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 editorials
663 obama’s giant step towards universal health 

insurance 
 Gavin Yamey looks at the health reform bill that 

extends insurance to 31 million Americans
 >> Feature, p 680, News, p 671

664 reducing sunbed use in young people
 Legislation or voluntary regulation, ask J Mark 

Elwood and Richard P Gallagher
 >> Research, p 694

665 Put Jenner’s statue back in trafalgar square
 Gareth Williams calls for the reinstatement of 

the statue of the hero who defeated an enemy 
of all humankind

666 the new CoNsort statement
 Guidance is clear, but endorsement is lagging 

behind, says Gerd Antes
 >> Research, p 697,  

>> Research Methods & Reporting, p 698

667 Monitoring hPV vaccination programmes
 Trials of bivalent vaccine show no association 

with pregnancy loss, but ongoing surveillance 
is recommended, says Karen Canfell 

 >> Research, p 696

 letters
669 Coroners; Priority treatment for veterans
670 Moral obligations; age related macular 

degeneration; assisted suicide; a life free  
of drug reps

 News
671 approval of historic Us healthcare reform 

bill will extend coverage to 32 million more
 Us drug manufacturers will have to disclose 

payments to doctors 

672 Government’s reply to alcohol report is “too 
complacent”

 British boy receives trachea transplant built 
with his own stem cells in pioneering surgery

 two hospitals  are granted conditional 
registration by CQC

673 Call for smoking ban in cars to protect children

674 NiCe focuses on diagnosis to improve chest 
pain outcomes 

 latest tB figures are a “wake-up call” 

675 Poor countries must reduce heart deaths

 surgeon’s mistakes revive issue of 
regulation of european locums 

676 obesity affects 12% of black teen girls in Us

 southall seeks reinstatement to register

677 Patent on BrCa1 gene was too broad

 Global Fund will eliminate vertical spread of 
hiV by 2015 if funding continues, report says

 
 short CUts
678 what’s new in the other general journals

 FeatUres
680 obama’s health reform dream: reality at last?
 A historic vote in Congress has propelled US 

healthcare reform toward a conclusion. Susan 
Dentzer looks at what went wrong over the 
year of debate and what finally went right

683 Food for thought
 The British Nutrition Foundation promotes 

itself as a source of impartial information, 
but as Phil Chamberlain reports, it does not 
always make its links with industry clear 

 head to head
686 is underdiagnosis the main pitfall when 

diagnosing bipolar disorder?
 Daniel Smith and Nassir Ghaemi believe that 

many people with bipolar disorder remain 
undiagnosed, but Mark Zimmerman says no 

 
 oBserVatioNs
 Body politic 
688 trade unions and the health secretary: is the 

tail wagging the dog? Nigel Hawkes 

 Medicine and the Media 
689 Cosmetic surgery advertising Neil Graham

 aNalysis
690 New drugs for old: disinvestment and NiCe 
 Methods for identifying drugs that can be 

discontinued need to be as rigorous as those 
for assessing potential new treatments, say 
Dyfrig Hughes and Robin Ferner

 researCh
693 research highlights:  

the pick of BMJ research papers this week

694 sunbed use in children aged 11-17 in 
england: face to face quota sampling 
surveys in the National Prevalence study 
and six Cities study  

 Catherine S Thomson, Sarah Woolnough, 
Matthew Wickenden, Sara Hiom, Chris Twelves

 >> Editorial, p 664

695 Mortality among contraceptive pill users: 
cohort evidence from royal College of General 
Practitioners’ oral Contraception study

 Philip C Hannaford, Lisa Iversen, Tatiana V 
Macfarlane, Alison M Elliott, Valerie Angus, 
Amanda J Lee 

696 risk of miscarriage with bivalent vaccine 
against human papillomavirus (hPV) 
types 16 and 18: pooled analysis of two 
randomised controlled trials  

 Sholom Wacholder, Bingshu Eric Chen, Allen 
Wilcox, George Macones, Paula Gonzalez, 
Brian Befano, Allan Hildesheim, Ana Cecilia 
Rodríguez, Diane Solomon, Rolando Herrero, 
Mark Schiffman, for the CVT group

 >> Editorial, p 667

Editorial, p 663, News, p 671 
Feature, p 680

NICE guidelines for chest pain, p 674

Sunbed use in children, pp 664, 694

Condoms and sexual 
health, pp 676, 710
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697 the quality of reports of randomised trials 
in 2000 and 2006: comparative study of 
articles indexed in PubMed  

 Sally Hopewell, Susan Dutton, Ly-Mee Yu,   
An-Wen Chan, Douglas G Altman

 >> Editorial, p 666
 >> Research Methods & Reporting, p 698

 researCh Methods & 
 rePortiNG
698 CoNsort 2010 statement: guidelines for 

reporting parallel group randomised trials 
 Kenneth F Schulz, Douglas G Altman, David 

Moher, for the CONSORT Group
 >> Editorial, p 666  

>> Research, p 697

 CliNiCal reView
703 subjective memory problems 
 Steve Iliffe, Louise Pealing

 PraCtiCe
  guidelines
707 Pharmacological management of 

neuropathic pain in non-specialist settings: 
summary of NiCe guidance  

 Toni Tan, Peter Barry, Stefanie Reken, Mark 
Baker, for the Guideline Development Group

  

