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EDITORIALS

Antipsychotics and the risk of venous
thromboembolism

A higher risk means treatment should be
tailored according to individual risk factors,
say Rosa Liperoti and Giovanni Gambassi
» Research, p 641

Is it time to revisit orphan drug policies?
Yes, for equity’s sake, say Christopher
McCabe, Tania Stafinski, and Devidas Menon
» Research, p 642

Globalisation and antibiotic resistance
Hospitals engaged in medical tourism can
turn crisis into opportunity, say Anthony So,
Melissa Furlong, and Andreas Heddini

Hip resurfacing

Despite safety warnings, it remains an
effective option in certain subgroups, say
James M Simpson and Richard N Villar
0il, health, and health care

Future health and prosperity require that
we prepare for life without cheap oil, says
Angela E Raffle

LETTERS

UK cancer survival statistics

Post-publication review; Lost without
translation; Hypertension of pregnancy

NICE on chronic heart failure; Decisions in
dementia; Gastro-oesophageal reflux

Treating prehypertension

NEWS

Former BMA chairman faces misconduct and
deficiency charges

UN chief urges world leaders to put MDGs
back on track

NHS publishes data on patient reported
health outcomes

Pool resources to lift children’s health
services out of “mediocre state,” review
recommends

NICE recommends more flexible antenatal
services

Keeping a diary in intensive care halves the
risk of PTSD

European Union leads way on e-health, but
obstacles remain

New threat of antibacterial resistance
emerging from India attracts international
attention

Industry lobbying and trade pacts threaten
India’s role as major generic drugs supplier
WHO officials press Russia to consider
needle exchanges to reduce spread of HIV
and AIDS

Researchers describe how melanoma drug
blocks key cancer pathway
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Australia’s supervised injecting centre has a
more certain future

Global elimination of mother to child HIV
transmission is now achievable

SHORT CUTS

What’s new in the other general journals

FEATURES

Bitter pills for pharma

After criticism that huge fines are not
dissuading drug firms from engaging in
fraudulent business practices, the US
is turning to more radical enforcement
measures. Melanie Newman reports

OBSERVATIONS

ON THE CONTRARY

How the internet’s unmanageability might
play out

Tony Delamothe

ANALYSIS

Streamlined research governance: are we
there yet?

Despite the promise of a new streamlined
process for gaining research ethics and
governance approval, Nina Fudge and
colleagues argue that the process is still
dogged by delay and arbitrary decisions

RESEARCH

Research highlights:
the pick of BMJ research papers this week

Objectively measured physical capability
levels and mortality: systematic review and
meta-analysis

Rachel Cooper, Diana Kuh, Rebecca Hardy,
Mortality Review Group, on behalf of the
FALCon and HALCyon study teams

Impact of supervision of methadone
consumption on deaths related to
methadone overdose (1993-2008):
analyses using OD4 index in England and
Scotland

John Strang, Wayne Hall, Matt Hickman,
Sheila M Bird

Antipsychotic drugs and risk of venous
thromboembolism: nested case-control study
Chris Parker, Carol Coupland,

Julia Hippisley-Cox

» Editorial, p 613

Societal views on orphan drugs: cross sectional
survey of Norwegians aged 40 to 67
Arna S Desser, Dorte Gyrd-Hansen,
Jan Abel Olsen, Sverre Grepperud,
Ivar Sgnbg Kristiansen

» Editorial, p 614

Clinical Review, p 663

For image information see p 666

oy B
Antibiotic resistance, p 615

UK cancer survival, p 619

Oil and health,
pp 617,626



THIS WEEK

645
646
649

653

656
659

663

667

668

671

672

SPOTLIGHT

PALLIATIVE CARE BEYOND CANCER
We’re all going to die. Deal with it
Dying matters: let’s talk about it

Recognising and managing key transitions in
end of life care

Having the difficult conversations about the
end of life

Achieving a good death for all

Spiritual dimensions of dying in pluralist
societies

CLINICAL REVIEW

Head and neck cancer—Part 1: Epidemiology,
presentation, and prevention
H Mehanna, V Paleri, C M L West, C Nutting

PRACTICE

RATIONAL TESTING
Investigating secondary hyperhidrosis
AN Paisley, H M Buckler

LESSON OF THE WEEK

Proton pump inhibitors and acute interstitial
nephritis

S Ray, M Delaney, A F Muller

OBITUARIES

Cecil Hougie

Discoverer of congenital deficiency in the
blood coagulation factor X

John Alexander Aitken;
Irving Gilbert;

Philip William Hutton;
Emma Maloney;

David Russell Powell;
John Smith
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VIEWS AND REVIEWS

PERSONAL VIEW
Stumbling on the shoulders of giants
Will Muirhead

REVIEW OF THE WEEK
Bedlam by Nell Leyshon
Trevor Turner

BETWEEN THE LINES
Dr Johnson’s animal passions
Theodore Dalrymple

MEDICAL CLASSICS

Allemande 'Asthmatique by Marin Marais
Etude Asthmatique by Gioacchino Rossini
Desmond O’Neill

COLUMNISTS

An amateur observation
Des Spence

Hygeia: a healthy city
Wendy Moore

ENDGAMES

Quiz page for doctors in training

MINERVA

Hospital smoking shelters, and other stories

A crazy performance, p 674

Time for a break?
Refresh yourself.

