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EDITORIALS

Pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine in high
risk adults

Evidence of efficacy against pneumonia is still

limited, say Sarah A Moberley and Paul Torzillo
» Research, p 579

Sexual activity in middle to later life

Better health leads to frequent, good quality
sex in older adults, says Patricia Goodson

» Research, p 580

Waiting times for radiotherapy after breast
cancer

Minimising delay improves outcomes, so
investment and planning are needed, say
Ruth H Jack and Lars Holmberg

Tiotropium and chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease

A good foundation therapy for most patients,
says R Andrew Mclvor

Doctors and assisted suicide
New policy fulfils a legal requirement, but the
implications are unclear, says John Coggon

LETTERS

Withdrawal of sibutramine

Doctors on the front line; SSRIs and
tamoxifen; Osteonecrosis of the jaw
Evaluating complex interventions; Improving
research

Guideline development; Steven L Shafer
responds to Jeanne Lenzer

NEWS

Karolinska research dean claims dismissal
is an over-reaction

US cancer society urges more caution in use
of PSA test

UK surgeons carried out two pooled kidney
transplantation, the regulator reveals
Tissue watchdog warns against unlawful
collection of umbilical cord blood

Virgin gets slice of England’s primary care
services with £12m investment
AstraZeneca is to stop research into 10
diseases to cut costs

Malaria treatment should begin with
parasitological diagnosis where possible,
says WHO

US pro-life groups tell black women that
abortion is genocide

Taxing junk food reduces consumption and
improves health outcomes, finds 20 year study
Restricting sales of charcoal helps in suicide
prevention

MEP plans to allow patients more access to
drug information

Dutch cafes remove ashtrays from tables
once more as tobacco law is set to tighten
Spain changes law to allow abortion on demand
up to 14 weeks and without parental consent
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SHORT CUTS

What’s new in the other general journals

FEATURES

PRIMARY CARE

Open all hours

Every primary care trust in England was told
to set up an open access health centre to
make seeing a GP easier but has it worked?
Nigel Hawkes wonders

MEDICAL PUBLISHING

An old battle: England’s libel laws verus
scientific debate

Several high profile cases have brought to
the fore how England’s libel laws can stifle
scientific debate, but as Richard Smith,
former editor of the BMJ, explains, it is not a
new problem

HEAD TO HEAD

Will a market deliver quality and efficiency in
health care better than central planning ever
could?

James Gubb and Stephen Smith are
convinced that market forces will improve
the NHS, but Neal Lawson and Jonathon
Tomlinson have their doubts

OBSERVATIONS

BMA CAMPAIGN

Stop this wasteful commercialisation of the NHS
Hamish Meldrum

YANKEE DOODLING

Is hypertension really a neglected disease?
Douglas Kamerow

BM).COM

Alook at blogs and doc2doc

ANALYSIS

Graphic medicine: use of comics in medical
education and patient care

Graphic stories, or adult themed comics, are
a popular new cultural trend. Michael ) Green
and Kimberly R Myers argue that they are
also a valuable tool for medicine

RESEARCH

Research highlights:
the pick of BMJ research papers this week

Efficacy of 23-valent pneumococcal vaccine

in preventing pneumonia and improving
survival in nursing home residents: double
blind, randomised and placebo controlled trial
Takaya Maruyama, Osamu Taguchi, Michael S
Niederman, John Morser, Hiroyasu Kobayashi,
Tetsu Kobayashi, Corina D’Alessandro-Gabazza,
Sei Nakayama, Kimiaki Nishikubo, Takashi
Noguchi, Yoshiyuki Takei, Esteban C Gabazza
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GRAPHIC MEDICINE
The use of comics in patient care

Analysis, p 574, Review, p 600
Cover image from Cancer Vixen by Marisa
Acocella Marchetto

Taxes on junk
food, p 557
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Sex, health, and years of sexually active life
gained due to good health: evidence from two
US population based cross sectional surveys
of ageing

Stacy Tessler Lindau, Natalia Gavrilova

» Editorial, p 544

Impact of interval from breast conserving
surgery to radiotherapy on local recurrence in
older women with breast cancer: retrospective
cohort analysis

