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Stem cell treatments and multiple sclerosis
Immunosuppression is realistic;
regeneration is more difficult, say Robin | M
Franklin and Charles ffrench-Constant
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Diagnosing serious bacterial infection in
young febrile children

Measuring vital signs and assessing a child’s
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Matthew ) Thompson and Ann Van den Bruel
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prevention

The obvious and sensible choice compared
with universal screening, says Tom Marshall
» Research, p 1016

Viewing the body after a traumatic death
Relatives should be given the choice, says
Glennys Howarth
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Intelligence, education and mortality
Are linked in several ways, so strategies to

reduce inequalities should be broadly based,
say G David Batty and colleagues
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US anaesthetists told not to give lethal
injections
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UK law firm starts action against “metal on
metal” hip implant maker
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to strike Southall off the medical register
Academics fight for Wellcome Trust
medical history centre
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India’s top education regulator is arrested
on bribery charges

Head of European disease centre backs its
H1N1 response

EU prepares to tackle sales of counterfeit
drugs

Workers behind China’s economic miracle
are paying a heavy price

FDA approves prostate cancer “vaccine”
Australia suspends flu vaccination of
young children

More women health workers would save
millions of lives

Public will see department closures,
leading doctors warn

AstraZeneca pays $520m fine for off-label
marketing
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Message to new government: please ban
buzzwords

Nigel Hawkes

FEATURES

Stem cell renegades or pioneers?

An increasing number of centres offer
expensive stem cell treatment. But should
they simply be dismissed as “rogue clinics,
or can lessons be learnt from their work?
Jonathan Gornall reports

» Editorial, p 985, Head to head, p 1008

Farewell, 12 good men and true
Compensation for medical injury costs the
US billions but, as David Payne reports,
lawyers and doctors could see their
earnings curtailed under a new system
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Is modern genetics a blind alley?
James Le Fanu says yes; D ] Weatherall
says no

» Editorial, p 985, Feature, p 1002

ANALYSIS

Time to move to presumed consent for
organ donation

Given the UK’s modest 60% consent rate for
donation of organs from brain stem dead
donors, Sheila Bird and John Harris argue
that allowing donation unless the donor
has explicitly opted out would substantially
increase the number of organs available
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the pick of BMJ research papers this week

Rate of cervical cancer, severe intraepithelial
neoplasia, and adenocarcinoma in situ in
primary HPV DNA screening with cytology
triage: randomised study within organised
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Ahti Anttila, Laura Kotaniemi-Talonen, Maarit
Leinonen, Matti Hakama, Pekka Laurila, Jussi
Tarkkanen, Nea Malila, Pekka Nieminen

The accuracy of clinical symptoms and
signs for the diagnosis of serious bacterial
infection in young febrile children:
prospective cohort study of 15781 febrile
illnesses

Jonathan C Craig, Gabrielle ) Williams, Mike
Jones, Miriam Codarini, Petra Macaskill,
Andrew Hayen, Les Irwig, Dominic A
Fitzgerald, David Isaacs, Mary McCaskill

» Editorial, p 986

L g s -
e e oy b Mot e
L S T
Prova o rrvemaet for g oo

CLAUDIA BENTLEY

Head to head, p 1008
Is modern genetics a blind alley?

Infection in febrile children, pp 986, 1015

Why we need presumed consent, p 1010

Bobby Baker
draws her
disorder,
p 995



THIS WEEK

1016

1017

1018

1024

1029

1031

1033

Estimating the population impact of
screening strategies for identifying and
treating people at high risk of cardiovascular
disease: modelling study

Parinya Chamnan, Rebecca K Simmons, Kay-
Tee Khaw, Nicholas ] Wareham, Simon ) Griffin
» Editorial, p 987

Viewing the body after bereavement due to
a traumatic death: qualitative study in the UK
A Chapple, S Ziebland

» Editorial, p 988

CLINICAL REVIEW

Paediatric obstructive sleep apnoea
Steven Powell, Haytham Kubba, Chris
O’Brien, Mike Tremlett

PRACTICE

THE COMPETENT NOVICE
Managing sudden death in hospital
Paul ) Frost, Stephen Leadbeatter,
Matt P Wise

A PATIENT’S JOURNEY

Acquired brain injury

Linda Kat, Karen Schipper, Jeroen Knibbe,
Tineke A Abma

10 MINUTE CONSULTATION

“My baby keeps bringing up his feeds!”
Jayanta Banerjee, Mita M Roy, Sheetal
Bhojani, Naina Emcy