Masterclasses

masterclasses.bmj.com
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PICTURE OF THE WEEK

Pregnant women in London recreate Charles Ebbet’s photo New York Construction Workers Lunching
on a Crossbeam to highlight the 1000 women in developing countries who die needlessly in pregnancy
and childbirth every day. Oxfam organised the reconstruction to coincide with the millennium
development goals summit being held in New York from 22 September. The goal on maternal health
looks least likely to be met, and Oxfam is proposing a “Robin Hood tax” (www.robinhoodtax.org).

See NEWS, p 623

THE WEEK IN NUMBERS

10 Ranking of mouth and oropharynx
in terms of worldwide prevalence

of cancers; it is the seventh most
common cause of cancer death

(Clinical review, p 663)

2.8% Proportion of the population
affected by hyperhidrosis (excessive
sweating) (Practice, p 667)

1989 Year proton pump inhibitors
were introduced (Practice, p 668)

213 Drop in overdose deaths per
million daily dispensed doses with
methadone the sole drug mentioned
between 1993 and 2008 in England
(Research, p 640)

QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Last week we asked, “How confident are
you that key proposals of the NHS white
paper for England will take effect?”

100% confident [ 25% confident
75% confident 0% confident
[ 50% confident  Total votes 292

This week’s question is, “Have targeted
cancer drugs met expectations?”
© bmj.com cast your vote
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From now on we

will expect authors
torespond to all
substantial criticisms
of their articles and
will remind them

of this obligation
when their articles
are accepted for
publication

© Twitter Follow the editor,
Fiona Godleg, at twitter.com/
fgodlee and the BMJ’s latest at
twitter.com/bmj_latest

EDITOR’S CHOICE

Spotlights and letters

This week’s journalincludes a new feature, a

BM]J Spotlight. It's modelled on Nature’s Insight
supplements, commissioned by the journal’s
editors, and sponsored by one or more not-for-profit
organisations. We plan to publish four a year, each
exploring a topic from a range of angles through a
specially commissioned collection of reviews.

Readers helped us choose the topics for our first
two Spotlights via a poll we ran in 2008. We asked
where improvements in health care would make
the greatest difference to patients (www.bmj.com/
content/336/7650.toc#MakingaDifference), and
palliative care beyond cancer topped the poll. We
quickly found sponsors committed to improving this
area of health care: the British Heart Foundation
and the National Council for Palliative Care. As Tony
Delamothe, Mike Knapton, and Eve Richardson say in
their editorial introducing the Spotlight (p 645), while
much has been learnt about the care of patients dying
from cancer, these lessons haven’t necessarily been
transferred to caring for patients dying from other
causes. Yet many more of us die after gradual physical
and mental decline than from cancer.

Our next Spotlight, due for publication in the spring,
takes on the topic that came second in our readers’
poll—drug resistant infections in the developing
world. Already recognised as one of global health
care’s most urgent problems, it is newly topical with
the emergence of antibiotic resistant bacterial strains
carrying the gene for New Delhi metallo-B-lactamase-1
(NDM-1) (p 626). As Anthony So and colleagues say
in their editorial (p 615), this strain has now spread
well beyond its first appearance in New Delhi, with
reports in several countries including the UK. The
dearth of novel antibiotics in the pipeline means we
must conserve the effectiveness of existing antibiotics
as much as possible. Our editorialists are cautiously
optimistic. Medical tourism has been blamed for the

emergence of NDM-1. They hope that the desire to
protect and grow this billion dollar global business
will focus attention and investment on responsible
antibiotic prescribing.

Finally, this week we publish some letters about
our study (BM/ 2010;341:¢3926) and linked
editorial (BM/ 2010;341:¢3803) on whether authors
reply to criticism in rapid responses. The study
found that the rate and quality of authors’ replies
was disappointing. In his letter, Fergus Macbeth
illustrates the point with a story of non-response to
his criticisms of an article as first the journal, then the
authors, and then the drug’s manufacturer failed to
engage with his concerns (p 620).

Richard Smith, former BMJ editor, thinks the whole
system for publishing research is broken and that post
publication peer review is much more than just letters
injournals (p 620). | agree, but at the risk of appearing
to fiddle while Rome burns, we will continue to do
what we can to improve the current system. From now
on we will expect authors to respond to all substantial
criticisms of their articles and will remind them of
this obligation when their articles are accepted for
publication. Authors are already automatically alerted
to feedback to their articles. Where no response has
been received within a reasonable time we will ask the
authors to respond and record in rapid responses that
we have done so. If no response is received we will
make this explicit.

This week we publish letters critical of the editorial
on UK cancer survival statistics, without a response by
the editorial’s authors, Valerie Beral and Richard Peto.
These authors have told us they are too busy to reply at
present but will do so in due course.

Fiona Godlee, editor, BV fgodlee@bmj.com
Cite thisas: BMJ2010;341:¢5066

To receive Editor’s Choice by email each week,
visit bmj.com/cgi/customalert

Career Focus, jobs, and courses
appear afterp 676
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YOUR RESPONSE ON BMJ.CO
“DearDrGodlee, |
Acricketerbecame the .
instanttalk of the media for
deliberately elbowing the
English cricket captain on
the field. Might the four letter
word used by you [in editor’s
choice last week] be a tactical ploy? I hope very much that
your editorial will similarly be a hit too. Hopefully someone
atthe UN meeting on MDG this week might take note of the
serious deficiencies towards MDG goals mentioned by you!”
Mathew KJose, physician & teacher, responding to “Let’s
talk shit,” by Fiona Godlee (BM/ 2010;341:c5066)
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