Rinaa S Punglia, Akiko M Saito, Bridget

A Neville, Craig C Earle, Jane C Weeks

Educational inequalities in mortality over
four decades in Norway: prospective study
of middle aged men and women followed for
cause specific mortality, 1960-2000
Bjgrn Heine Strand, Else-Karin Grgholt, Olof
Anna Steingrimsdottir, Tony Blakely, Sidsel
Graff-Iversen, @yvind Naess

RESEARCH METHODS &
REPORTING
Economic impact of disease and injury

Dan Chisholm, Anderson E Stanciole,
Tessa Tan Torres Edejer, David B Evans

CLINICAL REVIEW

Treating articular cartilage injuries of the
knee in young people

Simon Macmull, J A Skinner, G Bentley,
R W Carrington, TW R Briggs

PRACTICE

UNCERTAINTIES PAGE

Does avoidance of peanuts in early life reduce
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Edward A Patrick
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Michael Albert Voyce
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Anonymous
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by AR Luria
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It’s clear that under the
current law, as Smith
says, “the side with the
deepest pockets can
almost always see off
the other side”

EDITOR’S CHOICE

Reform our libel laws, but not our NHS

We need to reform England’s libel laws, not
because suppression of scientific debate is
getting worse—it may be; it’s hard to tell—but
because it has been going on for so long.

Years before Wilmshurst v NMT Medical
(BMJ2010;340:c967) and Singh vthe
chiropractors (BM/ 2009;339:b4269), there was
BMJ v Drummond-Jackson, one of the longest
running libel cases in legal history.

As former BMJ editor Richard Smith recounts
(p 565), Drummond-Jackson, a Harley street
dentist, sued the BMA (as owners of the BM)) in
1969 for publishing a study critical of a technique
with which he was closely associated. The case
cost the BMJ a quarter of a million pounds in legal
fees alone, equivalent to several million pounds
today, before it was eventually settled out of court.

The weekly account of the trial is available from
the archive on bmj.com (BM/1970;1:509-10).
Smith quotes from this account the words of Lord
Denning, a famous former law lord, “It would be
a sorry day if scientists were to be deterred from
publishing their findings for fear of libel actions.
So long as they refrain from personal attacks,
they should be free to criticise the systems and
techniques of others. Itis in the interest of truth
itself. Were it otherwise no scientific journal would
be safe.”

Some believe that the sorry day is already here.
Eitherway it’s clear that under the current law, as
Smith says, “the side with the deepest pockets can
almost always see off the other side.” This is no
way to get to the truth and no way to serve patients
orthe public interest.

Politicians are beginning to get the message. In
December justice secretary Jack Straw announced

plans to cap the level of fees payable in successful
defamation cases; the Ministry of Justice has

set up a working group on libel with a mixture of
lawyers, journalists, and scientists
gov.uk/news/announcement270110a.htm), and
more than 200 MPs have now signed the early

day motion calling for libel reform. You can help to
convince those who haven’t by signing the petition
at libelreform.org.

And so to the other great issue of the day—the
NHS and the market. Will markets improve quality
and reduce costs more than central planning
ever could? We have views on both sides (p 568)
and lobbies of every hue including, in opposite
corners, the BMA (p 571) and Nurses for Reform
(p 567). Are we witnessing the cold blooded
dismemberment of the NHS, as some would like?
Oris the market just being used to shake things
up a bit, as Nigel Hawkes implies is the case for
primary care (p 562)? Making the NHS compete
with private providers may have improved some
aspects of care, but | see no evidence that it has
improved quality and efficiency overall. And I'm
not convinced by Stephen Smith’s suggestion
(p 568) that markets will drive down the use of
expensive secondary care. With foundation trusts
touting for business and primary care trusts
stillunequal to their task, | would say quite the
opposite.

Fiona Godlee, editor, BMJ fgodlee@bmj.com
Cite this as: BMJ2010;340:c1404

To receive Editor’s Choice by email each week,
visit bmj.com/cgi/customalert

© Twitter Follow the editor, Fiona Godlee, at twitter.com/
fgodlee and the BM/'s latest at twitter.com/bmj_latest
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