OBITUARIES

Bernie Mapstone

First female medical officer to serve with a
Guards regiment

1034

1035

1036

1037

1037

1038

1039

1040

1032

Noorali Dewi Dhaniji; Douglas Thomson
Gordon; Robert William Hall; Helen Howard;
Sharafat Hussain-Qureshi; James Alexander
McCheyne Paterson; Elizabeth Joan Stokes

VIEWS AND REVIEWS

PERSONAL VIEW

The cancer emperor’s new clothes
Simon Chapman, Becky Freeman
REVIEW OF THE WEEK

So Much for That by Lionel Shriver
Karol Sikora

BETWEEN THE LINES

A diary of the plague year
Theodore Dalrymple

MEDICAL CLASSICS

Mad by Guy de Maupassant

Jackie Gordon

COLUMNISTS

Divorced of reasoning

Des Spence

Medical metaphors

Trisha Greenhalgh

ENDGAMES

Quiz page for doctors in training

MINERVA

Injection of paint into the finger, and other
stories

FILLERS

Understanding self, understanding others

Plain
packaging
for
cigarettes,
pp 993, 1035

Time for a break?
Refresh yourself.

Masterclasses

masterclasses.bmj.com

BM]J | 8 MAY 2010 | VOLUME 340



BM

8 May 2010 Vol 340

The Editor, BMJ

BMA House, Tavistock Square,
London WC1H 9)R

Email: editor@bmj.com

Tel: +44(0)20 7387 4410

Fax: +44(0)20 7383 6418

BMA MEMBERS’ INQUIRIES
Email: membership@bma.org.uk
Tel: +44 (0)20 7383 6642

BMJ) CAREERS ADVERTISING
Email: sales@bmijcareers.com
Tel: +44 (0)20 7383 6531
DISPLAY ADVERTISING

Email: sales@bmjgroup.com

Tel: +44 (0)20 7383 6386
REPRINTS

UK/Rest of world

Email: ngurneyrandall@bmjgroup.com
Tel: +44 (0)20 8445 5825

USA

Email: mfogler@medicalreprints.com
Tel: +1(856) 489 4446
SUBSCRIPTIONS

BMA Members

Email: membership@bma.org.uk
Tel: +44(0)20 7383 6642
Non-BMA Members

Email: support@bmigroup.com
Tel: +44(0)20 7383 6270
OTHER RESOURCES

For all other contacts:
resources.bmj.com/bmj/contact-us
For advice to authors:
resources.bmj.com/bmj/authors
To submit an article:
submit.bmj.com

BMJe

The BMJ is published by BM] Publishing Group
Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary of the British
Medical Association.

The BMA grants editorial freedom to the

Editor of the BM). The views expressed in the
journal are those of the authors and may not
necessarily comply with BMA policy. The BM)
follows guidelines on editorial independence
produced by the World Association of

Medical Editors (www.wame.org/wamestmt.
htm#independence) and the code on good
publication practice produced by the Committee
on Publication Ethics (www.publicationethics.
org.uk/guidelines/).

The BMJ is intended for medical professionals
and is provided without warranty, express

or implied. Statements in the journal are the
responsibility of their authors and advertisers
and not authors’ institutions, the BMJ Publishing
Group, or the BMA unless otherwise specified
or determined by law. Acceptance of advertising
does not imply endorsement.

To the fullest extent permitted by law, the BM)
Publishing Group shall not be liable for any loss,
injury, or damage resulting from the use of the
BMJ or any information in it whether based on
contract, tort, or otherwise. Readers are advised
to verify any information they choose to rely on.

©BM) Publishing Group Ltd 2010

All Rights Reserved. No part of this publication
may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system,
or transmitted in any form or by any other
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording, or otherwise, without prior
permission, in writing, of the BMJ

Published weekly. US periodicals class postage
paid at Rahway, NJ. Postmaster: send address
changes to BMJ, c/o Mercury Airfreight
International Ltd Inc, 365 Blair Road, Avenel, NJ
070071, USA. $796. Weekly

Printed by Precision Colour Printing Limited

BM] | 8 MAY 2010 | VOLUME 340

%)
[aa]
|
&
S|
=
&
=
[%a)
2|
=
g
Y
=
I
=

&y

PICTURE OF THE WEEK

THIS WEEK

Hospital staff at Chulalongkorn Hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, rally against antigovernment protestors.
Before, antigovernment “red shirts” had stormed the hospital, and patients were sent to other hospitals. All
except emergency services had to be suspended. The red shirts said that they were looking for soldiers and

later apologised.

