journals

	 featureS
892	H ealth manifestos
	 After months of speculation about the 

election date and the contents of their 
manifestos, the political parties have now 
published their proposed policies, Nigel 
Hawkes reports

894	E lection views 
	 We asked medical experts what they think 

the key election issues are for the NHS and 
their personal hopes for the future under the 
next government

 
	Ob servations
	 yankee doodling 
898	 Prevention and the new US health reform act
	 Douglas Kamerow
 

	An alysis
899	H ow to identify when a performance 

indicator has run its course 
 	 In April 2011 eight clinical indicators will be 

removed from the UK Quality and Outcomes 
Framework. David Reeves and colleagues 
explain why they were chosen and suggest a 
rationale for future decisions 

	R esearch
902	 Research highlights:  

the pick of BMJ research papers this week

903	R andomised controlled trial of screening 
for Chlamydia trachomatis to prevent pelvic 
inflammatory disease: the POPI (prevention 
of pelvic infection) trial

 	 Pippa Oakeshott, Sally Kerry,  
Adamma Aghaizu, Helen Atherton,  
Sima Hay, David Taylor-Robinson, 
Ian Simms, Phillip Hay

	 >> Editorial, p 875

904	E ffect of preventive primary care outreach 
on health related quality of life among 
older adults at risk of functional decline: 
randomised controlled trial 	

	 Jenny Ploeg, Kevin Brazil, Brian Hutchison, 
Janusz Kaczorowski, Dawn M Dalby, Charles 
H Goldsmith, William Furlong 

905	H PV testing on self collected cervicovaginal 
lavage specimens as screening method 
for women who do not attend cervical 
screening: cohort study 	

	 Murat Gök, Daniëlle A M Heideman, 
Folkert J van Kemenade, Johannes Berkhof, 
Lawrence Rozendaal, Johan W M Spruyt, 
Feja Voorhorst, Jeroen A M Beliën, Milena 
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PICTURE of the week 

Wearing protective mask and goggles, a dairy farmer from Nupur, Iceland, looks for cattle lost in the clouds 
of ash near the volcano in southern Iceland’s Eyjafjallajökull glacier. Maria Neira, WHO’s director of public 
health and the environment, advised people with respiratory conditions to avoid strenuous exercise or stay 
indoors if they notice greater air pollution or have symptoms. And at least 16 people in the United Kingdom 
are in a critical condition as they wait for stem cell transplantations using cells from bone marrow donors 
abroad that have been held up because of the flight restrictions caused by the shutdown of a large part of 
European airspace.

See NEWS, p 883, and PERSONAL VIEW, p 927 
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‘‘ Quote of the week

“Fear of libel means that good 
research is not always published 
because those with vested 
interests might sue . . . it is the 
public that loses out because the 
truth is never exposed” 

Simon Singh demands libel reform, after 
the British Chiropractic Association drops 
its case against him (News, p 886)
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The Icelandic volcano pushed the UK parliamentary 
elections from most front pages this week, but not 
from the BMJ’s cover. “How I long for a politician 
brave enough to say the NHS is unsafe in our 
hands. . .  it begs for a Martin Luther to nail his 95 
theses to the door.” So says Nigel Hawkes in our 
round up of views on the election’s health issues 
(p 894). Among many contributors, Ann McPherson 
wants government to stop the endless NHS 
reorganisations, to build on valuable experience, 
and to cherish general practice; Angela Coulter 
has her vote ready for whichever party produces a 
credible plan for empowering people to take more 
control over their own health; and Ian Gilmore is 
frustrated that policies seem “mostly at the level 
of principles while across the country concerns 
are surfacing of panicked cuts that belie the 
politicians’ reassuring words.” If you’ve not yet 
had time to pick over the health plans from the 
manifestos of the three main UK parties, Nigel 
Hawkes has done it for you (p 892).

It’s too soon to know all the effects of the 
volcanic eruption on health and health services. 
Zosia Kmietowicz reports on one immediate and 
very serious consequence of closing European 
airspace: the failure of stem cell transplants from 
bone marrow donors abroad to reach patients 
in the UK (p 883). A far less important casualty 
has been the international medical meeting, and 
webcasting has come to the rescue for some. 
Desmond O’Neill found that this technology 
brought unexpected informality to a Dublin 
conference on music and neuroscience, including 
the rare chance to see and hear one stranded 
guest—a celebrated violinist—performing in his 
own home (p 927). Tessa Richards was meant to 

chair a debate at the Geneva Health Forum about 
responses to the H1N1 pandemic, but had to 
watch its much depleted version online instead 
(http://blogs.bmj.com/bmj). And, as we went 
to press, the International Forum on Quality and 
Safety in Healthcare organised by the Institute 
for Healthcare Improvement and BMJ Group 
was set to proceed in Nice, backed up by live 
video streaming and other web services (http://
internationalforum.bmj.com/2010-forum). Will 
greater use of videoconferencing emerge from the 
ash cloud’s silver lining?

In their clinical review Sebastian Kalwij and 
colleagues point out that Chlamydia trachomatis 
infection is the world’s most commonly diagnosed 
bacterial sexually transmitted disease, is detectable 
by highly sensitive and specific tests, and is 
easily treated (p 912). Nonetheless, as editorialist 
Jessica Sheringham explains, lack of evidence on 
the related burden of serious disease continues 
to hamper the development of effective mass 
screening (p 875). The Prevention of Pelvic Infection 
(POPI) trial in more than 2500 female students in 
London might have added crucial evidence. It asked 
the important question:“do testing and treating 
sexually active women for chlamydia infection 
reduce the incidence of pelvic inflammatory 
disease in the subsequent year?” But despite the 
best efforts of Pippa Oakeshott and colleagues, it 
yielded no definitive answer (p 903).
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