 10-Minute consultation
710 sexual health in men who have sex with men  

William C W Wong, Christopher K Fairley 

 
 oBitUaries
711 Jo eirik asvall  

Refocused the World Health Organization in 
Europe on public health

712 robert James dallas;  
Mary ellis; Charles Patrick Gore;  
James innes; alastair hugh Bailey Masson;  
June Paterson-Brown;  
rita walford 

  

 Views aNd reViews
 personal VieW
713 assisted suicide: a substitute for  

a caring doctor? 
 Brian Livesley

 reVieW of the Week 
714 Cutting for stone 
 by Abraham Verghese
 Richard Villar

 BetWeen the lines
715 the fine art of the surgeon 
 Theodore Dalrymple

 round taBle
715 risk: the science and Politics of Fear 
 by Dan Gardner
 Keith Taylor

 coluMnists
716 doing our duty 
 Des Spence
 search for the hero inside
 Liam Farrell

 eNdGaMes
717 Quiz page for doctors in training 

 MiNerVa
718 teenage workers in the Us and other stories 

A picture quiz on breathlessness , p 717

Returning
from a break?

masterclasses.bmj.com

No substitutes for caring doctors, p 713
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‘‘ 8.6% Proportion of girls aged 11-17 who 
had used a sunbed (research, p 694)

72 hours Time after risky event within 
which post-exposure prophylaxis for HIV 
must be started (Practice, p 710)

2.7 times Relative risk of developing 
dementia in people aged 65 and older with 
high levels of subjective memory problems 
compared with peers (clinical review, p 703)
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PICTuRe oF  
THe week 

Montage, showing 
Trafalgar Square  
with Jenner’s statue 
restored to its original 
location

See EDITORIAL, p 665
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‘‘ QuoTe oF THe week

“if these services really are going to 
be shaken loose from PcTs but cannot 
set themselves up as independent 
organisations or as social enterprises, 
there is only one place left to go: to 
acute or mental health trusts” 

nigel hawkes on how the unions have 
influenced government policy in rolling 
back a market driven nhS

(observations, p 688)

• bmj.com poll: “which situations worry you most in your career?”

a) Appropriate off-label prescribing
b)  when it’s in the public interest to breach patient confidentiality 
c)  Talking to patients about cardiopulmonary resuscitation and a do not attempt order
d)  maximising people’s ability to consent to research involvement
e)  breaking bad news and advance care planning
The dilemma voted to be the biggest concern will be the subject of a new GmC interactive  
case study at www.gmc-uk.org/gmpinaction

• bmj.com archive 
“why should those who 
destroy be ever placed 
in the front rank, whilst 
the philanthropist and 
the philosopher are only 
permitted to occupy 
out-of-the-way corners 
in forgotten squares, 
from which the living tide 
of man has long since 
ebbed?”  
(bmJ 1858; s4-1: 395)
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American medicine is among the best 
in the world. But for years it has had to 
compete with the scene stealing awfulness 
of America’s healthcare system. As the only 
major industrialised country without universal 
coverage America has been a sort of rogue 
state: the world’s richest country spending 
more on health care per capita than any other, 
yet dogged by gaping health inequities, poor 
health outcomes, and social injustice. The evils 
and absurdities of American health care have 
filled pages in this and other publications and 
have been caricatured, as in the film Sicko 
(BMJ 2007;335:47), making America ridiculous 
outside its borders and embarrassing to large 
swathes of people within them. And of course 
there has been the human cost.

Last week’s vote in the House of 
Representatives changes all that (p 671). The 
health reform bill will save lives and money, 
and it brings America in from the cold. As Gavin 
Yamey reminds us (p 663), it falls well short of 
the national health system that some had hoped 
for—“Medicare for all”; and there is no “public 
option”—a government insurance scheme to give 
the insurance industry a run for its money. Even 
so it is undoubtedly historic and will be Barack 
Obama’s great legacy. Yamey calls it “a triumph 
of compassion towards the uninsured over the 
fear mongering stoked by President Obama’s 
Republican opponents.” It is already being talked 
of as “the civil rights act of the 21st century.”

But let’s not forget that it was a close run thing. 
As Susan Dentzer explains (p 680) only seven 
votes carried the bill and it would have fallen but 
for a last minute deal with Democrats unhappy 

about the potential for government funded 
abortions. And despite the political victory, 
Obama has yet to win hearts and minds across 
America, where fears about the economy and 
NHS-style rationing have soured the public view. 
Still, we should celebrate. US healthcare reform 
is here at last. 

Where else can right prevail? Gareth Williams 
tells the story of Edward Jenner’s statue (p 665). 
Prince Albert raised the money, mostly from his 
own funds and from foreign donors (Napoleon 
was a fan), and unveiled it on one of the four 
plinths in Trafalgar Square in 1858—the other 
three plinths, and of course the main column, 
carried the nation’s great admirals and generals. 
But on Albert’s death four years later, Jenner’s 
opponents ensured that the statue was quickly 
and unceremoniously relegated to Kensington 
Gardens.

The BMJ offered what outrage it could. 
Contrasting the way military and medical 
heroes were honoured, the journal said: “The 
pitiful memorial…to Jenner had been banished 
even with ignominy from that honourable 
neighbourhood of men esteemed great because 
they killed their fellow creatures whereas he only 
saved them” (BMJ 1862;2:415). This year is the 
30th anniversary of the eradication of smallpox. 
There’s a petition to restore Jenner to his rightful 
place as the founder of modern immunisation 
(http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/Jenner2010). 
If we all signed it, we could make it happen.
Fiona Godlee, editor, BMJ fgodlee@bmj.com
Cite this as: BMJ 2010;340:c1688
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