THE WEEK IN NUMBERS
40-74 Years Agegroupthat the UK

Department of Health recommends should

be invited for cardiovascular risk assessment if
they have never been identified as at high risk
(Research, p 1016)

12% Proportion of children in the United
Kingdom who habitually snore
(Clinical Review, p 1018)

246 525 Number of deaths in English

NHS hospitals in 2008-9 (Practice, p 1024)

BMJ.COM POLL

Last week’s poll asked, “Can the NHS cut costs
without substantially damaging the quality of
healthcare?”

This week’s poll asks, “Should medical students be

regulated?” Submit your vote at bmj.com

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“It is a step that thereby will radically
‘denormalise’ tobacco products,
stopping them being seen as
ordinary grocery items competing for

consumers’ attention”

Simon Chapman and Becky Freeman, from

the school of public health at the University of
Sydney, on the Australian plan to mandate plain
packaging of cigarettes

(Personal View, p 1035)

See News, p 993
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To pull the plug on
an institution witha
high reputation after
50 years because

of short term
problems, without
consultation or
proper explanation,
seems rash

© Twitter Follow the editor,
Fiona Godlee, at twitter.com/
fgodlee and the BM/'s latest at
twitter.com/bmj_latest

EDITOR’S CHOICE

History will be the judge

It’s easy to dismiss history. As someone has said,
“there’s no future in it.” But the Wellcome Trust’s
announcement that it will close its centre for history
of medicine at UCL has hit a nerve (p 995), which
may have surprised those who made the decision.

Some of the disquiet is about how the decision
was made. It seems to have been done almost
casually, without the academic review required by
the centre’s terms of agreement, indeed without
input from any historians; and not as part of a
strategic plan but in reaction to what sound like
difficult but resolvable localissues. To pull the
plug on an institution with a high reputation after
50 years because of short term problems, without
consultation or proper explanation, seems rash.

But the decision itselfis also worrying. The centre
is highly productive, both in teaching and research.
It was given a top ranking in the latest UK-wide peer
reviewed research assessment exercise, and it
attracts academics from around the world. The trust
says it remains fully supportive of the study of the
history of medicine, but by dismantling its flagship
department with so little regard for those who
work in the field it has sent out a very different and
damaging message.

I have an interest: | did a BSc in the history of
medicine at the Wellcome Institute in London.
But all of us have an interest. As members of a
profession not always known for its humility, we
need to remember and understand the blind alleys
that medicine has gone down, the unnecessary
suffering it has caused, the important innovations
that have been ignored or suppressed, and the
ancient professional rivalries that have led to our
current divisions. We cannot afford to ignore our
history or those with the skills to interpret it for us.

The Wellcome Trust would only gain in stature by
reconsidering its decision.

History should have a lot to say about the contest
between public health and the tobacco industry,
and an announcement this week may prove to be a
decisive battle. From 2011, all tobacco products in
Australia will be sold in standardised plain packets
giving only the name of the manufacturerina
standard font (p 993). The Australian government
predicts it will cut the number of smokers by 2-3%.
A 25% hike in tobacco excise will also help to cut
consumption, as well as saving healthcare costs
and increasing tax revenues.

In their personal view (p 1035) Simon Chapman,
former editor of the BM/’s sister journal Tobacco
Control, and Becky Freeman explain that the aim is
to “denormalise” tobacco products, and stop them
being seen as ordinary grocery items competing for
consumers’ attention. The move has two wonderful
ironies nested within it. Firstly, the rationale for
the change has come from the industry’s own
trade publications, which extol the importance
of packaging, especially in “dark” markets where
tobacco advertising is banned. Secondly, it will
use reverse marketing to make the packaging as
unattractive as possible, especially to young people.

Given the unpredictability of fashion trends,
there is always the risk that the new unbranded
packets will become the new cool. Let’s hope not.
Congratulations Australia. Where you lead the rest of
the world must surely follow.

Fiona Godlee, editor, BMJ fgodlee@bmj.com
Cite this as: BM/ 2010;340:c2447

To receive Editor’s Choice by email each week,
visit bmj.com/cgi/customalert
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appear afterp 1038
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